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Bellum  Medicinale, 

or. 

The  Present  State  of 

Doctors  and  Apothecaries  in 
LON  D  0  N. 

Being  Remarks  upon  a  Letter  from  a  Merchant-Dif- 
penfary  Phyfician  tohimfelf,  and  his  Anfwer. 

In  a  Letter  from  a  Chymift  in  the  City  to  a  Country 
Phyfician,  with  the  Phyfician’s  Anfwer. 

Wherein  the  antient  a  id  moll:  effe&ual  way  of  Pra&ice  is  propo- 
fed,  as  the  beft  means  to  put  an  End  to  the  Conteft. 


Sijle  gradum,  &  fpecta.  Non  hie  ludicra  pet  ant  ur 
Premia,  fed  Vefiri  Loculi  de  Sanguine  cert  ant. 

Pojlica  dum  penetrat  Sjrinx  crepitantihus  illinc 
Ventis,  Lucelli  non  malm  Odor  ait. 


LONDON. 

Printed  for  M.  Fabian  at  Mercer  s-Chappel  in  Cheapfide ,  and  fold 

by  A.  Baldwin  in  Warwick- lane,  1701. 
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HISTORICAL 

MEDICAL 


SIR, 

HAVING  no  other  News,  I  am  tempted  to  fend  you,  with  fome 
Remarks  upon  it,  a  Difcourfe  that  lately  came  to  my  Hands, 
fubfcribed  from  a  Merchant  in  London,  to  a  Difpenfary 
Fhyfician ,  with  the  PhyficiarPs  jdnfwer .  The  Subject  of  the 

Difcourfe  being,  The  prefent  State  of  Phyfick  and  Surgery  \  at  my  entrance 
upon  it  I  could  not  judg  the  Author  lets  than  a  Drugfter ,  as  knowing  no  other 
Merchants  fo  nearly  concerned  with  Phyfick.  But  reading  on,  and  finding  him 
complain  of  the  Luxuriant  Ufe  of  Medicines,  it  was  natural  to  conclude  he 
had  been  fome  great  Sufferer.  But  coming  at  length  to  the  Phyficiaffs  Anfwer, 
and  finding  that  fo  like  the  ProduCi  of  one  and  the  fame  Ingeny  5  I  was 
tempted  to  think  the  Merchant  broke,  and  lately  turned  Phyfician  $  or  the  phy- 
fician  wanting  Bufinefs,  to  have  newly  took  up  the  Trade  of  a  Merchant* 
But  I  had  no  fooner  perufed  the  whole  Treatife,  than  I  found  out  the  Myf- 
tery  and  Bottom  of  the  Bufinefs  to  be  no  lefs  than  a  War  proclaimed 
by  one  Company  of  Merchants  againff  another  for  interloping  ^  or  (to  be  plain) 
the  Apothecaries  having  been  trading  in  that  part,  which  the  Phyficians  count 
their  proper  Province,  the  Defiers  as  an  Adt  of  Hoftility  retaliate,  and  are  tur¬ 
ned  apothecaries,  - 

What  may  be  the  confequence  of  this  Breach  of  the  Peace,  time  muff  man!- 
left  •>  but  I  hope, Sir,  you  who  are  known  to  be  a  difinterefted  Perfon,and  as  fuch 
a  more  proper  and  fit  Judg  of  the  Grounds  and  Management  of  the  War, 
may  iniinuate  fometbing  that  may  be  a  more  proper  Medium  to  compofethe 
Difference,  or  at  leaf!  more  advantageous  to  the  People,  who  muff  bear  the 
Charge  of  the  War,  than  any  thing  has  been  laid,  or  is  likely  to  be  done  by  cl® 
ther  Party. 

Here  are  forty  fix  Dodtor- Apothecaries,  againff  a  thoufand  Apothecary » Dock 
tors,  which  is  great  Odds.  But  the  Apothecaries  fay,  3tis  the  Dodfors  Fear 
that  multiplies  them  beyond  the  true  Number :  Be  it  fo,  the  Doctors  (hew 
their  Valour  the  more,  fincc  they  are  refolved  to  engage,  and  I  don't  know 
but  if  they  can  bring  in  the  Eaft- India  Companies  as  Auxiliaries,  as  they 
feem  to-  threaten,  by  infinuating  the  Merchants  Concern  and  Acquaintance 
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with  their  Affairs,  they  will  be  capable  fo  ruin  more  than  iooo  Cliftct-piperi 
Men  Horfe  and  Foot  *,  the  Dcdtors  themfelves  being  all  46  Com million* Offi¬ 
cers;  Tho  the  Apothecaries  fay  one  halt  of  them  areas  unfit  for  their  Profef- 
iion  as  other  Folks  *,  ’tis  only  the  Virtue  of  L.  and  M.  makes  them  the  fame 
Dodors  in  the  Common  Caufc,  and  able  to  fay.  Nos  Poma. 

Well,  the  Merchant.  Fhyfician,  or  Dodor-Apothecary  (  which  he  pleafes ) 
exhibits  divers  Articles  againft  the  Apothecary- Doctors,  as  ajuftCaufeof  ta¬ 
king  up  Arms,  having  received  them  at  an  Evening- Mufter  at  the  College, 
after  Orders  given  concerning  a  large  Confluence  of  Sick  and  Maimed,  forne 
Merchants  no  doubt. 

In  the  Preface  to  the  Difcourfe  he  aiferts, 

*  Firft*  That  the  Apothecaries  have  often  reproach’d  the  Physicians,  that 
c  the  Poor  were  left  to  their  Care,  and  that  they  negledfcd  the  Pnarmaceu- 
i  tick  Part,  or  Preparation  of  Remedies  now  lodged  iirthemfelves.  But  the 
c  Dodfor  is  convinc’d  that  the  Difpenfary  is  the  greatefl  Relief  to  the  Poor, 
€~who  have  the  heft  Advice  and  heft  Phyfick  at  very  final!  Expence.,  The 
c  Phyficians  are  often  confidering  the  Drugs,  carefully  viewing  the  common, 
c  Preparations,  improving  them,  and  adding  others  which  they  think  or  judg 
*  more  ufeful. 

Remark^  It  mud  be  confeffed,  that  the  Phyficians  have  not  been  reproached 
without  Caufe,  they  have  not  hitherto  been  ufed  to  give  Advice  to  large  Con¬ 
fluences  of  lick  Perfons  Gratis :  having  no  Remedies  to  fell  to  them  that  had  no 
Fees  to  give,  the  Poor  have  been  forced  to  go  to  them  that  had,  or  wholly  to 
let  Nature  alone  to  flruggle  with  its  Difeafes.  Nor  have  the  Phyficians  only 
negk&ed,  but  been  ignorant  of  the  Pharmaceutick  Part.  Neither  can  the  A- 
pothecaries  any  more  than  the  Phyficians  pretend  themfelves  compleat  herein, 
being  generally  alike  ignorant  of  the  chief  and  mod  artful  Part,  Pyrotechny , 
leaving  its  moft  effetff ual  Preparations  to  the  Care  of  thofe,  whofeCare  is 
only  how  they  may  make  them,  not  moft  adapted  to  the  Cure  of  Difeaks,  but 
to  their  beft  Advantage  •,  profeffing  no  Skill  in  Difeafes,  or  the  Virtues  of* 
what  they  make  in  order  to  remove  them. 

But  the  Difpenfary,  tho  it  be  an  Acknowledgment  of  the  Faults  the  Phy¬ 
ficians  have  been  reproached  with,  is  not  the  greateft  relief  to  the  Poor  |  nor 
have  we  more  than  their  own  Words  to  affure  us  that  they  will,  yea  or  can 
afford  the  beft  Advice,  and  the  beft  Medicines  cheaper  than  other  Phyfici¬ 
ans. 

That  they  can  give  the  beft  Advice  is  but  their  own  irnmodeft  Boaft  but  that 
they  are  fo  foon  became  the  beft  skilled  in  Pharmaceutic ks,  tho  with  the  Af- 
fiftancc  of  a  few  poor  Apothecaries  amongft  them,  we  know  J tis  very  unlike¬ 
ly,  if  not  impofliblc  v  or  that  they  can  confider  the  Drugs,  much  farther 
than  to  know  them  by  Sight,  fince  they  have  but  lately  dealt  that  way  y  nor 
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are  they  much  mare  likely  to  improve  or  add  to  the  common  Preparations. 

But, 

4  Secondly,  He  fays  the  Citizens  often  complain  to  the  Phyficians  of  the 
4  very  chargeable  Bills  of  the  Apothecaries,  and  declare  their  Jraloufy  of  a 
fi  Combination,  in  multiplying  Medicines  and  Doles  needlefsly,  But  the 
*  Difpenfary .relieves  the  firil  by  felling  almoft  at  the  firft  Coff,  or  18  in  20 

4  cheaper  than  the  Apothecaries.  And  the  Difpenfary  Piiylicians  being  under 

c  no  Engagements  with  the  Apothecaries,  cure  with  one  or  few  Prefer  ptions 
c  in  lefs  difficult  Cafes,  and  with  no  more  than  rseailaiy  in  the  moredange- 
4  rous  (avoiding  all  Medicines  a&rng  on  Nature  with  more  or  lefs  Violence) 
c  the  more  hazardous  extreme  :  The  Charge  under  10  or  20  s.  in  a  Fever 

4  or  the  Smallpox,  intlead  of  fo  many  Pounds  *  many  require  not  more  than 

c  three  or  four  Shillings  worth,  which  by  fubdividing  into  Boies,  Puuders  and 
‘  Draughts,  come  in  a  Bill  to  four  or  five  Pounds. 

Remark.  The  Apothecaries  Bills  no  doubt  have  been  larger  or  fmallef  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Proportion  of  their  Confciences  \  it  cannot  fairly  be  fuppofed, 
they  have  been  all  alike  culpable  :  but  it  is  no  wonder  the  People  have  com¬ 
plained  of  the  dearnefs  of  the  Wares,  where  the  Brokers  have  been  fo  well 
paid  for  advjfing  to  the  Bargain  *,  two  Charges  mud  needs  look  grear, 
where  one  had  been  enough,  and  Advice  and  Medicines  too  might, 
have  been  afforded  at  the  Charge  of  either.  A  Combination  between  Doc¬ 
tors  and  Apothecaries,  where  there  was  a  mutual  Dependance,  was  but  natu¬ 
ral  •,  Manas  Man  am  fricat .  But  now  it  is  paft  doubt,  frnce  the  Difpenfary 
Phyficians  declare,  they  are  at  prefent  under  no  Engagements  to  the  A- 
pothecarics. 

But  the  Difpenfary  Phyficians  fay,  they  are  now  refolved  to  be  honeft,  and 
fell  their  Remedies  almoft  at  the  firft  Coff.  Almoft  and  hard  by  fee.  but  if  they 
fell  fo  cheap,  and  ufe  but  few  Prefcriptions,  l  doubt  they  will  not  beover- 
fparing  in  their  Vifitc,  or  lower  their  Fees  which  may  make  amends,  tho  they 
give  their  Phyfick  unvalued  >  but  how  can  we  be  affined,  that  they  will,  or 
rather-?  that  they  can  cure  with  om,  few,  or  no  more  than  are  neceJJaryX 
Prefcriptions!  do  not  know,  unlefsthey  firft  demonftrate  by  their  Practice  that 
their  Skill  is  greater  than  other  Phyficians,  which  is  yet  to  be  done.  But  they 
difcover'their  Difcretion  more  than  their  Skill,  in  avoiding  the  more  adlive 
Medicines.  rT is  dangerous  medling  with  Edg-Teols,  by  thofe  that  have  not 
been  ufed  to  handle  them  :  a  Bone  Knife  is  fit  for  Children,  that  they  may  not 
cut  one  another  >  but  if  Phyficians  ffiould  venture  to  ufe  more  a&ive  Remedies, 
Diftempers  might  termmateone  way  or  other  too  foon,  to  require  many  Vifits, 
and  confequently  fewer  Fees  would  be  gotten.  But  Gentlemen  may  have  the 
Small  Pox,  or  Fever  cured  for  ten  or  twenty  Shillings,  which  we  muff  un¬ 
derhand  in  Medicines,  and  that  fometimes  is  very  dear,  when  as  thefe  Difeales 
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commonly  arc  cured  by  Nature  without  Afliftance:  Many  Difeafes  they  lay 
for  three  or  four  Shillings  5  but  what  thefe  Difeafes  arc,  it  were  good  alfo  to 
know,  whether  Tooth-ach  or  Corns  •,  and  what  Fees  are  required  befides,  and 
whether  the  Difpenfary  Men  will  truft.  But, 

‘  Thirdly,  fays  he,  the  Apothecaries  have  kept  the  Doftors  many  Years  un- 
1  der  the  dread  of  their  Power,  who  they  fay  command  in  all  Families,  and  can 
4  bring  in  and  turn  out  whom  they  pleafe;  they  govern  as  a  Tyrant  his  Sub- 
4  jedfs,  making  them  obedient  by  grievous  Taxes  ^  fo  that  they  dare  not  con- 
4  fult  aPhylician,  unlefs  at  the  lall  Extremity.  ,  Phy iicians  would  govern  their 
4  Patients  by  their  ownReafon:  The  Patients  have  the  Liberty  of  cheap  Phy- 
4  lick,  and  of  confuldng  at  a  beginning  of  a  Diftemper,  fecure  from' expence 
4  which  fhal!  furprize.  The  Phy  Iicians  would  prevent  their  own  Ruin,  chiefly 
4  from  their  bell  Succefs. 

4  This  has  hitherto  been  the  Cafe  of  the  Faculty  ;  if  they  conquer’d  a  Dif- 
4  temper,  the  Remedy  (tho  not  the  manner  of  u(ing  it)  becomes  the  Apo- 
4  thecaries  Noflram,  and  the  Doctor  is  left  to  invent  more.  The  Difpenfary 
4  complies  with  the  two  Propofals  of  the  Apothecaries,  removes  the  Peoples 
4  Complaint  and  Jealoufy  of  a  Cheat  put  on  them  by  all  Phyfirians,  and  gives 
4  the  Licenfe  to  him  to  ufe  his  own  Method  and  Prefcripts*  to  his  Patients  Ad- 
4  vantage  and  his  own. 

4  The  Apothecary  cannot  complain  he  is  injur’d  :  for  as  he  feizes  on  the  ad- 
4  vifingPart,  as  a  Dependency  he  would  annex  to  the  Shop* Trade  j  the  other 
4  from  the  Example  brings  them  both  together,  the  better  to  ferve  the  Publick. 
c  If  the  Apothecary  proves  an  Ambo-dexter,  feels  the  Pulfe  with  one  hand, 
6  and  makes  Medicines  with  the  other  ?  why  may  not  the  College  pleafe  the 
4  People  with  the  fame  Dexterity  ?  unlefs  (which  is  reafonable  in  the  Gale  of 
4  Life  and  Health)  the  Apothecaries  will  wholly  pradtife  the  judicial  Part,  and 
4  leave  the  miniflerial,  of  making  Medicines,  to  the  Phyficiaii. 

Remake  It  is  a  fha  me  for  Phy  iicians  to  confefs,  that  the  Apothecaries  have 
kept  the  Dodfors  many  Years  under  the  Fear  of  their  Power,  or  that  they 
fhould  command  in  all  Families:  indeed  it  feems  natural  for  the  People  to  ask 
the  Apothecary,  who  is  the  moil  skilful  Phyfician,  he  being  more  capable  to 
judg  than  the  People  5  and  on  this  account  they  have  had  a  Capacity  to  recom¬ 
mend  fuch  as  they  thought  would  preferibe  beft  either  for  the  Patients  or  the  A- 
pothecaries  Difeafe,  which  foever  lay  with  moil  pain  on  his  Mind:  but  how 
they  fhould  make  them  obedient  by  taxing  hard,  I  do  not  fee,  unlefs  one  e- 
vil  being  lefs  than  two,  they  chufe  to  fubmit  themfelvcs  wholly  to  the  Apothe- 
carys  Care5if  not  fearing  the  Fees  more  than  the  Bill,  yet  being  ftwe  both  would 
be  much  heavier  *,  fo  that  only  Extremity  or  Experience  of  the  Apcthecarys 
Sufficiency  could  make  them  fee  other  Counfel. 

It  were  certainly  well  if  Phylkians  could  govern  the  Patients  by  Reafon,  and 
*  *  ‘  that 
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that  of  their  own  /lock,  as  well  as  give  ’em  Medicines  of  their  own  preparing, 
without  putting  ’em  in  fear  of  large  Fees,  or  dear  Phy/ickg  then  no  doubt  they 
would  confult  ’em  (ooner. 

And  it  were  very  well,  if  Phyficians  would  not  only  prevent  their  own  ruin, 
but  their  Patients  alfo  by  their  good  fuccefs  *,  and  that  he  that  has  the  bell  fuccels 
might  have  mod  bufinefs,  which  can  hardly  be  whil/1  Phyficians  are  Depen¬ 
dants. 

How  Apothecaries  Ihould  get  any  certain  Noftrumh  from  Phyficians  Prefcripts,  c 
I  don’t  eafily  fee,  fince  they  have  beenfo  Numerous,  and  compounded  in  alraoli 
every  Cafe,  that  the  Phyfician  himfelf  mud  needs  be  ignorant  what  did  the 
Cure  :  but  if  the  Apothecary  was  fa  fagacious  as  to  lee  what  wrought  the 
Effedf,  how  could  he  be  fo  dull  as  not  to  learn  the  manner  of  ufing  it  ? 

Whether  the  Difpenfary  will  remove  the  peoples  Complaints  and  Jealoufy, 
does  not  yet  appear  >  or  whether  the  Difpenfary  Dodors,  and  their  Apotheca¬ 
rys  will  be  lefs  combin’d,  and  more  honefi  than  others,  or  more  for  either  c 
the  Phyficians  or  Patient’s  advantage. 

But,  if  the  Apothecary  can’t  complain  that  he  is  injur’d  by  the  Difpenfary,  * 
which  only  follows  his  Example,  in  bringing  the  Advifing  and  Shop- trade  to¬ 
gether,  to  the  better  fa  vice  of  the  Publick  •,  certainly,  the  Difpenfary  Phyfician,  * 
can  with  as  little  reafon  complain  of  the  Apothecary,  for  fetting  him  the  Good 
Example,  in  better  ferving  the  Publick :  If  the  Apothecary  was  the  firft 
Ambo-dexter  that  the  Do&or  thought  worthy  to  imitate,  why  fhould  he  be 
lb  angry  at  the  Mafter  that  gave  him  fo  fair  a  Copy  ?  And  if  it  be  fo  reafonable 
in  cafes  of  Life  and  Death,  to  pradlife  only  the  Judicial  part,  why  may  not 
the  pradiifing  Apothecary  leave  the  making  of  Medicines  only  to  his  Man,  , 
whom  he  himfelf  has  inllrudled,  as  well  as  the  Difpen/ary-Phyfician  to  his  Apo¬ 
thecary  at  the  College,  who  perhaps  muft  inllrudt  his  Mailers  ? 

c  But  the  Difpenfary  (  adds  he  )  has  been  impeached  with  the  Barbarous 
c  defign,  of  dcllroying  the  Apothecarys  Company.  But  they  fcorn  thelnrjpu- 
6  tation,  and  declare  the  greatefx  Efteem  of  thofe  of  the  Society,  who  ( like 
*  the  Gentleman  near  the  College )  Mcribas  Antonis,  are  as  Eminent  for 
4  their  care  in  preparing  the  belt  Medicines,  as  for  their  integrity  and  modefty,  , 
1  in  not  invading  the  Profeffion,  or  abuling  and  dellroying  the  People,,  , 

Remark,  If  the  Difpenfarys  multiply,  and  the  People  believe  they  are  the  on¬ 
ly  fure  relief  tothefick,  the  Apothecarys  mull  fall,  unlcfs  thofe  few  who  like  ^ 
the  Gentleman  near  the  College,  Antiqua  Ignorantia ,  are  the  more  to  be  trailed  ) 
for  good  Medicines,  becaufe  they  dare  not  pretend  to  underhand  the  life  of; 
them. 

4  But  fays  he,  The  Apothecarys  deflroy  themfelves  by  their  Numbers,  mul-  * 
4  tiplying  from  iooo  to  as  many  more  in  eight  years,  without  any  profped:  of  t 
4  checking  the  fuperfluous.  increafei  they  mull  therefore  accufe  their  own  un~ 

*“  ’happy  y 
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4  happy  Condudi,  who  are  infenfible  of  its  fatal  Confequence?. 

Remark.  If  the  Apothecaries  are  fo  likely  to  bedeilroyed  Suit  Copiis ,  what 
need  of  fo  much  noife  at  them  ?  let  them  go  quietly  down  :  but  unlefs  they 
multiply  more  than  other  men,  I  don’t  fee  how  their  number  can  deilroy  them 
any  more,  than  the  Multiplying  of  any  State  or  Kingdom  can  dcftroy  if.  But 
it  is  not  barely  the  Multiplying,  or  ddfrudtion  of  the  Apothecarys,  that  troubles 
the  Difpenfary,  fo  much  as  what  follows. 

4  That  they  avow  with  affurance,  that  they  have  or  will  take  ail  the  Fradfice 
4  of  Phytick  into  their  own  hands,  refcrving  only  5  or  6  great  Men,  to  take 
4  on  themfelves  the  Odium  of  the  Deaths  of  their  Patients. 

4  The  Surgeons  fare  not  better  than  the  Faculty,  they  are  refer v’d  for  the 
c  difficult  Cafes,  robb’d  of  the  more  Common,  by  which  they  only  can  ac» 
4  quire  Skill  and  Dexterity  for  the  more  important. 

4  The  Poor  are  undone  in  every  iickncfs,  &c. 

4  The  Difpenfary  pretends  to  prefer ve  thofe  who  are  more  numerous  than 
4  the  Apothecarys,  and  it  will  be  the  Alma  Mater  to  the  Phyficians,  from  the 
4  two  Univerfitys,  vyho  will  be  capable  to  exercife  the.  Learning  they  have  ac- 
c  quired  there. 

Remark.  This  is  the  Grand  fault  of  the  Apothecaries,  chat  they’  undertake  to 
pradfife  :  Let  them  have  been  as  great  Knaves  as  they  would,  if  they  had  never 
mcdled  in  any  thing  that  had  been  to  the  Diffionour,  or  rather  and  more  efpe- 
cially  to  the  Difad  vantage  of  the  Dodtors  (  for  now  Vlurimm  aurovenit  Bonos  ) 
they  might  have  ruin’d  themfelves  without  pity  I  do  not  queftion ;  And 
thofe  Men  that  are  content  to  take  on  them  the  Odium  of  the  Deaths  of  the 
(lain  amongft  them,  or  to  excufe  their  own  faults  by  the  Apothecaries  miftakes, 
have  the  Honour  of  being  well  paid  no  doubt.  Tho  the  Surgeons  lofe  forne 
of  the  fmall  Jobs  by  the  Apothecarys  Officioufnefs,  they  do  not  fo  much  com¬ 
plain  *,  but  they  fit  them  as  well  as  the  Difpenfary,  commonly  making  their  own 
Medicines,  and  if  they  lofe  the  Ordinary  Cafes,  yet  they  are  the  moreufed  to 
the  Difficult.  But 

The  Poor  fuffer  moil  truly  in  every  Difcafr,  Corporeal  or  Crumenal,  whether 
Poor  Dodtors,  Apothecarys,  Surgeons  or  People  \  and  Poor  we  are  firft  to  be 
cared  for,  whatever  the  Pretence  be  of  the  Difpenfary’s  being  the  Jllma 
Mater  ^ where  the  Phyficians  from  the  two  ITni vertities  may  exercife  their  Learn¬ 
ing  with  the  Peitle,  and  beat  out  great  matters  in  Pharmacy. 

4  But  the  other  Objcdfipti  of  the  unobferving  People,  whofe  memory  may  not 
c  ferve  ’em  well,  is  that  the  Apothecarys  fell  as  cheap.  It  is  granted  if  they 
4  will,  but  do  they  not  by  their  own  and  the  Dodtors  Artifices  in  dividing, 
c  fell  an  EJedfuajry  of  lid  in  boles  for  12  half  Crowns,  &c.  we  will  not  quarrel 
1  at  their  1 1  pence  in  the  Shilling  profit,  but  would  only  prevent  the  return  of 

4  it  40  tunes  in  24  hours,  when  the  Patients  advantage  the  leaf!  part  of  the 

5  Dcfign,  ,  .  Remark. 
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Remark*  The  People  don*£  remember  ( we  doubt )  that  the  Dolors  tcild 
them  they  fell  cheaper  than  the  Apothecarys  $  ’tis  granted  they  may  if  they 
will :  but  by  the  conjoint  Artifices  of  the  Do&bfs  yet  their  Confederates,  iti  divi¬ 
ding  they  enhance  the  price  of  an  Eledfuary  from  12  pence  to  12  Shillings  * 
but  they  could  never  have  done  if,  if  they  had  not  found  their  advantage  by 
the  Dodfors  frequent  RefetatHr’s^  tho  I  hardly  believe  every  half  hour,  ter'tia 
vel  quarta  quaint  hora  being  commonly  the  moll. 

Butthelafi  and  vilefl  Objection  is,  4  That  the  Subfcribers  to  the  Difpenfary  are 
4  not  as  Eminent  as  the  Phyiicians,  the  Apothecaries  Favorites  :  5Tis  own’d  they 
4  can  make  famous  or  infamous  by  a  few  Cabals  and  Viiits  >  but  is  there  any 
c  part  of  Phy  lick, even  Poetry,  which  thefe  Gentlemen  can’t  pretend  to  as  well  as 
c  the  other,  who  diflrufi  their  own  merit  by  courting  their  favour,  putting 
4  themfelves  in  their  fervice,  and  plying  them,  as  Porters  a  Shop  of  the  Largeft 
‘Bufinefs? 

Remark,  The  Eminence  of  Phyiicians  now  adays,  does  not  indeed  jrefult 
from  real  Worth  or  Accomplifhment,  but  may  arife  from  the  Report  of  Men, 
that  talk  even  like  the  Apothecaries.  But  the  Difpenfary,  and  the  other  Phyfi- 
cians  (I  believe)  are  indifferently  the  fame,  fome  wife  and  fome  otherwife : 
but  that  Poetry  fhould  be  counted  a  part  of  Phyfick,  and  with  a  even ,  as  if  it 
were  the  Culmen  Arti$y  would  have  been  a  ft  range  fancy  till  of  late.  I 
think  Mr.  Colebatcb ,  and  his  Antagonift  (  however  their  Acids  and  Alkalies 
flood  affedted  )  agreed  in  this,  that  tho  Poetry  is  a  very  pretty  accomplifhmenf, 
yet  a  Poet  and  a  Phyfician  are  valfly  different.  Letter  to  a  Gentleman  concern - 
ing  Alk^ly  and  Acid > 

But  it  muff  be  acknowledged,  that  to  get  Bu finds  is  a  valuable  part  of  Phy¬ 
fick  *,  and  to  have  written  a  Poem  has  not  long  flnce  for  fome  time  com¬ 
mended  fome  late  Doctors  more  than  all  their  Cures,  and  other  fine  Qualifica¬ 
tions. 

4  But  it  was  not  till  after  a  long  Difcourfe  (  he  fays  further  )  that  our 
4  Doctor  or  Merchant,  could  penetrate  into  the  more  abfirufe  and  fecret  delign 
4  of  the  Difpenfary. 

Remark.  Now  comes  the  Myfiery,  which  he  was  not  (  being  but  a  Pupil  ) 
to  be  prefently  let  into,  or  capable  of  apprehending.  c  But  5twas  own’d 
{  atlafiby  thofe,  the  mofl  proper  Judges,  that  the  People  in  the  more  common 
4  Ilneffes  recover  eafily  by  the  Strength  of  Nature,  or  one  or  two  proper  Direc- 
4  cions.  In  thefe  a  great  but  ufelefs  Expence  mufl  pay  the  attendance  of  the 
4  Apothecary,  who  hath  no  Gratuity  given  him,  but  mult  fatisfy  himfelf  by 
4  the  Number  of  things  he  can  prevail  on  the  lick  to  take. 

4  In  other  Difeafes  with  danger,  when  Nature  is  weak  or  raging,  and  has 
4  only  one  Crifis  (  of  its  own  choofing  chiefly  )  by  which  it  can  be  favec^ 

B  '  1  many 
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c  many  hot  or  cooling  Dofes  unhappily  given,  or  diverting  the  Crifis  by  tamper- 
4  ing,  brings  certain  defirudion:  fc^y  this  unfortunate,  but  in  vogue  Manage- 
*  menf,  ?twas  averted  that  the  far  greater  numbers  are  kill’d  by  Phyfick,  who 
1  would  undiilurb’d  have  furely  recover’d  without  any. 

4  The  Difpenlary  Pradfice  will  foon  demonftrate  that  the  Remedy  to  this  per- 
1  nicious  Pradice  ran  be  only  had  from  it  fdf,  fecure  from  this  inhumane  art 
fc  of  growing  Rich,  &c , 

Remarks  There  are  fever al  things  very  obfervable  in  this  fecret  and  abfirufe 
Defign.  *  v  ' 

1.  That-  in  ufual  and  common  Difeafes,  people  would  recover  by  the  Strength 

of  Nature.  , 

2.  That  even  in  thefe  Difeafes,  feme  thing  mud  be  done,  or  there  is  nothing 
to  be  got. 

J.  That  he  that  takes  no  Fees  can’t  be  well  paid  for  looking  on  the  Patient, 
unlefs  he  can  perfwade  him  to  take  a  great  deal  of  Phyfick.  y 

4.  In  Difeafes  that  are  dangerous,  when  Nature  is  weak  or  raging,  it  can 
be  laved  only  by  one  Crifis. 

5;  That  many  dofes  of  Phyfick  given,  whether  hot  or  cold,  will  divertthe 
Crifis,  and  bring  certain  deftrudion. 

6 .  That  great  Numbers  are  kill’d  by  Phyfick,  which  would  have  recover’d 
without  any. 

7.  That  the  Remedy  of  this  pernicious  Pradice  can  be  had  only  from  the  Dif- 
penfary.  In  thefe  particulars,  we  have  more  couch’d  than  at  firft  one  would 
be  readily  aware  of,  and  the  Oracle  that  gave  this  abftrufe  account  hath  Ihew’d 
an  uncommon  fagadty,  which  will  never  permit  me  to  think  there  are  not 
Men  of  great  parts  in  the  Difpenfary. 

The  Grand  defign  of  thefe  Sophi  is  to  get  thofe  Patients  that  will  recover 
by  the  firength  of  Nature,  or  whofe  Difeafes  will  terminate  by  a  Crifis  with¬ 
out  Phyfick,  that  is,  all  the  common  and  mod  numerous  Diforders,  with  the 
acute  Difeafes,  which  is  certainly  the  moft  advantageous  Pradice:  And  doing 
nothing  but  a  fmall  matter,  for  a  Colour  of  Merit,  that  people  may  not  think 
they  give  Fees  for  nothing,  will  not  quickly  expend  the  Drugs,  and  Medicines 
in  the  Repofitory^but  a  fmall  Stock  will  carry  on  the  Shop- trade, tho  they  fliould 
jell  as  cheap  as  they  pretend :  but  this  is  not  all,  there  is  commonly  more  cre¬ 
dit  got  by  curing  thofe  Difeafes  that  need  no  cure,  or  will  terminate  foon  by 
the  efforts  of  Nature  •,  for  when  the  Patient  is  well,  the  Difeafe  was  this  or 
that  grievous  Malady  :  one  or  two  proper  Diredions,  that  is,  what  will 
do  neither  good  nor  hurt,  muft  be  given  to  fatisfy  the  Patients  and  their  Friends, 
or  elfe  the  Fees  will  hardly  fatisfy  the  Dodor.  Tho  it  is  the  Opinion  of  one 
of  the  Company,  that  a  Phyfician  in  many  cafes,  cfpecially  in  die  Small  pox, 

deferves 


deferves  his  Fees  better  for  dire&ing  nothing,  than  for  doing  Co  (fee  Dialogue 
between  Alkgty  and  Acid,  pag.  71.)  But  I  cannot  conceive,  why  the  Difpen- 
fary  practice  of  doing  nothing,  fhould  be  the  only  Remedy  for  thefe  Difeafes  5 
and  why  an  Apothecary  or  other  Phyfician,  may  not  cure  by  the  fame  Method. 
But  the  People  being  afraid  of  Fees  in  final!  or  common  Difeafes,  are  apt  to 
run  to  Apothecaries  ^  fo  the  Doilors  lofe  the  moil  eafy,  fpeedy  and  advantage¬ 
ous  Bufmefs :  But  Apothecaries  being  as  willing  to  grow  rich  as  any,  make 
them  pay  dear  for  a  Multitude  of  unneceffary  and  pernicious  Medicines,  and  fb 
the  People  fuffer  wherever  they  go. 

Incidit  in  Scyllam  qm  valt  vitare  Charybdim,  unlefs  the  Binding  of  Pover¬ 
ty  prevent.  c  But  they  may  expedl  (fays  he)  this  will  be  debated  between 
c  the  Phyficians  of  the  Apothecaries  Party,  and  the  Peoples  ^  the  one  fidere- 

*  lying  on  the  Maxim,  ft  P  op  alas  valt  decipi  decipiatur ,  the  other  on  the 
1  Magna  Charta  of  all  Communities,  Salas  Popali  faprema  Lex. 

Remark.  If  the  College  of  Phyficians  are  divided,  we  may  expecS  the 
Houfe  cannot  ftand ;  but  I  think  it  is  no  juft  cenfure,  that  the  Phyficians  that 
are  not  of  the  Difpenfary,  are  of  the  Apothecaries  Party,  in  oppofition  to*the, 
good  of  the  People  y  for  I  know  fome  that  have  lefs  to  do  with  the  Apothe¬ 
caries  than  the  Difpenfary,  who  are  only  become  Apothecaries  themfclves,  or 
confederate  with  fome  Apothecaries  of  their  own  :  nor  does  it  appear  that  the 
Welfare  of  the  People,  and  not  their  own  advantage,  is  the  only  thing  they 
aim  at,  or  is  more  fought  by  them  than  by  divers  others. 

*  When  it  (hall  become  fenfible  (  adds  he  )  how  the  Publick  is  impofed  on 
c  in  the  expence  in  Sicknefs,  and  in  Life  it  felf,  the  Laws  which  now  punifh 
4  Offenders,  &c.  will  at  laft  interpofe  the  Cure  of  more  latent  and  enormous 
4  Crimes.  The  Faculty  will  have  the  Prote&ion  it  demands,  after  the  Per- 
4  formance  of  the  ftipulated  Conditions  5  the  Difpenfary  will  have  the  publick 
4  regard,  or  obferve  its  Enemies  punilhed  with  Fines  more  than  the  ico 
4  Marks,  or  the  other  more  fevere,the  lofsof  Life,  from  Medicines  in  the  ex- 

*  orbitant  Quantities  as  deftru&ive  as  Poifon. 

Remark^  Here  the  Difpenfary  is  veryuppifh,  and  threatens  its  Enemies  with 
Fines,  and  Death  y  which  I  confefs  will  be  a  greater  Argument  againft  their 
Enemies,  than  any  they  have  yet  given. 

But  what  they  mean  by  lofs  of  Life  from  Medicines  in  exorbitant  Quantities^ 
as  deftru&ive  as  Poifon,  I  do  not  know,  unlefs  they  defign  to  get  ati  A<5b 
that  whoever  will  not  regard  the  Difpenfary  (hall  be  poifoned  by  large  Dcfe 
of  Phyfick  :  but  the  Legiflators  ought  to  be  very  well  fatisfied,  in  the  ftipu¬ 
lated  Conditions,  that  they  be  not  only  publiLhed,  but  that  they  be  performed 
e5re  they  make  Laws  againft  either  the  People,  or  all  other  Phyficians. 


** 


CHAP.  II. 

BUT  we  come  now  to  the  Merchants  Letter,  where  firft  he  informs  us, 
c  that  he  had  a.Fev-cr,  which  was  cured  by  the  Difpenfary  Method  ol  giv- 
4  ing  but  lew  Medicines,  and  thofefcldom  given. 

Remark,  This  \ confefs  is  a  good  Method,  if.  the  Medicines  are  good 
but  there  rnay  certainly  be  a  Fault  as  wrel!  in  giving  too  little  as  too  much  : 
and  I  Believe  many  Medicines  prove  ineffectual  on  this  very  account,  and  the 
right  Method  does  not  lie  in  giving  little  or  .much,  but  juft  enough,  which  a  Man 
may  judg  of  without  being  of  the  Difpenfary.  c  But  this  Caution  gave  him 
4  greater  Confidence  in  the  Art,  with  the  Affurance  he  had  of  the  Medicines 
4  being  faithfully  prepared  and  d-ifpenfed  at  the  College. 

Remark What  Affurance  the  Merchant  was  capable  of  receiving,  that  the 
Medicines  are  faithfully  prepared  and  difpenfed  at  the  College,  1  know  not  =>  but 
X  do  not  fee  what  the  People  can  have  to  fatisfy  them,  more  than  their  Words, 
which  other  Apothecaries  alfo  are  ready  to  give,  tho  it  be  but  a  fmall 
Proof. 

s  But  when  the  Dodfor  allowed  him  to  fit  up  and  receive  his  Friends,  they 
4  gave  him  an  account  (lays  he)  of  the  gew  Revolution  in  Phyfick,  and  ge- 
4  nerous  Defign  of  the  Difpenfary,  which  they  were  extremely  fatisfied  with. 
v  They  told  him,  thjs  Conteft  between  the  honeft  Phyficians  of  the  Difpenfary 
4  (thus  it  feems  they  are  .diftinguilhed,  tho  the  Word  hath  lately  loft  its  value) 
1  and  the  Apothecaries  fupported  by  their  Confederates  the  Ami- College  Phy- 
4 . -ficians,  was  as  much  the  common  Difcourfe  as  the  Difference  between  the 
A- two  Companies,  or  the  great  Factions  which  divide  the  Nation* 

4  But, 

5  Twas  not  cafy  for  them  to  find  out  the  Reafon  and  Pretence  of  this  Con- 
f  -troverfy  y  but  they  who  had  been  adviftd  by  the  Difpenfary,  and  u fed  their 
4  Medicines,  could  more  eafily  difeover  the  true  Caufes  of  the  Separation, 
4  -  than  the  Citizens,  who  yet  lie  under  great  Errors  and  Prejudices  in  this  Af- 
4  fair-;  And  the  Cafe  according  to  the  Opinion  of  the  whole  Company  is  ac¬ 
cording  to  thefe  following  Particulars. 

Remark*  This  whole  Company  of  Vifitants  no  doubt  were  all  Merchants 
concerned,  and  ad  viftd  by  the  Difpenfary  (tho  feme  fort  of,  Patients)  and  not 
,  ignorant  Citizens,  dr  effe  they  would  not  have  had  fo  great  Satisfaction  in  the 
Generofity  of  the  Difpenfary  Defign,  and  have  feen  fo  much  into  the  Caufes 
c£  tjheir  Quarrel  with  other  Pbyficiaas  and  Apothecaries.  never  heard 

fo 
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fo  much  I  confefs  of  their  Factions  as  of  thofe  that  divide  the  Nation,  or 
that  the  Difpenfary  Men  are  the  only  honed  Phyficians  :  and  tho  they  afTume 
to  themfelves  the  Name  of  Honed  in  oppofition,  and  diftindion  from  all  o« 
ther  Doctors  and  Apothecaries  yet  I  think  they  cannot  be  very  proud  of  % 
fince  the  Word  hortefl  hath  lately  loll  its  value  as  they  confefs,  and  fo  their  Ho- 
nedyisof  no  great  account. 

But  that  the  Apothecaries  are  fupported  by  the  Anti-College  Phyficians, 
I  believe  is  a  li  p  of  the  Pen  s  it  fit ould"  have  been  Anti -Difpenfary  Phyficians,. 
for  none  ufe  Apothecaries  fo  much  as  thofe  of  the  College. 

But  let  us  hear  the  Particulars 

4  The  honed  Phyfician  is  obi  ged  by  the  Trud  repofed  in  him  by  the  Pafi- 
6  ent,  and  his  Intereft  in  the  Succefs,  to  take  care  that  tlie  Medicines  are  efftc- 
4  tualj  and  faithfully  difpenfrd  :  if  the  Inflrunients  are  not  good,  the  dlecf  of 
c  the  Advice  is  loll  *9  by  a  miftake  in  weight  or  mealure,  the  Life  of  the  Patient 
4  is  deftroyed. 

■  Remark*  What  the  Merchant  fays  here  is  certainly  very  true,  but  the  Dif¬ 
penfary  Phyfician  cannot  with  any  Modedy  ailrrt  himfelf  the  only  honed 
Phyfician,  if  the  word  be  took  in  its  ufoal  Senfe  and  others  are  as  much  ob¬ 
liged  in  Conference  and  filtered  as  he  *,  and  1  have  known  an  honed  Apotheca¬ 
ry  faithfully  difpenfe  an  effectual  Medicine  according  to  the  reputed  honed 
Do&ot’s  Prefer!  pf,  to  the  dedrudion  of  the  Patient  *,  who  had  he  known  the 
Cafe,  would  never  have  done  according  to  the  DodoiV  Order,  nor  have  let 
the  deadly  midake  in  the  Dofo,  which  was  merely  the  Doctor^,  have  its  ef- 
fecr.  _  '  / 

4  But  the  Apothecary  faddshe)  negkds  his  Duty  to  the  Phyfician  and  the 
4  Sick  v  is  rarely  in  his  Shop,  prepares  few  Medicines,  but  buys  them  under 
4  great  uncertainties  ,  truds  raw  Apprentices  to  died  the  Ingredients,  and 
4  meafure  the  Proportion  in  the  Prefer ipf* 

Remarks  This  cannot  judly  be  Laid  of  the  Apothecaries  in  general,  feme 
of  them  are  as  honed  as  any  in  the  Difpenfary  no  doubt,  and, not  guilty  of  thefe 
Crimes.  But,  _  \  ■" 

c  The  People,  he  fays  further,  who  are  not  acquainted  with  the  Difpenfa- 
c  ry,  of  two  Evils  chafe  the  lead  as  they  think,  by  ufing  the  Apothecaries^ 

4  believe  they  fave  the  Dodors  Fees  5  tho  the  Medicines  brought  in  in  little 
1  Parcels,  &c,  rife  to  a  greater  Sums  104111  mod  Cafes,  than  both  Advice 
4  and  P-hy  dek  in  mod  Difeafes, 

Remark.  This  I  believe  is  too  often  true,  but  ought  not  to  be  a  universal* 
Charge  j  and  it  has  been  too  often  found  that  the  Dodor  has  taken  more  for 
Fees  than  wasnecdfary  for  Phyfick  and  Advice  too.  But  fays-he, 
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■»  —■ 

4  The  Affociate  part  of  the  College, feeling  the  Apothccarys  power  in  Fami- 
4  lies,  readily  come  in,  or  are  forced  to  ferve  under  ’em,  on  condition  they  for- 
4  ward  the  increafe  of  the  Bill,  and  raife  their  Ability  to  advife,  to  an  equal  pitch 
4  with  their  own :  by  both  which  the  Apothecaries  intereft  is  more  confirm’d 

4  and  improv’d. 

Remarks  This  is  a  very  great  Scandal  to  the  greateft  part  of  the  College,  none 
being  excepted  but  the  Difpenfary  ;  but  they  have  one  commendation  thefe  o- 
therswanf,  viz.  that  they  raife  the  Ability  of  the  Apothecarys  to  advife  e- 
qual  with  their  own,  which  (hews  they  are  not  fo  felfifti  as  others  •  and  if  the 
Apothecary  be  as  able  to  advife,  l  fee  no  reafon  why  he  fhould  not :  And  by 
this  the  Peoples  intereft  will  be  confirm'd  and  improved  as  well  as  the  Apotheca¬ 
ries* 

But  he  continues,  4  The  Deflgn  is  therefore  to  revive  the  former  Prad ice  of 
4  Phy lick,  particularly  that  of  Lower  and  Sydenham, who  had  greater  fuccefs  with 
4  fewer  Remedies  than  now  are  forc’d  upon  the  People  :  or  rather  to  expofe  the 
4  Method  the  Phylicians  and  Apothecaries  ufe  to  themfelves  and  Friends 
4  of  avoiding  carefully  the  Excefs  by  which  innocent  things  become  deftruc- 
4  tive. 

Remark .  The  Practice  of  Lower  and  Sydenham  can’t  well  be  call’d  the  former 
Tradice,  nor  is  the  method  of  Pradice  lo  much  altered  fince  their  time,  nor 
could  I  ever  hear  of  their  extraordinary  fuccefs  above  other  Phylicians  I  believe 
they  us’d  but  few  Medicines,  for  to  do  them  jufiice  they  knew  not  many, 
having  none  of  the  profoundeft  skill  in  Pharmacy  :  But  having  great  Names, 
perhaps  in  fome  cafes  great  Expectations  might  alter  the  Patients,  with  a  very 
frnall  matter  befide.  But  if  the  Defign  be  to  expofe  the  Method  Phylicians  and 
Apothecaries  ufe  to  themfelves  and  Friends,  ol  carefully  avoiding  the  Excefs, 
&c.  it  is  a  Commendation,  and  they  will  be  willing  to  be  expos’d,  whether 
Difpenfary  Dodors,  Apothecariesor  others.  He  adds, 

x  But  the  Difpenfary  defigns  to  convince  the  People  by  their  experience, 
4  that  the  moft  uieful  and  effectual  Remedies  are  of  no  great  Price. 

Remarks  But  then  it  mull  be  taken  for  granted,  that  they  have  the  moft  ule- 
ful  and  effedual  Remedies,  which  we  know  they  have  not  ^  tho  they  offer  to 
fale  their  Arcana  s  in  their  Bill  lately  difpers’d.  Nor  will  1  grant  that  the  moft 
ufeful  and  effedual  Remedies  are  of  Email  value,  or  ought  to  be  fold  for  a  mean 
Price,  unlefs  the  Fee  makes  amends. 

He  goes  on  faying,  4  The  Publick  will  foon  be  fenfible  that  the  Expence  in 
c  almoft  all  Difeafes  per  Diem  will  be  of  oney  two  or  three  Shillings,  inftead  of  fo 
4  many  Pounds,  &c .  and  that  their  Diftempers  will  fooner  yield  to  a  few  well 
4  prepar’d  College- Medicines,  than  to  the  decay’d,  vicious,  and  adulterate  of 
4  the  Shops  •,  and  the  Phyficians  Reward  and  Remedies  too  come  far  fhort  of 
i  the  Total  of  a  long  Bilk  >  *  Remark, 
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Remark  It  is  a  hard  matter  to  fay  what  the  daily  Expence  of  all  Difeafcs 
will  be  5  but  it  is  the  ufual  Method  of  Traders  to  pretend  to  underfell  one  a- 
nother,  to  get  cuftom  *,  but  they  propofe  Advantage  by  it :  and  we  muh  under- 
fland  this  rate  is  to  the  Poor.  But  how  any  will  be  affur’d  Difeafes  will  yield  to 
College-Medicines  fooner  than  to  others,  or  that  they  will  be  well  prepar’d,  I 
know  not,  or  how  they  can  fay  (hop. Medicines  are  decay’d,  vicious,  and  adul¬ 
terate,  yet  thofe  in  the  College- Shops  wall  never  be  fo. 

But  fays  he,  4  The  Difpenfary  can’t  fail  of  univerfal  Approbation,  when  the 
c  People  reflet  that  they  have  in  many  Cafes  ufed  the  Method  they  recommend, 

4  preparing  in  their  Houfes  the  white  Decodtion,  Infulions  of  Rubarb  and 
4  Senna,  &c.  or  tiling  the  common  Cordial  Wafers,  Spirits,  and  Tindfurts 
4  bought  of  the  Druggilf,  Chymift,  or  Whole fale  (hops. 

Remark^,  The  Difpenfary  (or  Merchant  for  ’em)  now  allures  it  felf,  and 
that  infallibly,  of  a  univerfal  Approbation,  when  once  the  People  reflect  that 
they  han’t  only  imitated  the  Apothecaries  keeping  Shops  and  felling  Medicines, 
but  ufed  even  the  peoples  Method  (  which  muft  needs  be  good  )  in  preparing 
the  white  Decottion^  Jnfufion  of  Senna  ,  Grand  Remedies,  and  wifely  prepared 
no  doubt !  but  Cordial  Water /,  Spirits  and  Tin&ures  bought  of  the  Druggift, 
Chymift,  or  Wholefale  Ihops,  they  cry  down  in  the  Apothecary,  but  imi¬ 
tate  in  the  People.  ,  ' 

4  But  when  its  life  (  he  fays  further  )  (hall  become  more  publick,  their  ge- 
4  nerous  Charity  and  regard  to  Mankind  will  be  loudly  applauded  ;  and  the 
4  Advantages  from  it  to  this  City  allow’d  to  be  greater  than  all  the  Royal  mu- 
f  nificent  Hofpitals  in  Europe . 

Remarks  Ingens  Gloria  calcar  habet ,  I  fee?  but  Charity  and  Philanthropy 
ufually- begin  at  home,  and  where  it  appears  it  ought  to  be  applauded. 

That  the  Difpenfary  may  poflibly  be  of  more  Advantage  to  the  City  than 
all  the  Hofpitals  in  Europe  except  its  own,  I  readily  believe  $  but  whether  it  will , 
be  any  to  it,  or  themfelves,  is  yet  doubtful. 

4  This  is  the  fhort  view  (  fays  he  )  I  could  take  of  the  prefent  and  future  State 
4  of  Phyfick  (  obvious  to  every  one  that  will  confider  his  own  intereft,  or  not  be 
4  very  unwilling  to  be  inform’d  )  but  becaufe  it  is  an  affair  of  the  greateft 
4  Concern  of  our  Life,  your  Friends  oblige  me  to  confult  you,  and  report  to 
’em  your  Opinion  of  the  grievous  Diftemper,  and  the  moft  probable  methods 
4  of  curing  it,  with  an  unanimous  Refolution  to  fupport  and  encourage  a 
4  Defign,  by  which  all  Conditions  of  Men  are  equally  obliged. 

Remark  This  is  the  vkw  which  that  Merchant  and  his  Friends  could  take  s 
but  how  this  prefent  and  future  State  of  Phyfick  is  fo  obvious,  and  in  relation 
to  the  Difpenfary  an  affair  of  the  greateft  importance,  I  don’t  fee.  Well,  but  the 
Merchant  is  oblig’d  to  confult  the  Phyfician,with  a  promife  of  the  unanimous  Re¬ 
folution 
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folution  of  the  Merchants  to  fupport  and  encourage  the  Defign  :  but  I  am  afraid 
(nice  the  Merchants  have  been  lately  found  guilty,  and  puniftied  for  promoting 
Ddigfis,  they  will  not  be  fo  free  or  able  for  the  future  to  oblige  all  Conditions  of 
Men, 

But,  we  come  to  the  Difrnal  Account  which  the  Merchant  received 
from  the  Phyfician  of  the  Barbarous  treatment  of  the  Sick,  fo  far  as  his  Memo¬ 
ry  would  ferve  him. 

4  That  we  are  impos’d  on  more  than  any  other  Nation  in  all  the  Arts  that 
i  relate  to  Life  and  Health. 

Remark  We  are  like  to  be  impos’d  on  ftill,  if  fome  other  Method  be  not  efta- 
bliflied  than  that  the7 Difpenfary  propofes,  being  no  way  affur’d  we  fliall  not  be 
impos’d  on  by  them. 

4  That  the  common  and  mofV ufeful  Remedies  are  put  upon  the  People  at  a 
c  Rate,  in  moil  fifty  times,  in  many  one  hundred  times  more  than  their  intrin- 
4  fick  value. 

Remark .  The  common  Remedies  are  not  the  moil  ufeful,  nor  are  the  moil 
ufeful  put  upon  the  People  *,  but  the  intrinfick  value  of  the  moft  ufeful  Reme¬ 
dies  are  not  known  to  the  Difpenfary,  they  being  ignorant  of  them. 

c  That  the  exorbitant  Expence  ruins  the  Poor,  and  deters  them  and  the 
4  Rich  from  a  juft  care  of  their  Health,  to  avoid  oppreffive  Treatment,  fubfe- 
c  quent  Dileafes. 

Remark.  Exorbitant  Expence,  if  the  Poor  can  expend  it,  will  ruin ’em  no 
doubt  *,  but  1  ftiould  think  the  Fear  of  it  fhould  not  deter  ’em  or  the  Rich  from, 
but  fright  ’em  to  a  juft  Care  of  their  Health  :  yet  if  the  juft  Care  of  Health  be 
to  fee  a  Dodor,  or  go  to  an  Apothecary,  I  am  apt  to  think  either  of  them  will 
be  fomewhat  chargeable.  ^  ;  - 

c  To  hide  thefe  Exadiions  from  the  People,  the  Apothecaries  allow  none  to 
4  pradife  with  ’em  but  who  betray  their  Profeillon,  countenance  a  vaft 
4  quantity  of  Phyfick  deftrudive,  and  fupport  exorbitant  Rates  in  the  Bills :  Phy- 
4  iicians  are  brought  into  all  Families  by  them,  and  writing  well  is  the  Lan- 
€  guage  for  writing  very  long  Prefcriptions. 

Remark ±  That  fome  of  the  Apothecaries  are  guilty  of  fome  of  thefe  pradi- 
ces  I  don’t  queftion,  but  1  think  they  charge  too  General*,  indeed,  I  have 
heard  the  term  of  Writing  Well  thus  interpreted,  and  have  heard  that  2  or  3  A- 
pothecanes  have  engaged  with  a  young  Phyfician  to  cry  him  up  on  condition  he 
would  thus  write  well  :  but  fuch  things  ought  to  be  difeover’d,  who  and  when, 
and  punifh*d. 

4  The  Efteem  of  the  Profeffidn  is  funk  by  the  Scandal  of  all  the  Deaths  in 
4  the  Town  thrown  on  Phyficians,  who  are  rarely  confuted  but  when  the  Cafe 
*  is  made  defperate  by  the  Apothecaries,  and  the  Patient  takes  the  Prognoftick 
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*  of  Death  from  the  Change  of  Advice,  and  is  deprived  of  that  affuranco 
4  which  is  the  greateft  fupport  in  Sicknefs, 

Remark.  The  Efteem  of  thofe  that  profefs  to  fave  Lives  muft  needs  fink  where 
they  are  thought  to  do  nothing,  or  to  kill  *,  and  wherever  the  Work  lies  be¬ 
tween  two,  one  will  blame  the  other.  I  have  heard  the  Apothecary  fay,  fuch  a 
one  died  Secundum  Artem  $  and  the  Dr.  is  not  always  wanting  to  blame  (  or 
at  leaft  infinuate  a  Fault  in  )  the  Apothecary  :  but  the  Reafon  why  perfons  fo 
rarely  confultthc  Phyficians  is  their  own  fault,  becaufe  they  will  not  proportion 
their  Fees  to  the  Capacities  of  the  Patients,  or  more  commonly  advife  freely.  For 
a  Patient  to  be  afrighted  with  Death,  in  fome  cafes  is  very  prejudicial,  in  fome 
beneficial :  a  well  grounded  Aflurance  much  promotes  fome  Cures,and  the  Con¬ 
fidence  of  an  ignorant  Phyfician  many  times  does  more  than  his  Prefcripts,  or 
even  than  thofe  of  the  more  knowing. 

fc  That  the  Study  of  Artis  neglected,  becaufe  the  Difeafes  are  by  ill  treatment 
c  forc’d  into  unnatural  Symptoms,  and  differ  from  all  thofe  your  Authors  treat 
‘  of :  there  are  in  the  Books  of  Phyfick  no  cafes  manag’d  by  an  Apothecary  by 
c  almoft  one  common  random  Method  s  your  Writers  have  been  careful  in  this 
4  to  conceal  the  infamy  of  the  People  and  your  Profeflion. 

Remark,  A  true  account  of  Cafes  duly  manag’d,  no  doubt  is  of  great  ufe 
and  benefit  to  Students  in  Phyfick,  but  I  believe  there  are  but  few  fuch  Au¬ 
thors. 

But,  he  that  can’t  judg  of  a  Difeafe  by  what  he  fees  in  the  Patient,  has  not 
made  any  great  proficiency  in  natural  Knowledg  *,  and  it  is  a  fhame  that  Phy¬ 
ficians  ihould  confefs  the  Study  of  Art  is  neglected,  tho  there  were  no  Books  ^  it 
was  at  firft  practis’d  without  any  fuch  helps.  But  it  had  been  well,  if  the  late 
Writers  had  been  careful  to  difeover  the  ill  Practice  of  thofe  People  of  the  Pro- 
feffion,  tho  to  their  infamy,  that  we  might  know  what  would  not  fuccced,  and 
what  Rocks  and  Shelves  to  avoid, and  not  chufe  to  make  up  their  Obfcrvations  on¬ 
ly  with  Cafes  more  creditable. 

But  he  goes  on,  4  It  is  now  ten  years  fince  a  Committee  of  the  honeft  Part 
4  of  the  College  expofed  thefe  Grievances  to  the  Lord  Mayor  and  Court  of  Al- 
c  dermen,  and  had  convinc’d  ’em  of  the  neceility  of  removing  the  oppreflion 
c  the  Publick  had  long  felt  *,  and  it  was  concluded  the  Phyficians  Ihould  rate  the 
4  Price  of  Medicines  in  their  Prefcriptions.  This  was  haughtily  rejected  by  the 
4  Company  at  a  Meeting  in  their  Hall  fome  Months  after  s  a  fmall  Number  of 
c  the  Younger  Apothecaries  offering  to  comply,  were  compel’d  with  threats  to 
4  retract  their  promifes.  The  Committee  of  the  Aldermen  and  Commons 
c  (the  Apothecaries  flying  from  that  as  neceffary  asreafonable  Propofal)  defir’d 
4  that  the  College  would  provide  a  Repofitory  of  Medicines,  which  will  and 
1  may  have,  and  may  jufily  claim  (  after  twenty  thoufand  Bills  made  up  there) 
l  their  Regard  and  Protection.  C  Remark 
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Remark*  By  the  honed  Part  of  the  College  we  muft  underdand,  the4tfDif- 
penfary  Dodor- Apothecaries  5  but  how  the  reft  will  take  it,  to  be  without  di- 
liin&ion  counted  the  Diftioneft  pan  of  the  College,  we  may  eafily-  judg. 

It  is  now  no  new  thing  tor  fome  Phyiicians  to  cry  down  all  others,  even  in  their 
Morals,  that  they  themfelves  may  be  better  thought  on :  But  how  even  that 
honed  part  of  the  College  could  honedly  pretend  to  rate  the  Medicines  they 
fhould  have  preferibed,  I  don’t  know,  when  they  neither  know  the  Coil  nor  Art 
of  the  Preparations  >  befides,  unlefs  it  were the  honed  part  of  the  College,  they 
might  oblige  the  Apothecaries  as  well  in  rating  as  in  preferibing.  Now  the 
A pothecarys  might  well  rejedt  this  Propofal,  that  a  pared  of  Men  that  did  not 
underdand  Trade  (  being  not  then  turn’d  Merchants )  (hould  rate  their  Goods  i 
and  certainly  thofe  that  were  willing  to  comply,  mull  be  very  young,  to  fuppofc 
this  Propofal  cither  reafonable,  neccffary  or  pofliblev  but  the  Difpcn (ary, Do&ors 
having  fo  very  much  bufinefs  need  not  be  difeontented^  or  fo  earned ]y  crave  pro- 
tc&ion  v  20000  Bills  one  with  another  might  well  arife  to  2000/.  and  the  Fees 
make  more  than  that  Sum  neat  profit,  which  would  protedl  them  fufficiently 
from  the  attacks  of  iooo  Cliilerpipe  Men. 

But  he  fays  further,  4  The  Laws  of  the  lad  Age  faw  and  provided  againd 
4  thefevile  Abufes  y  but  our  Laws  are  fubjedt  to  the  fame.  D'ifeafes  as  our 
4"  felves,  are  fallen  into  the  infirmity'  of  old  Age,  and  to  be  regardlcfs  of  others 
4  concerns. 

Remark*  If  the  Laws  are  difeafed,  ’twill  be  well  if  the  Difpenfary  can  prepare 
powerful  Remedies  to  cure  them  phut  old  Age  I  doubt  will  be  beyond  their  cure, 
even  in  themfelves,  tho  they  regard  only  their  own  concerns. 

4  You  allow’d  (  adds  he  )  the  Faculty  could  not  want  the  Art  of  relieving-it 
€  felf*  but  one  Party  turns  its  force  agaiftd  another,  like  a  vitious  Gompofition 
4  of  Ingredients  of  oppofite  Qualities  has  no  virtue  to  fubdue  the  Epidcmiok 
^Malignity.  '*,]*-  '!■ 

Remark.  I  grant  the  Faculty  has  always  dudiedthc  Art  of  relieving  it  felfr 
and  fo  have  the  Company  \ ,  and  becaufc  thefe  have  been  mod  expert  in  if,  the 
Faculty  complains  :  But  the  Faculty  indeed  is  a  vitious  Gompofidon,whofe  ma¬ 
lignity  lies  upon  the  People,  it  was  never  well  compounded  ,  even  the  Difpen¬ 
fary  Ingredients  are  not  without  vice,  nor  will  the  Fermentation  among  them 
amend  (  I  doubt  )  but  rather  exalt  the  Malignity,  or  the  People  ever  he  free 
from  vile  abufes  till  there  be  a  new  and  better  Prescript.  He  further  adds, 

1  The  great  increafe  of  Apothecaries  is  evidently  the  caufe  of  all  the  prefent 
£*■  Grievances  to  the  Profeffion  of  Phyfick,  to  themiclves  and  the  People.  They 
1  arc  become  1 000,  ten  to  one  Phyfician  5  the  regulated  Citys  abroad  allowr 
^  no  more  than  can  make  up  the  Phyiicians  Dire$ions  one  to  ten.  The  Con- 
^fequenoe  of  fo  great  a  Number  can’t  be  avoided,  900  can’t  poffibly  keep  good 
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4  Medicines  in  their  Shops;  mod  of  the  Competitions,  and  mo  ft  of  theSim™ 
c  pies  often  mov’d  in  little  quantities,  are  fubjedf  to  evaporate  their  moil  adirve 
4  Parts,  to  corrupt  and  become  vapid  and  four,  or  rotten  and  linking.  Who 
4  will  believe  the  timple  Waters,  Tindfures,  Spirits,  Pouders  of  volatil  parts, 
4  Syrups,  Eledfuaries,  &c .  can  wait  and  keep  well,  till  they  have  their  turn 
4  to  be  us’d,  when  the  Shops  are  as  numerous  as  the  fick  ?  they  mult  be  thrown 
4  away  and  fupply’d  anew,  if  the  Cuftomer  can’t  be  impos’d  upon,  but  that 
4  will  be  fooner  than  a  new  Preparation. 

Remark;  It  now  appears  that  it  is  the  number  of  Apothecarys  that  moft 
grieves  the  honeft  Profeffors  of  Phyfick,  and  their  own  grief  is  firff  felt  ^  the 
Apothecaries  being  a  great  many, get  a  great  deal  of  the  eafieft  bufinels, which  the 
Profeilion  would  have  otherwife  had:  but  if  they  are  ten  to  one  Phylician,  the 
College  are  not  all  Phyficians-,  and  if  they  were  but  one  to  ten, I  believe  they  could 
not  make  up  the  Phyficians  Prefcriptions,  which  are  commonly  large  enough.  But 
the  number  of  Apothecaries  is  not  the  chief  caufe  that  they  can't  keep  good 
Remedies,  but  that  the  learned  Do&ors  have  given  them  fuch  a  large  and  ill- 
compil’d  Farrago  of  Medicines,  that  they  will  not  keep  good.  They  mult 
have  a  great  Catalogue  of  fimple  Waters,  which  fignify  nothing  but  to  mix 
things  as  a  Vehicle,  many  of  which  can  be  made  but  once  a  Year,  and  won’t 
keep  a  Month  without  being  corrupted,  when  Dr.  Bates's  Hydropeg,  or 
common  Spring  or  diftill'd  Water  is  as  good  \  likewife  of  Syrups,  many  of  which 
are  alfb  made  but  once  a  Year,  and  are  apt  to  ferment,  grow  four,  or  be  fill’d 
with  Flies,  and  which  is  wor/e,  are  good  for  nothing  but  to  clog  the  Stomach  of 
fick  People.  The  fame  may  be  faid  of  the  numerous  Glades  of  Conferves,  and 
Eledfuaries  made  up  with  Sugar  and  Honey.  Pouders  are  of  very  different 
Natures,  fome  incorruptible,  others  foon  fpoil’d,  and  others  never  good :  but 
Tindtures  and  Spirits  may  be  kept  long  enough  unchangeable,  tho  ever  fo  vola- 
til  *,  and  if  they  lofe  any  thing  of  firength,  a  little  larger  Dofe  will  do. 

But  a  Difpenfatory  might  eafily  be  made  of  fewer  and  more  effectual  Reme¬ 
dies  not  C3fily  corruptible,  were  Phyficians  or  Apothecaries  well  skill’d  in  the 
Materia  Mcdica  and  Pharmacy ;  but  until  they  are,  were  there  ever  fofew  Apo¬ 
thecaries,  the  lick  will  be  abuled,  while  they  arc  obliged  to  keep  fioolith  things 
that  one  Dodfor  in  io  or  a  ioo,  or  in  the  whole  Town  perhaps,  has  a  fancy  to 
u(e-  now  and  then. 

c  But  the  numbers  pf  the  Apothecaries  (  fays  he  )  like  Hawkers  are  always 
4  vifiting  the  Families,  and  recommend  the  taking  Trade  in  eafieft  cafes  b  in 
4  others  they  quicken  the  ufe  of  Boles,  and  Draughts.  They  are  rarely  fecn  in 
c  their  bufinefs  of  the  Shop  :  The  Prcfcript  of  the  Dodior  and  Apothecary  him- 
4  felf  is  left  to  be  made  up  by  the  raw  heedlefs  Boy,  that  has  not  the  Difcretion 
€  of  his  Mafter ;  whbfe  utmoft  care  is  required,  when  the  Patients  Life  is  loft  by 
4  almoft  every  Miftake.  G  2  4  The 
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4  The  vomitive,  corrofive,  chymical Liquors  or  Pouders,  maybe  taken  in- 
4  (lead  of  the  Cordials  of  the  fame  Colours :  Can  the  Boy  bring  his  Mind  to  a 
‘  fteadinefs,  to  number  his  Drops  of  Laudanum,  or  violent  Acids,  to  weigh 
4  half  a  grain  of  Ofium ,  Elaterium ,  or  judg  the  Patient  mull  die  by  the  Apo- 
4-iem,  boiled  after  this  or  that  Deccdion,  or  that  a  Copper  Vtffel  fhall  make 
4  the  Preparation  poifonous  ? 

Remark.  The  number  of  Apothecaries  will  not  much  alter  the  Cafe,  if  the 
Numbers  of  Dodors  and  other  People  encreafed  alike  *,  but  if  they  would  hauk 
only  for  the  Dodors,  we  (hould  not  have  the  Numbers  complained  of*r  and  if 
they  were  fewer,  they  would  trull  as  much  to  Boys  or  fome  other  Servants 
having  more  Bufinefs :  but  being  many,  and  the  Bufinefs  divided  among  them, 
they  may  the  better  attend  themfelves.  Many  Faults  are  no  doubt  committed 
by  Boys,  in  midaking  things  and  their  Doles,  and  fometimes  in  not  being 
able  to  read  or  underhand  the  Dodofsbad  Hand  or  Latin,  or  corred  his  Mis¬ 
takes  as  to  the  Dofe,  or  things  prefcribed  together,  or  the  Nature  of  the  Me¬ 
dicine,  which  fome  Mailers  have  done  e’re  now,  and  thereby  favcd  the  Life 
of  the  Patient,  of  which  Indances  might  be  given.  But  fays  he, 

4  The  honed  Apothecaries  alfo  complain  and  lament  the  Difficulties,  which 
4  by  the  exorbitant  Numbers  are  brought  on  the  People  and  themfelves  5  that 
4  their  Medicines  cannot  be  vented  while  good  and  fit  for  ufe. 

Remark .  It  feems  there  are  fome  honell  Apothecaries  then,  even  in  the  O- 
pinioti  of  the  Difpenfary.Dodors,  and  no  doubt  they  are  alike  honed  to 
themfelves,  and  wifh  there  were  fewer  of  the  Company,  that  they  might  have 
better  Trade  *,  and  if  they  were  as  fadious  as  the  College,  they  might  dedroy 
one  another,  and  the  great  ones  devour  the  little  ones.  The  fpoiling  of  their  Me¬ 
dicines  is  from  their  extravagant  Numbers  and  undurable  Qualities  (as  before 
faid)  not  the  Number  of  their  Makers. 

He  adds,  4  that  they  and  their  Servants  are  bafely  ufed  as  Porters,  to  fetch 
4  and  carry  Boles  and  Glades,  and  have  not  leifure  in  their  Shops  to  prepare 
4  and  compound  any  thing,  but  buy  abroad. 

Remark  They  arc  Porters  to  the  Dodors  then,  and  why  not  to  the  honeded, 
who  ought  to  fend  their  Bills  to  them  to  encourage  their  Honedy,  and  not  take 
the  Trade  out  of  their  Hands,  by  fettingup  Shops  of  their  own  ?  But  if  they 
have  not  leifure  for  all  their  Bufinefs,  it  is  a  fignrthey  have  too  much  trade. 
But  further,  4  They  are  forced  to  advife  againd  their  Confidence,  commanded 
4  by  theNurfes  and  People  to  own  themfelves  as  skilful  as  other  Apothecaries 
**  (who  undertake  any  thing)  that  they  may  not  forfeit  their  Bufinefs. 

Remark  Thefe  honed  Apothecaries  it  feems  are  the  lead  skilful,  or  elfc 
it  could  not  go  againd  their  Confidences  to  own  themfelves  as  wife  as  others. 
But  it  is  pity,  they  fhould  be  fo  forced  into  Bufinefs  by  their  Cudomers  Com¬ 
mands, 
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mancte,  the  horteft  Dodors  would  willingly  take  it  off  their  honed  HLnds.  A 
gFn,  T 

4  That  to  live  themfelves,  they  mull  endanger  the  Life  of  their  Cuftomer ; 
4  give  more  than  they  would  ufe  themfelves  in  the  fame  Cafe.  They,  relied 
c  with  Horror  at  firll,  that  they  violate  the  Laws  of  their  Country  *,  fubjed  to 
c  Fines,  adjudged  Felons,  if  they  miffake  the  Virtue  or  Dofe  of  the  Medicines^ 
4  obliged  to  fet  exorbitant  Prices  to  the  Poor  and  Servants,  that  the  Wealthy 
4  may  notdifcern  the  Difference  :  they  are  in  the  fad  Condition  of  the  French 
4  King,  in  the  abfurd  Defcription  in  King  Arthur,  who  was  wont  to  make 
4  his  Meals  on  the  raw  Limbs  of  his  poor  Subjeds. 

Remark^  This  is  a  fad  Charader  of  t'ne  honefl  Apothecarys,  that  they  are 
fuch  Sinners  again!!  their  own  Confidences,  1  cannot  underhand  how  they 
carnc  to  be  in  fo  much  Favour  with  the  Difpenfary,  as  .  to  be  (fill  termed  Ho- 
rieff,  imlefs  it  be  for  fetching  or  carrying,  or  for  their  Ignorance,  whereby  it  is 
fuppofed  they  will  be  capable  of  doing  their  Duty,  or  rather  the  Dodors  left 
hurt  in  Pradice  :  Or  is  it  likenefs-fakc  ?  But  to  add  to  their  Crimes,  they  wan¬ 
tonly  devour  the  People  alive,  which  if  it  be  true,  it  is  a  Sign  their  Confcienees 
are  not  much  concerned  *,  and  what  are  the  reff  if  the  honeft  are  fo  bad  ?  Yet 
I  can  hardly  believe,  any  ever  made  this  Gonfeffion.  But  furtheFthey  fay  (if 
we  may  believe  the  Merchant) 

4  That  the  odd  Confulion  of  their  Bufinefs  perplexes  them,  to  be  one  Hour 
c  wiping  the  bliftered  Part,  and  clapping  on  Melilof,  then  giving  a  Glyfter  > 

4  next  confidering  what  toadvife  in  a  malignant  Fever,  then  in  the  Convulfi- 
ons  of  a  Child.  The  laft  mull  be  done  by  the  bafeft  Perfidioufnefs  of  ffeal- 
4  ing  off  the  File,  this  or  that  Phyfician’s  Bill  they  imagine  to  hit  the  Cafe, 

4  and  fave  him  the  Trouble  of  feeing  the  Patient. 

Remark .  Still  more  Commendations  of  the  honeff  Apothecaries,  fure  thefe 
are  fome  near  the  College,  perfidious  in  dealing  Bills  off  the  Files  *,  no,  I  be¬ 
lieve  the  Crime  lies  in  laving  the  Dodor  the  Trouble,  I  would  lay  Profit,  of 
feeing  the  Patient :  but  why  he  muff  (leal  a  Bill  for  a  convulfive  Child  rather 
than  any  other  Cafe,  I  don’t  underftand,  unlefs  this  Merchants  Talent  lies  in  cu¬ 
ring  Convulfions.  But  if  the  Confulion  of  the  Bufinefs  fo  perplexes  them, 
why  have  the  Dodors  fo  perplexed  it  ?  why  have  they  never  called  for  the 
Surgeons,  or  Butchers  to  take  off  the  Skins  of  the  Patients,  and  fupply  them 
with  Melilof,  and  fomc  fitter  Perfons  to  adminifter  behind?  But  if  thefe  things 
are  fo  great,  and  perplexing  a  Confulion,  why  does  the  Difpenfary  undertake 
the  fame?  .  / 

4  But’tis  obvious  (he  goes  on)  the  prodigious  Number  of  Apothecaries  will 
4  in  a  few  Years  naturally  increafe  to  more  than  twice  as  many,  and  fo  on  ,  will 
*  oblige  them  to  increafe  the  greater  vent  of  Phyfick,  and  higher  Prices ,  they 

*  will 
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will  not  be  wanting  in  perpetual  IncroachmcntS  on  the  Faculty,  they  will  be 
4  plying  to  raife  and  fupport  their  filtered,  &c.  they  will  alliime  the  cure  of 
4  many  thoufands  yearly  that  would  have  been  fooner  well  without  Phyilck  ^ 
4  they  will  druggie  fird  with  their  own  Fraternity,  then  the  Members  of  the 
4  College,  except  their  Confederates  ^  they  will  not  bear  or  commend  any  Me* 
4  thod,  but  where  Phyfick  is  ordered  every  Hour,  &c. 

Remark .  *  Fis  the  Number  of  Apothecaries  dicks  in  this  Tradcfman’s  iSto- 
tnach,  more  than  their  Honedy,  he  plainly  (hews, not  becaufe  they  will  be  fo  ma¬ 
ny  Porters  and  raife  the  Rates  of  Drugs,  but  becaufe  they  will  encroach  on 
the  Faculty,  and  get  the  Credit  of  many  Cures,  which  were  done  merely 
by  not  killing,  by  which  fomc  Dodiors  might  have  raifed  a  confiderable  Repu¬ 
tation. 

But  whether  they  will  have  the  wit  to  learn  of  the  Dodtors,  to  druggie  with 
their  own  Fraternity,  I  quedion,  and  of  which  this  is  meant,  the  honed  Apo¬ 
thecaries  or  the  others  :  but  if  they  grow  fo  numerous,  and  the  College  take 
no  Care  to  enter  Auxiliaries,  I  fear  they  will  be  too  hard  for  the  College,  both 
honed  and  didioned  too,  if  their  filtered  ingage  them  againd  all.  But  dill  to 
inhance  the  Crimes  of  the  (Honed)  Apothecaries.  c  They  will  not  fufier 
4  any  Character  of  a  Phyiician  to  pafs  without  an  Allay  or  Antidote,  who 
4  will  not  judify  his  Pradf ice,  and  all  his  Medicines  with  the  Air  and  Afifurance 
4  of  a  Common  Knight  of  the  Pod,  and  take  the  Death  of  the  Patient  on 
4  himfelf.  Any  Citizen  who  will  think,  may  difeern  the  Reafon  of  theper- 
4  petual  Diflenfions  of  the  College;  one  Party  would  raife  its  Reputation  by 
4  ferving  the Publick faithfully,  the  other  oppofe  all  Projcdts  of  that  kind  to 
4  merit  the  Favour  of  the  Apothecaries. 

*  The  Apodates  from  their  own  Profeffion  are  not  to  be  informed  that  the 
4  Dignity  of  the  Faculty  mud  fink,  when  they  are  forced  to  delude  the  People 
4  by  applauding  the  unskilful  or  pernicious  Treatment  \  and  the  Dodtor  for 
4  his  Fee  has  the  Reproaches  of  the  Houle  and  Funeral,  when  he  dares  not 
4  inform  them  the  Patient  had  the  fatal  Stroak  already  given  him,  that  the 
4  midake  of  the  Apprentice  in  fubdituting  one  thing  for  another,  or  a  wrong 
4  Proportion  was  the  true  Caufe  of  a  violent  not  natural  Death.  When  we 
4  rarely  treat  a  Didemper  at  its  beginning,  commonly  the  only  time  to  interpofe 
c  between  Nature  and  the  Difeafe  to  any  purpofe,  arc  called  to  no  purpoie 
4  in  the  end,  when  all  is  in  Confufion,  the  Vigor  of  Nature  fpent,  or  oppref- 
4  fed  with  as  many  Dofes  as  Hours  in  8  or  io  Days,  and  chiefly  imployed  in 
i  worn  opt  and  vitiated  Conditutions. 

Remark  All  Apothecaries  are  certainly  wicked  Fellows,  if  the  honed 
ones  are  fo  bad,  and  the  word  Honed  has  indeed  loft  its  value  y  but  they  do 
but  imitate  the  Dodiors,  who  will  not  give  them  a  good  Gharadler,  unlcfs 
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they  will  comply  with  their  Intercft.  But  it  is  a  great  Scandal  to  the  College 

that  they  (offer  iuch  Members  amongft  them,  that  have  no  more  Faith  or  Ho¬ 
nour  than  Knights  of  the  Poft  v  that  will  jullify  what  they  don’t  know*  viz* 
the  Apothecaries  Medicines  and_  Bone  If  y  :  and  the  Doctors  are  imprudent  too 
as  well  as  wicked,  or  tlfe  they  never  would  take  the  Deaths  of  the  Patients  oil 
themfelves,  or  the  Cure  of  them  they  know  pad  cure.  But  it  is  not  fo  obvious 
to  the  Citizens,  that  the  Dupenfary  Doctors  are  all  inch  as  would  raife  their 
Reputation  by  faithfully  ferving  the  PublLk  *,  and  that  all  the  red  oppoft 
allfuch  Deligns  to  get  the  Favour  of  the  Apothecaries  *,  that  they  are  all  bale 
Apodates  ftom  their  Pro fedton,  Now  I  think  it  would  (hew  but  little  Ho- 

nedy  in  a  Phyiician  after  his  Patient’s  Death,  to  tell  the  Patient’s  Friends  he 
was  killed,  or  incurable  before  he  undertook  him,  or  that  the  Medicines  were 
not  good,  and  that  the  Boy  midook,  when  of  fuch  things  (tho  they  too  of¬ 
ten  happen)  the  Doctor  is  commonly  ignorant.  But  when  this  honed  Mer¬ 
chant  was  well  enough  to  go  abroad,  he  tells  u<?, 

4  That  he  was  recommending  the  Advantages  of  the  Difpenfary,  and  the 
4  Integrity  of  the  Phyficians  Sublcribers,  but  was  fur  prized  to  hear  many 
4  exprefs  a  Prejudice  againft  if,  without  defiring  to  know  the  Defign  of  it  • 

4  a  notable  Company  about  a  Tea-table  had  been  exclaiming,  and  faid,  they’d 
4  go  the  old  way  (ill  it  carxre  more  in  fafbion,  fince  they  did  not  know  how 
4  many  had  been  killed  by  the  Apothecaries,  they  were  eafy  not  to  find  out  new 
4  Occasions  of  Trouble,  &c„ 

Remark*  Thefe  were  Merchants  no  doubt  of  the  old  Company,  that  were 
contented  to  trade  upon  the  oldi'oundation,  ^  they  had  fettled  their  Heads  by  a 
Difhor  two  of  Tea,  and  were  willing  to  fee  others  make  out  their  Pretenfions. 
They  were  not  willing  to  accufe  the  Apothecaries  of  Murder,,  unlefs  they  could 
prove  it,  left  they  fhould  bring  themfelves  into  Trouble.  But, 

4  In  other  Vifits,  he  was  Jtartled  at  the  many  fcandalous  Reports  againft 
4  theSubfcribers  to  the  Difpenfary.  The  firft,  fays  he,  they  contemned  as  ma- 
4  licious  and  fenfeleft  Impoftures  they  had  too  much  Poetry  in  them  for 
4  Truth.  The  other  appeared  ridiculoufly  little*  and  very  cafily  refuted. 

4 That  their  Phyfick  is  as  dear  as  the  Apothecaries,  when  wc  experience  the 
4  Difference  of  18  or  ip  in  20 Shillings,  their  Goodnefs  juftifted  bythe  Sub- 
4  feribers  Care  in  the  Choice  of  every  *  Drug,  which  they  buy  at  the  higheft 
‘Prices*,  their  Reputation  anfwerable  for  every  defe&v  That  they  have  not 
4  Servants  f  idkient,  when  they  can  increase  their  Number  \  and  the  want  of v 
4  Hands  fuppofes  t^ie  growing  Bufinefs  equal  to  defray  the  charge  of  more. 

4  But  if  the  Subfcribers  want  the  Univerftty  Education  or  Capacity  for  their 
4  Employment,  they  may  confult  the  Apothecaries  Lift  of  the  College,  and 
f -find  better  if  they  can.  If  they  deftroy  all  the  Patients,  and  the  Apotheca- 
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rics  and  their  Confederates  never  want  Succefs,  the  want  of  Advocates  will 
4  prevent  the  Trial,  and  nonfuit  the  Debate.  If  the  Remedies  are  not  good, 
€  the  abufed  People  will  feafonably  complain  j  if  they  have  no  Bufinefs,  the 
4  Difpenfary  will  have  none,  and  will  be  but  a  Collection  of  Pots  and  GlaiTes, 
4  and  the  Servants  fufficient  to  fhew  the  ufelefs  Pvepofitory. 

Remarkc  The  Merchant  in  his  further  Adventures,  meets  with  ftartling 
Reports  againft  the  Difpenfary,  no  doubt  he  is  concerned  in  fupplying  them  with 
Drugs.  I  could  wifh  he  had  given  us  the  Poetical  ones,  they  might  have  been  a 
Diverfion,  if  not  by  their  Wit,  yet  by  their  Folly  5  but  what  is  the  matter  ?  Poe¬ 
try  is  fo  contemptible  now,  which  before  he  boafied  of  in  the  Difpenfary  as  a 
Qualification  with  an  Etnphafis,  even  Poetry ,  to  bring  up  the  Rear  in  thofe 
that  commend  or  belong  to  a  Phyfkian  $  now  Poetical  and  Falfe  go  together. 
But  he  fhould  have  confuted  thefe  great  and  harder  OojeCfions,  as  well  as  he  has 
the  little  ones,  to  which  he  has  anfwered  very  well,  if  the  Merchant  can  a- 
vouch  what  he  has  faid,  that  they  will  always  fell  at  the  rate  fetdown,  which 
I  am  fure  will  be  lefs  than  they  coft. 

That  the  Difpenfary  always  employ  thofe  that  have  Skill,  Mr.  Jlcid,  or  fome 
other  Apothecary- Doctors  among  them  to  buy  the  Drugs,  and  not  fruft  their 
Boys,  That  they  will  confefs  every  defedt  :  That  their  growing  Bufinefs  fhall 
not  perplex  them,  as  it  does  the  Apothecaries.  That  their  Members,  whether 
they  came  from  the  Shop,  or  the  Schools,  have  Univerfity  Learning,  and  as 
much  Capacity  for  Phylicians  as  they  pretend  to.  That  they  will  not  deftroy 
fo  many  Patients  as  Apothecaries  and  other  DoCtors,  But  above  all,  that  the 
Patients  will  be feniible  of  the  Abules  in  Phylick,  and  always  complain  when 
abufed. 

But  he  tells  us  further. 

4  That  the  People  will  in  a  little  time  apprehend,  that  their  Intcreft  as  to 
4  Health  and  Expence  is  the  Subjedi  of  the  Controverfy,  and  that  every  one 
4  is  both  Judg  and  Party,  and  can  give  a  definitive  Sentence  as  far  as  he  is  con- 
c  cerned.  And  here  is  no  Law  to  be  ena&ed  by  Majority  of  Voices,  or  re- 
£  firaint  to  be  put  on  the  Liberty  of  any  particular  Perfon  }  he  need  not  ex- 
4  prefs  a  child ifh  Dread,  as  if  he  were  to  be  kidnapt  away. 

To  be  plain,  I  am  afraid  the  People  will  not  foon  experience  that  their 
Health  and  Expence,  but  their  Expences,  is  the  Sabjedt  of  the  Controverfy  ^ 
but  we  know  every  one  is  not  capable  of  being  a  Judg,  or  fo  unhappy  as  to  be  a 
Party.  The  People  do  not  fee  the  Depths  of  Satan  in  thefe  things,  and  whence 
the  fair  Invitations  proceed. 

Gentlemen,  we  do  not  come  to  impofe  on  you,  you  are  at  your  Liberty,  you 
need  not  be  afraid  of  us,  we  come  to  feek  your  Health,  and  to  do  for  you 
that  which  others  cannot :  Gentlemen,  take  our  Remedies,  our  famous  Orvie- 
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tzn]  and  other  Ananas  at  a  very  fmall  Price  \  here  you  have  the  whole  Pack 
of  1 2  Remedies  for  the  Price  of  one  Shilling,  which  is  inconfiderable  tofo 
great  Benefits  you  will  receive  thereby  •  we  are  to  be  fpoken  with,  &c.  This 
is  plaufible,  and  takes  even  upon  a  Stage.  Tom .  Saffold  by  repeated  Invitati- 
ons  and  Affuranccs  got  an  Efface.  But, 

4  The  Apothecaries  (  he  tells  us  )  complain  with  no  Decorum,  and  the 
1  word  Grace  imaginable  .*  You  (  to  pleafe  the  People  )  make  your  fclves 
4  like  the  Apothecaries,  you  are  become  Dodor- Apothecaries  ^  they  have  been 
4  thefe  40  years  Apothecary-Dodors. 

4  But  the  Dodor s  reffore  the  antient  and  cautious  Pradice,  by  providing  ef« 
*  fedual  Remedies,  and  preventing  deadly  Miftakes. 

1  The  Apothecary  leaves  his  concern  to  the  wholefale  Trade  and  his  Boyf 
s  is  always  abroad  giving  Advice.  Can  any  two  things  be  more  alike  in  Ap~ 

4  pearance  ?  Can  they  he  juft ly  difpleafcd  with  you,  who  give  your  Care 
4  and  Countenance  to  the  trade  of  making  Medicines,  as  the  Apothecary  in 
4  return  puts  a  value  upon  yours,  in  pleafing  himfelf  with  the  Pradice  of 
4  Phyfick  ? 

4  They  reply,  they  arc  forced  to  it  by  the  Peoples  Importunity  ^  fo  you  are 
4  to  fend  your  Prefcriptions  to  the  College,  by  thofe  who  like  a  good  Mcdi- 
4  cine  at  the  intrinfick  value  :  they  arc  afraid  the  Difpenfary  will  ruin  the  Apo-* 

4  thecaries  Trade,  who  are  every  day  induftrioufly  deftroying  your  Profcflion. 

4  You  are  invaded  with  vaft  Numbers  like  a  Ruffian  Army,  who  flay  without 
4  Quarter,  referving  a  few  Slaves  to  be  cut  off,  if  they  bear  not  their  Chains 
c  cafily,  or  fcruple  any  work  they  are  put  upon. 

Remark  The  Apothecaries  are  gracelefs  Fellows,  they  don’t  ufe  the  Deco¬ 
rum  they  ought  in  comparing  the  Dodors  to  themfelves,  and  do  not  handfom- 
3y  diftinguifh  between  Dodor- Apothecaries  and  Apothecary-Dodors;  but  it  is 
certain,  they  both  not  only  ad  after  the  like  Method,  but  for  the  fame 
Ends  endeavour  to  pleafe  the  Peoples  and  if  the  Dodor- Apothecaries  reftore 
the  antient  Pradice,  they  do  but  imitate  the  Apothecary -Dodors,  in  taking 
care  of  the  Preparation,  as  well  as  the  Adminiftration  of  Medicines  :  but  whe¬ 
ther  either  do  enough  to  prevent  all  deadly  miftakes,  is  much  to  be  queftio- 
ned. 

The  Apothecary  leaves  his  concern  to  his  Boy,  but  is  feldom  without  the 
overfight,  andafliftanceof  his  Man,  who  underftands  his  Bufinefs,  as  well 
as  the  Dodor’s  Man  at  the  College,  or  St.  Martins- Lane.  The  one  may  ve¬ 
ry  well  do  one  Mafter’s  Bufinefs,  as  well  as  the  other  ferves  4 6 :  And  he  him¬ 
felf  underftands  Pharmacy  better  than  any  of  the  46  Dodors,  not  excepting 
him  who  was  bred  under  the  acute  Matter  at  Worcefier .  But  it  is  pity,  either 
of  them  are  forced  to  fo  much  Bufinefs.  If  I  could  perfuade  People  to  Tcm- 
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petance  and  Sobriety^  they  fliould  not  fo  complain  of  much  Bufinefs  forced 
upon  them. 

TheRcafon  why  the  Apothecary-DoXors  value  the  Dodor- Apothecaries 
Bufinefs,  &  Vice  verfaf  no  doubt  is,  becaufe  it  is  good  to  have  two  Strings  to 
one  Bow,  or  to  have  Guftomers  come  in  at  both  Doors. 

But  the  DoXor-Apothccaries  fell  Medicines  at  the  Intrinfick  Value,  which 
the  Apothecary-DoXors  cannot  afford  :  but  if  the  Dodor-Apothecarks  would 
alfo  fell  Advice  at  the  Intrinfick  Value,  they  would  certainly  ruin  their  Anta* 
gonifts  5  they  are  alike  Filters,  but  with  different  Baits,  one  catches  by  a 
Pretence  of  Advice  at  the  Intrinfick  Value,  viz.,  little  or  nothing,  but  makes 
them  pay  fo  much  the  more  for  the  Medicines  *,  the  other  the  Medicines  almoft 
at  Intrinfick  Value,  viz.,  little  or  nothing,  butexpcXs  his  Gain  in  the  Fees  i 
and  which  Bait  will  take  beft  being  doubtful,  they  are  between  Hopes  and  Fear 
whofe  endeavours  will  ruin  the  other.  But  the  Ruffian  Army  of  the  Apothe* 
caries  makes  the  Swede  tremble,  yet  encouraged  by  good  Generals,  they  arc 
not  without  hopes  of  ViXory,  and  Rcfolurion  never  to  be  taken  PrSfoners. 

*  But  (in  other  Convcrfations  he  fays)  he  had  better  Succefs,he  perfwaded  not 
4  a  few  to  confult  thofe  of  the  Society  at  the  approach  of  the  Spring,  and  has 
4  had  their  Thanks,  with  large  accounts  of  the  difference  of  the  old  and  new 
g  PraXiceof  Phyfick.  So  many  Converts  in  my  Neighbourhood  brought  on 
J.  me  the  Rcfentments  of  my  former  Apothecary. 

4  He  expoftulated  to  me  the  ill  Confequence  to  their  Trade,  with  bitter  and 
4  envenomed  Reflexions  on  the  Difpcnfary,  and  the  Promoters  of  it.  You 
4  (hall  judg  from  his  manner  of  arguing,  We  govern  all  the  Families  |  they 
4  believe  us  in  every  thing,  &c.  When  the  Men  are  abroad,  or  not  in  the  Sick- 
4  Chamber,  we  recommend  whom  we  pleafe,  and  decry  the  oppofite  Party  i 
4  Do  you  believe  we  will  fpare  any  of  them  ?  and  haftily  plucked  out  a  fcanda- 
4  !ous  Lift  printed  at  the  defire  of  the  Matter  and  Wardens,  where  our  honeff 
1  Phyficiansarediftinguifhed  by  Marks  from  their  Honeft  Slaves  \  which  being 
4  promifeuous  in  the  College  Order,  he  blundred  thrice,  and  fhewed  for  Vil- 
4  fains  thofe  of  their  own  Confederacy.  But  after  fome  time  he  recovered, 
4  and  told  me,  they  were  refolved  to  maintain  the  Reputation  of  what  they  had 
8  done  many  Years,  fincc  there  have  not  been  more  than  5  Phyficians  raifed  but 
4  by  ferving  us  >  We  call  them  topping  Phyficians,  becaufe  we  put  them  on  the 
4  People  as  we  pleafe.  There  are  of  fevcral  Sortmems  and  different  Abilities, 
%  who  pafs  by  our  Artifices  for  the  greateft  Men  t  Has  not  one  rifen  confidcra- 
4  bly  by  our  Favour,  who  has  employed  much  of  his  time  in  writing  3  Folio 
4  Poems,  exploded  by  his  Brother  Poets  and  Phyficians  for  the  vilefi  Bombaft^ 
4  cveryExprcftion  relating  to  Phyfick  or  Philofophy  proved  to  be  trifling,  ab* 
f  furd  and  falfe,  and  judged  fo  even  by  us  ?  Do  not  fevcral  of  the  College  come 
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4  overj  and  betray  all  that  paffes  ?  The  reft  are  afraid,  and  dare  not  be  hone® 
4  and  juft  to  their  Patients.  Will  we  pardon  him  who  cures  a  Fever  for  one  o« 
4  two  Pounds,  when  our  Friends  will  raife  the  Bill  to  10,  20,  0140  Pounds  I 
4  He  that  brings  in  the  Fidler,  will  make  him  play  what  Tur  j,  and  as  oft  as  he 
4  pleafes.  Does  the  Difpenfary  pretend  to  impofeonthe  Publick,  that  we  are 
*  not  ufcful  out  of  our  Shops  5  who  give  Glyfters,  drefs  Blyfters,  and  bleed  when 
4  it  is  eafy  ?  &c.  I  would  not  farther  concern  my  fclf,  but  only  put  him  in  mind* 
4  that  one  Sex  was  accommodated  without  them,  and  the  other  was  the  bufinefe 
4  of  the  Surgeon,  who  attends  to  thefe  and  the  greater  Gafes  of  Surgery  abroad,, 
4  without  impediment  to  any  part  of  his  Profeflion.  Betides,  Blifters  often  in- 
4  flam’d  or  corroded,  to  evacuate  more  freely,  require  more  than  the  common 
4  treatment.  I  had  been  made  fenfible  how  that  excellent  and  mod  ufeful  Art 
4  of  Surgery  was  invaded  by  thefe  bold  pretenders  to  every  thing  they  do  not 
4  tmderftand  5  they  bleed,  without  fufpeding  the  Nerve  or  Artery  may  lie  in  the 
4  way.  They  apply  to  Inflammations  and  Tumors,  and  keep  in  the  putrid  mat- 
4  ter,  till  the  finuous  Fiftula  or  rotten  Bone  gives  pain  loud  enough  to  call  for 
4  the  Surgeon. 

Remark^  This  Merchant  I  perceive  was  Broker  to  the  Company,  6e 
Spokefman  to  perfwade  the  People  to  buy  the  Dodors  Remedies,  and  had  got* 
as  he  fays,  many  proraifes  to  confult  them  at  the  time  when  People  are  perfwaded 
they  ought  to  take  Phyflck  whether  they  need  it  or  no,  which  is  certainly  eafy 
Pradice  5  and  no  doubt  the  People  had  caufe  to  thank  him  for  advifing  them 
to  thofe  that  would  give  the  lead:  People  that  are  well  had  certainly  better  pay 
for  Advice  to  go  to  fh — t  when  they  have  need,  than  for  the  diredinga  Purge  or 
two  5  and  they  muft  needs  find  a  difference  in  the  Pradice,  that  being  eafier  than 
this. 

No  wonder  the  Apothecary,  like  a  covetous  dependant  Preacher,  is  angry  at 
him  that  converts  his  Flock  into  another  Fold,  and  he  has  verily  a  great  capacity 
to  decry  or  recommend,  as  the  Share  of  the  Fleece  engages  him ;  but  thohe  of  all 
Men  may  beft  know  the  Honefty  and  Capacity  of  a  Phyfician,  yet  I  readily 
believe  he  is  not  always  infallible,  but  may  miftake  the  Marks  (  being  but 
fmall )  of  honeft  Phyficians,  and  may  readily  take  fome  of  any  Confederacy 
for  Villains:  but  if  there  have  not  been  more  than  five  Villains  rais’d  by 
the  Apothecaries,  they  arc  not  fo  bad  as  1  could  have  believed  them, 
yet  they  are  much  to  be  blam’d  for  putting  any  villains  o’  top  on  the  People, 
or  reprefenting  little  fellows  for  great  Men,  but  cfpecially  for  recommending 
the  care  of  the  Lives  of  the  fober  People  to  Poets,  whofe  bombaft  fidions  will 
never  cure  any  confiderable  Difeafes,  whether  Arthurs ,  the  Difpenfaries ,  or  John 
Junior's,  who  thothe  Qualifications  may  recommend  them  all  to  the  filly  Peo¬ 
ple  (  who  love  Conceits )  for  ingenious  Men,  yet  Criticks  will  let  neither  go 
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without  Cenfure,  but  foon  difcovcr  where  the  Mufe  was  up  too  foonj  and  fell 
into  fome  Supine  Nod, or  other :  or  when  his  Spirits  ftagnate  like  a  Floods  or  when 
he  blazons  in  dread  / miles  his  hideous  Form ,  &c. 

But  the  College  arc  fure  a  wretched  fort  of  Men,,  that  fome  betray  the  reft3 
and  the  reft  dare  not  be  honeft  and  juft  *,  and  the  Apothecaries  are  very  unmer¬ 
ciful,  that  they  will  not  pardon  him  that  cures  a  Fever  at  i.or  2  Pounds,  they 
might  have  laid  Guineas,  when  1  know  the  mo  ft  Fevers  may  be  cui’d  at  half 
the  Rate,  and  the  Dodor  be  a  Gainer :  and  1*  believe  were  there  nothing  but 
the  Mufick  it  felf  to  recommend  thefe  Artifts,  there  would  but  few  dance  c- 
ren  to  the  Difpenfary  Clyfter-Pipe,  who  I  don’t  quefuon  have  their  ufeful  Men  in 
their  concern,  not  only  to  give  Cly tiers,  drefs  Blifters,and  bleed  when  it  is  eafy, 
but  alfo  to  accommodate  even  the  one  Sex  when  they  have  a  mind  to  a  Jigg.  I 
am  glad  to  hear  the  Merchant  fpeaks  honourably  of  the  Surgeons,,  and  with 
feme  concern  for  their  intereft  *5  and  grant  that  they  may  mind  buftnefs  abroad 
without  impediment  to  butinefe  at  home  ;  h  is  certainly  as  much  the  Surgeons 
concern  to  take  care  of  the  Bnarmaccu tick-  part  as  it  is  the  Difpenfories, 
fince  they  cannot  truft  the  Apothecaries.  1  am  pleas’d  that  they  arc 
fenfible  the  Surgeons  are  invaded  by  the  Apothecaries  as  well  asthem- 
felves,  it  (hews  they  are  grown  better  natur’d  llnce  they  thcmfelves  perfeented 
that  Party  for  interloping  :  but  the  huge  Ruffian  Army  of  the  Apothecarys 
makes  them  willing  to  fpeak  the  Poles  fair,  and  not  pretend  to  turn  Dr.  Surge¬ 
ons  too,  as  well  as  Dr.  Apothecaries 4  Jf  they  had,  1  ftiould  have  blam’d  them  for 
fuppoiing  the  Nerves  and  Arteries  lie  between  the  Veins  and  the  Skin5ox  that  there 
is  any  need  of  cutting  through  both  fides  of  the  Vein,  or  that  Tumors  aEe  ftftu- 
lous  before  they  are  open,  or  .that  rotten  Bones,,  orpurulent  Tumors  are  moft 
painful. 

4  But  after  various  fdrfune  abroad  (  fays  he.)  I  was  to  meet  afeled  Com  pa- 
4  ny  of  Merchants  and  other  eminent  Citizens.  I  determin’d/  to  ask  their 
f  Affiftancc  and  Counfel :  I  ftiow’d  them  your  Papers,  and  laid  before  them  the 
4  Informations  relating  to  the  College,  and  our  own  Intereft :  fome  were  difeour- 
1  fing  of  Treaties  abroad,  &c.  but  at  mine  and  our  Friend’s  requeft  wc  came  to- 
^debate,  of  our  own  immediate  concern.  I  was  drjired  to  give  you  a  further 
4a  trouble,  to  remove  the  common  Opprobrium  on  the  Profeffionj  that  it  wants* 
*  Certainty, and  ads  often  by  conjedure  >  and  that  more  fcandalous, that  the  A- 
^pothecarys  feeing  the  Patient  and  you  at  the  bed  fide,  is  able  to  give  Phyfick* 
4  himfelf.  And  (  after  our  .  aflertion  of  the  Gheapnefs  of  the  heft  Medicines, . 
^  and  fome  contefts  about  it )  that  you  would,  as  in  our  Papers  for  fale  by  the 
1  Candle,  give  a  pretty  near  eftimate  of  .the  Value  of  every  Preparation*  and 
u  GompoAtion  or  Simple  now  u$’d  inPhyfick.We  muft  wait  for  this  Account, on 
which  the  whok  Coatrovcrfy  depends  ^  but  the  Company  would  not  doubt  o£ 
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*  the  cafy  prices  of  the  rtioft  effectual  Remedies  (as- arc  fit  for  the  life  of  the 

*  Prince,  now  the  regard  of  all  Europe  )  many  of  us  having  us’d  of  feveral  Kinds, 
of  which  the  Dofe  was  of  no  great  Value, 

Remark^  Thefe  were  all  fele<St  Merchants  of  this  new  Company  (  we  mufl 
fuppofe  )  becaufe  their  Gounfel  and  Ailiftance  was  fo  necriTary,  and  lnterc-ft  the 
fame- 

But  this  Gentleman  and  his  Friends  were  mod  diligem,  they  were  for  home 
Treaties,  de  laribus&  foci s  *,  but  that  trouble  the  Gentleman  gave  ’em,  I  believe 
will  indeed  be  found  one,  A  re  the  Opprobria  of  the  Profeilion  are  removed. 
That  it  is  uncertain  and  conjedural  in  great  part,  is  mod  certain,  and  granted 
by  all  knowing  and  modeft  Phyficians,  but  it’s  certainly  aftrted  by  none  fo 
much  as  the  Ignorant,  and  tho&  that  are  willing  to  deceive  the  People.  I 
don’t  fee  how  it  fhould  be  thought  the  greater  Scandal,  that  the  Apothecaries  by 
feeing  the  Patient  and  Dodkhs  at  the  bediide  can  become  able  to  give  Phyfick  \ 
for  were  it  fo,  it  would  argue  the  Artitf  certain,  and  the  Art  eafy  :  and  that 
all  that  have  to  do  with  the  Sick  fhould  be  able  to  give  Phyfick,  would  certainly 
not  only  be  a  credit  to  the  Profeilion,  but  fafe  to  the  Patient  5  for  one  may  rt$i~ 
fy  anothers-rniftakes.  But  I  believe  here  lies  the  fcandal,  that  the' Apothecary 
being  skilful  fometimes  is  forc’d  todifeover  the  Do&or’s  defedfo  in  Care,  in  Prog- 
noilicks,  or  .in  Pharmacy,  &c .  In  which  1  all  I  think  they  have  difeovered  ig¬ 
norance  enough,  and  that  they  have  not  the  bell  Medicines,  their  Pharmacopeia 
being  their  ftandard,  which .  is  one  of  .the  worft  ■  Collections  in  the  World*- 
But  it  is  pleafant  that  they  talk  of  felling,  their  Medicines  by*  inch  of  Gandle; 
Aiid  l  believe  we,  may  wait  a.  great  while,  ’ere  thefe  Merchants  will  give  us  an 
eflimate  of  the  value  of  every  Preparation,  Compofltion  and  Simple  us’d  in  phjv 
lick  *>  itwill  be  fo  laborious  and  difficult  a  work,  they  will  not  have  time  to  pre* 
feribe, ,  If  the  whole  Controverfy  depends  upon  this,  it  will  never  be  at  an  end  : 
but  the  Company  have  been  us’d  fo  kindly  in  many  things^  they  don’t  doubt  of 
eafy  prices. , 

If  they  are  not  kind  to  thefe  that  are  to  carry  on  the  Trade, if  would  fee  flrange* 
But  that  nothing  but  fueh -cheap  Phyfick  fhould  be  fit  for  his  Majefly,  looks  as  if 
they  thought  him  poor,  or  not  to  deferve  the  more  precious  Remedies,  02? 
at  leaf!  would  have  him  fumifbt  out  of  their-  flock-  But  he  goes  onr  - 

c  Aftct-thek  lamenting  the  Poorr  and  the  vile  treatments  of  others,  they  re* 

4  folved  they  would^make  their  Acquaintance  fenfiblc  of  the  generous  Defign  of 
4  the  College,  and  engage  them  to  the  mod  induftrious  publication  of  its  Ufey 

*  the  only  Panacea  to  the  Sick  \  they  would  not  doubt  to  convince  the  mofl  ob^ 

1  dlinate  and  heedlefs  Oppofers. 

Remarki  If  thefe  Gentlemen  had  not  made  fo  great  a  noife  about  the  Poor/" 
and  fhewnfucb  great  induilry  in  inviting  to  buy  their  Pamce  as  r  one  might  have  > 

believed^ 


<?o) 

Relieved  fomething  of  their  Genciofity.  But  Mankind  now  adays  are  not  fo 
immoderately  defirous  to  ferve  one  another,  much  lefs  thofe  that  have  mod 
need  >  we  cannot  but  in  charity  think  thefe  Merchants  are  mod  willing  to  re¬ 
lieve  their  own  Poor,  who  are  not  fo  hard  to  be  convinc’d  of  any  thing  that 
may  tend  to  their  benefit.  But, 

4  He  goes  on  to  tell  us  what  the  Apothecary  mud  do,  he  mud  he  obliged  to 
4  keep  his  Shop,  that  all  his  Medicines  may  be  made  at  home,  and  difpens’d 
4  with  his  own  hand,  or  under  his  careful  infpe&ion,  that  his  Apprentice  may 
4  beitriployed  to  learn  his  Trade,  and  be  taken  from  the  giddy  ambition  of  ap- 
4  ing  a  Profelliona  little  too  far  removed  from  his.  That  our  Servants  (hall  be 
4  fent  for  the  Phylick,  and  Directions  (hall  be  left  at  our  Houfes  by  the  proper 
4  Hands }  each  of  us  fending  our  Porters,  the  hurry  and  condition  may  be  ta- 
4  -  ken  off  the  Apothecaries  and  their  Servants, by  which  many  Patients  Phyfick  be- 
4  ing  convey’d  at  one  time,  the  deadly  accidents  that  often  happen  may  be  avoid- 
4  ed.  Our  MdTenger  will  find  the  Shop  fedately  forwarding  their  Affair,  cve- 
4  ry  one  will  wait  the  Mixture  for  his  Matter,  by  which  the  Poflibility  of  a 
c  Miftake  will  be  prevented. 

Remark^.  It  is  very  hard  that  the  Apothecary  fhould  be  oblig’d  to  keep  his 
Shop,  fince  the  Doctor-  is  refolv’d  to  fend  all  his  Bills  to  the  Difpcnfary,  and  to 
under  fell  him  in  Medicines.  I  know  no  way  the  Apothecary  can  take,  but  to 
underfell  the  Dodtor  in  Advice,  and  he  may  truff  his  Man  to  make  up  his  Reci¬ 
pe’s  as  well  as  the  Dodlor  can  his  at  the  Difpcnfary,  the  Cafe  being  the  fame. 
The  Profeflion  of  Phyfick,  which  the  Apothecarys  Boy  is  fo  ambitious  to  ape,  \ 
agree  has  been  too  far  removed  from  Pharmacy  }  and  the  Doctors  do  well  in 
aping  the  Boy  that  would  bring  them  together,  which  ought  not  to  be  feparate. 
But  Porters,  tho  they  may  carry  greater  burdens  of  Phyfick  at  once,  are  not  the 
fitteff  Mcflengers  to  convey  the  remedies  to  the  Sick  ;  he  that  makes  up  a  Bill, 
may  fometimes  fave  a  Life  by  feeing  the  Patient.  I  have  known  one  loft 
’ere  now,  which  had  the  Apothecary’s  Boy  feen,  the  Patient  would  have  been 
faved. 

But  if  thefe  things  were  done,  he  further  adds  :  4  The  College  will  be  fafe 

*  from  the  temptations  they  now  lie  under,  and  from  being  in  folarge  Numbers 

*  debaucht  from  their  Virtue  and  indifpcnfible  Duty  to  their  Patients  >  and  as 
4  theprefent  iooo  (viz.  Apothecaries)  have  two  or  three  Apprentices  each, 
4  which  multiplying  in  proportion  muff  raife  the  Prices  of  Phyfick,  and  the 
1  Quantity,  and  Induffry  of  giving  more,  to  the  Ruin  of  their  Credit  with  the 
4  People,  there  is  no  other  method  to  preferve  themfelves.  The  Families  will 
c  "then  make  choice  of  a  Phyfician  from  the  vifible  Succefs  of  his  Art;  and 
4  not  with  the  greateft  ftupidnefs  ask  the  Apothecary  to  bring  one,  fince  from 
?  your  Members  you  arc  forc’d  to  make  the  greateft  profit  of  every  Patient, 

l  which 
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*  which  Indincihim  (o  a  Phyficianmoft  ufcful  in  that  Cafe.  ’Twasrefclv’d 
4  after  your  anfwer  of  the  Prices,  to  oblige  the  Phyfician  to  rate  the  Prefcript 
4  font  to  the  Apothecary  at  the  faireft  Profit,  to  be  paid  at  furtheft  after  the  reco- 
4  very  \  and  to  prevent  the  flipping  of  Cordials,  and  Pearl  Juleps*  as  Ufque- 
4  baugh  at  the  Goffeehoufes,  upon  every  little  humour  of  taking,  encouraged  by 

*  the  mean  and  vile  cuftoms  of  going  upon  tick  till  Chriftmas. 

4  A  Modeft  Gentleman  gave  his  affent  with  fome  doubt  of  fuccefs,  but  he 
4  would  propofc  thefe  things  to  the  beft  Advantage. 

Remarks  ’Tis  a  thoufand  pities  the  College  have  fo  many  temptations  to 
debauch  them  from  their  duty  to  their  Patients.  But  it  feems  the  Apotheca¬ 
ries,  as  bad  as  they  are,  have  been  the  happy  occafionof  reforming  the  honeft 
part,  by  fetting  them  an  example  of  prefer  ibing  their  own  Remedies;  and ’t  is 
but  juft  the  Do&ors  {hould  have  a  little  Concern  left  their  increafe  in  Numbers 
(hould  ruin  them.  But  yet  the  Do&ors  are  fo  fenfible  of  the  Debauchery  of 
ihc  Apothecaries  as  well  as  of  their  own,  that  they  dare  not  truft  them  with  the 
recommendation  of  a  Phyfician,  left  they  (hould  not  recommend  one  of  the 
honeft  part  who  would  fend  the  Bills  to  the  College.  The  vifible  Succefs  of 
his  Art  is  certainly  the  beft  Chara&er  whereby  one  may  choofe  a  Phyfician  ^ 
but  if  this  were  the  only  rule,  none  would  have  ever  been  chofe,  for  no  Man 
has  fucccfs  either  in  Curing  or  Killing  till  he  has  had  fomc  experience,  which  all 
our  Dolors  at  firft  can’t  but  want.  Nor  can  the  Apothecary  be  fore  who  he 
(hall  have  the  beft  fuccefs  with  till  he  has  tried  him,  unkfs  he  had  prdngag’d 
the  young  Do&or  to  prefcribe  largely,  on  condition  he  will  cry  him  up,  which 
is  a  Pra&ice  I  muft  confefs  J  have  heard  of.  But  how  the  new  Company  will 
enable  or  oblige  the  Old,  and  all  Interlopers,  to  rate  the  Prefcripts,  I  can’t  fee,  or 
how  they  can  pretend  to  it, with  better  reafon  than  the  Apothecary  might  rate  the 
Doftors  Fees.  But  if  they  could  oblige  the  Patients  to  pay  ready  money,  and 
leave  the  vile  Cuftom  of  going  upon  tick,  not  only  the  Apothecary  but  honeft 
part  of  the  Doctors  would  be  oblig’d  }  yet  if  it  were  to  be  only  at  the  recovery, 
none  of  the  Merchants  I  believe  would  keep  open  ftiop  long.  How  thev  will 
be  able  to  prevent  the  People  from  lipping  other  Cordials  or  Ufquebaugh 
when  they  have  a  mind  to  it,  or  the  Apothecary  from  felling  of  it,  a  modeft 
Gentleman  may  well  doubt.  But  he  gives  us  fcmething  confiderable  as  fol¬ 
lows.  .  ;  -  h  ■  ■ 

*  Another  who  fees  thro  the  Town,  demanded  what  hope  there  may  be  of 
4  repelling  the  Confidence  of  the  Men  of  the  Bottle,  Wit  and  Banter,  which  ad- 
4  mire  only  the  childifh  wantonnefs  of  Thought,  and  pretty  deviations  from 
4  good  Senfe,  and  therefore  chara&er  the  Men  of  their  parts  and  drefs  into  the 
4  publick  Efteem.  They  were  left  to  their  fortune,  and  experience  of  others 
4  more  difeerning ;  the  Signature  ought  to  be  taken  from  other  Affairs  of  equal 
4  concern  and  importance.  1  %  f  The 
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<  The  ableffc  Pilot  is  put  into  the  Ship  }  the  Gravity,  Lear  sang  and  AppII- 
4  cation  of  a  Judg  isobfervedin  a  Caufe  of  Life  and  Efiate :  we  (hall  then 
4  raife  our  hopes  of  Recovery  from  the  manner  our  Cafes  (hall  be  weighed 
4  before  the  Judgment  be  given  *,  when  you  {hall  not  be  brought  in  durante 
1  b cn e f licit o  of  the  Apothecaries,  Afliflants,  or  Phy ficfc- Brokers  abroad*  We 
c  fhall  know  who  (hall  merit  our  Gratitude  and  Applaufe,  and  put  down  the 
4  infamous  Guftotn  of  accufing  the  Phylician  •,  a  Practice  too  vile  to  be  expofed, 
4  to  impute  the  Misfortune  to  the  honeft  Indufiry  of  the  Phyfician,  not  con* 
4  fulted  till  the  Extremity,  after  many  days  doling  by  our  felves  and  Vifitants  § 
4  the  Apothecaries  not  allowing  a  fair  inqueft  of  DifTe&ion,  which  would  dif- 
4  cover  the  Paffages  of  the  Heart  ftopt,  the  Ulcers  and  Gangrenes  of  the 
*  Vifcera.  We  are  agreed  to  controul  our  Families,  and  perfuadc  our  Friends 
c  to  the  fame  Refolutions. 

Remark*  Now  ftarts  up  at  laft  a  Lyncean  Merchant,  that  can  fee  the  Mca 
at  their  Bottle  between  two  Stone  Walls,  and  he  doubts  how  the  Wit  and 
Banter  of  thefe  Bacchanalian  Phanaticks  will  be  repelled  :  But  l  think  this 
Gentlemans  Opticks  not  fo  admirable  *,  tho  he  could  fee  fofar,he  cannot  fee  very 
near  i  for  child ilh  wantonnefs  of  Thought,  and  Deviations  from  good  Senfe  are 
very  uncouth  Charadfers  of  Wit  and  Learning,  and  very  unlikely  means  to 
bring  Men  intoeftcem  >  and  the  Signature  ought  to  be  taken  not  from  fuch 
Qualifications,  or  any  of  equal  Importance,  but  fomething  above  want  of 
Senfe.  The  skilfullefi  Pilot,  and  mod  grave  and  learned  Judg  is  certainly  to 
be  trufied  with  the  Ship  and  Caufe :  zAnd  the  manner  of  the  Dodfor’s  weigh¬ 
ing  the  Cafe,  whether  with  Wit  or  none,  is  to  be  confidered  by  thofe  that  have 
Wit  enough  to  do  it,  and  how  induced  by  Apothecaries,  Vifitant$,or  whether  by 
the  Brokers  to  the  old  or  new  Company  \  which  done,  it  will  be  better  guef- 
fed,  who  is  likely  to  merit  applaufe  *,  and  he  that  docs  indeed  do  fo,  will  moft 
put  down  the  Infamy  Phyficians  have  fo  often  merited.  But, 

How  to  keep  People  from  doling  themfelves,  and  fo  making  work  for  the 
Dodiors,  I  do  not  know,  as  long  as  there  are  fo  many  Medicines  expofed  to  fale. 
That  the  Apothecaries  (hould  hinder  Diflediions,  to  me  is  a  My  fiery,  if  the 
Friends  are  willing :  or  how  the  Dodlors  are  fo  furc  to  find  the  BolulTes  flicking 
in  the  Paflages  of  the  Heart,  or  theVifcera  corrupted,  I  don’t  know:  fuch 
things  I  have  known  as  pofitiveiy  aflferted  by  them,  as  if  they  had  been  Ora¬ 
cles,  or  had  the  famed  Eyes  of  the  Lynx ,  but  Difle&ion  has  difeovered  their 
Vanity.  If  all  Merchants  will  controul  their  Families  by  the  Dircdion  of 
the  Difpcnfary,  and  perfuade  their  Friends  to  their  Refolutions,  the  Apothe¬ 
caries  will  foon  be  outed.  Well  but  he  goes  on.  4  When  we  were  about  to 
4  part,  one  of  the  Society,  that  had  been  iilent  fome  time,  expreffed  himfclf 
4  with  fome  heat  from  the  relation  he  had  to  fome  of  the  Faculty  j  Let  us  not 
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c  lofe  this  only  Opportunity  of  raifmg  the  Reputation  of  one  of  the  mo/I 
c  ufeful,  and  learned  Profetfions,  when  our  Interefi  is  infeparable  from  theirs. 
c  Shall  we  look  on  unconcerned,  when  the  Faculty  and  our  fdves  are  enflavcd, 

4  and  oppreft  by  the  Number  ot  the  Apothecaries,  originally  their  Servants  l 
4  What  is  the  Myftery,  but  a  Mechanic k  and  handicraft  Trade  ?  They  a 6c  no¬ 
rthing  but  by  the  Ordinance  and  Direction  of  the  Phyfician  \  the  Medicines 
4  are  all  from  their  Appointment,  the  Drugs  poudered,  boiled,  diftilled,  and 
4  mixed  by  their  Order  *,  What  Books  or  Languages  are  under  hood  by  them, 

4  but  the  Difpenfatory,  or  Receit  Book  ?  The  Cook,  Confectioner,  and  Perfumes*-  , 
c  have  as  much  pretence  to  Learning,  or  the  Knowledg  of  the  Ufes  of  what 
c  they  prepare.  Have  not  our  Servants  the  Skill  to  make  up  our  Domeftick  Pte- 
4  ceits,  many  of  them  the  fame  as  theirs  ?  The  Under-Servant  to  the  Chv« 

4  mift’s  Laboratory,  while  he  cleanfes  the  Glaftcs,  attends  the  Fires,  fpeedilv 
4  difeerns  the  Mcchanick  Part  s  tho  the  Defign  and  Procds  were  given  by  the 
4  incomparable  Mr.  Boyle,  or  the  Faculty,  and  the  Ufes  only  known  to  the  fa- 
4  gacious  Phyfician.  We  pleafed  our  felves  at  parting,  with  the  great  Repu- 
4  ration,  that  worthy  Gentlemen  had  given  to  our  Country,  with  the  learned 
4  of  all  Nations,  which  will  laft  with  the  late  Difcovery  of  the  CirculatU 
4  on. 

Remark  The  whole  Company  of  thefe  Merchants  without  doubt  were  re¬ 
lated  to  the  Faculty,  or  they  had  not  been  fo  warm  in  the  Concern  :  But  this 
Gentleman  had  been  long  muling,  and  he  thought  it  neceflary  to  add  a  little 
heat  at  lad,  it  being  the  only  Opportunity  to  raife  the  finking  Reputation  of 
thofe,  who  have  fo  long  profdTed  themfelves  one  of  the  moft  ufeful,  as  well 
as  learned  Profefiions  *,  but  I  find  the  chief  Caufeof  his  heat  was,  the  infepa- 
rablenefs  of  their  common  Interefi,  which  1  the  rather  believe,  becaufe  he  a- 
grees  with  the  reft,  that  it  is  the  number  of  the  Apothecaries  that  is  moft  dan¬ 
gerous,  and  not  the  Honefty  of  thofe  rafcally  Mechanicks  formerly  their  Ser¬ 
vants  •,  Davus  per  tnrbat  omnia.  But  I  muft  beg  the  DodfoPs  Pardon  a  little  : 
the  prefent  Venders  of  Medicines  were  not  DodfomServants,  tho  that  was  the 
Original  of  the  Trade*,  but  thofe  Doctors,  whole  Servants  turned  Apotheca¬ 
ries, v  were  a  fortof  Men  who  very  well  underftood  Pharmacy,  which  the  pre¬ 
fent  Difpenfers  did  not  till  a  few  broken  Apothecaries  came  to  be  Dodiors  a- 
mong  there*  But  the  old  Blades  thought  handy  works  no  Difgrace  ;  Par  ace  l fas 
the  proudeft  of  them  thought  the  high  eft  Title  he  could  bear,  was  that  of  Mo¬ 
narch  of  Mechanical  Arc  anas.  If  the  prefent  Apothecaries  do  nothing 
but  by  the  Ordinance  and  direction  of  the  Phyfician,  why  do  they  complain  ? 
but  perhaps  it  is  not  the  honeft  Phyfician’s  Orders  they  adtby:  I  am  fore  it  is 
not  the  Orders  of  the  skilful  they  obey  in  their  Receit  Book  *,  if  they  had,there 
would  not  have  been  fo  many  infignificant  and  foolilh  Medicines  there,  and  fo 
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few  good  ones,  nor  the  fecundum  Art  cm  wholly  left  to  thofe  ignorant  Me- 
chanicks,  in  which  there  often  lies  more  than  in  the  Receit  it  felt.  But  as  to^ 
Language,  I  will  engage  to  bring  Apothecaries  that  underftand  more,  even 
English,  than  feme  of  the  Learned  Dodors  of  the  Difpenfary,  betides  other 
liberal  Sciences.  Many  of  them,  it  mutt  be  confelfed,  are  ignorant  enough 
both  in  Language,  and  Cookery  *,  but  what  fliall  br  Laid  of  the  Cook,  Confec¬ 
tioner,  or  Perfumer,  that  knows  not?  the  ufes  of  what  he  prepares,,  or  of  the* 
Wit  that  can  fuppofe  them  fuch  ignorant  Artifts  ?  Nor  I  believe  would  the 
Gentleman  etleem  the  Mechaoick  Part  of  Chy milky  fo  very  cafy,  if  he  un- 
derftood  it  :  for  1  mull  tell  him  there  is  more  Art  even  in  making  a  Fire 
than  he  feems  to  imagine  *,  and  the  incomparable  M  *  Boyle ,  had  not  he  and  his 
Operators  too  underltood  the  Mechanick  Part  of  fome  Proa  fits  better  than  the 
Faculty,  he  would  never  have  had  his  Defign  in  them,  whatever  the  Faculty 
might  by  chance  have  humbled  upon.  But  the  Dodor  proudly  a  Homing  to 
the  Faculty  the  foie  Knowkdg  of  the  ufes  of  Medicines,  thereby  ungratefully 
denies  it  that  excellent  Perton,  for  the  pleafure  he  created  them  in  the  Repu¬ 
tation  he  fingly  had  given  the  Nation,  by  making  it  not  wholly  ignorant  in  ex^ 
peri  mental  Pnilofophy,  the  chief  Bafis  of  Medicine* 

j . — -  '  ■■■  — "  - ■ 

CHAP.  m. 

S’ much  for  the  Merchant’s  Letter,  or  the  Dodor  in  difguHe.  We  com© 
l  now  to  the  unmasked.Phyfidaifs  Anfwer.  Let  us  fee  if  we  can  find  any 
thing  more  like  the  Produd  of  a  Pen  ufed  to.  preferibe  the  bdl  Medicines  y  and 
heanfwers  the  Drugikr  as  follows.. 

^  Sir,  I  perceive  you  lay  the  greateif  ftrefs  on  the  laft  enquiry  of  the  low 
*  Pfices  of  Medkines*  becaufe  you  obferve  that  the  large  Bills  of  the  Apochc- 
!V-  cary  ,art  the  befh  Argument  with  the  People  of  his  Ability  to  advife  y  and 
**  while  they  believe  the  Difeafe  is  treated  very  much  by  guefs,  they  are  not  ve- 
jry-  felicitous  who  throws  the  Dice  for  their  Lives :  but  you  rather  make 
**  choice  of  one,  who  has  made  it  his  only  Bufinefs,  has  lfudied,  and  practifcd 
4  all  the  Artifices  of  making  them  run  to  his  purpofe,rhan  any  common  Hand, 
Remark*  If  -  the  large  Bills  of  the  Apothecaries  are  the  befl  Argument 
with  the  People  of  the  Apothecaries  Ability  to  advife,  Ido  not  fee  how  fo 
attach  firefs  can  be  laid  on  the  Dcdois  felling  a  few  Medicines  at  low  Prices  » 
lhat  which  argues  the  Ability  of  the  Apothecary,  fhould  methinks  alfo  argue 
the  Skill  of  the  Dodor:  but  the  Dodor  here  talks  too  much  like  an  Apotheca- 
fl^^fomethi^  elfe*  .  It  cannot  be  denied  that  both  Dodors  and  Apotheca? 
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ms  ufc  their  Medicines  very  much  like  Dice  s  but  whether  the  Dodor  or  Apo* 
'thecary  has  got  moreArtifices  to  make  ’em  run  to  his  purpofe,is  not  eafy  to  fay  : 
I  believe  both  have  more  than  are  good,  he  that  pretends  to  fell  cheap  does  it  to 
get  more  Cudomers  *,  he  that  fells  dear, does  it  to  get  the  more  Money,  and  both 
have  the  fame  Defign.  But  it  is  very  true, there  are  feme  uncommon  Gameders* 

4  Further  (fays  he)  you  will  not  deny  that  every  Art  has  the  means  to  attain 
4  its  End.  This  is  obvious  in  Manufactures,  which  arc  made  better  or  worfe, 

1  according  to  the  Skill  of  the  Artificer.  There  arc  other  Arts,  whofe  Sub- 
4  jed  is  perifhablefrom  Caufes  above  the  Power  and  Controul  of  the  Art,which 
4  Events  are  not  imputable  to  the  Artiih  Navigation  will  condud  a  Ship  to 
4  the  Port,  butStorms3  Rocks,  &ct  may  lofe  the  Ship.  The  Husbandman 
c  and  Gardiner  ad  withprofped  of  Succefs,  but  extreme  Rains,  Drought  and 
4  Blafts  deftroy  their  hopes.  The  Phylician  pretends  to  know  with  as  much 
4  certainty  how  animal  Life  may  be  preferved,  and  by  what  means  endangered, 

4  as  they  the  Health  and  Growth  of  Vegetables.  You  may  make  an  eftimatto 
4  what  Proportion  animal  Life  may  be  prolonged, by  obferving  that  thePeriodsof 
4  the  Lives  of  many  Quadrupeds  and  Birds  are  fuppofed  to  be  diftindiy  known. 

Remark.  The  Phyfician  could  have  been  contented  to  have  his  Art  thought 
as  certain  as  others,  and  he  might  have  pcrfuxded  the  Merchants  that  fo  it  is, 
if  he  had  not  unluckily  dropped  that  modeft  Word  pretends,  which  makes 
fome  think,  it  is  indeed  but  a  Pretence.  But  I  hope  he  would  not  cunningly 
infinuate,  that  the  bare  Suppofition  of  the  Knowledg  of  the  Periods  of  the 
Lives  of  Bealls  and  Birds,  is  the  way  to  eftimate  what  Dodors  can  do.  Let 
us  hear  what  has  been  fuppofed  in  this  matter. 

Ter  bin  os  deciefq\  novem  piper  exit  in  Annos , 

Juft  a  fenefcentumquos  implet  Pita  Tirorum , 

Hos  novies  paper  at  vivendo  Garrala  Cornix . 

Et  quater  egreditar  Cornicis  fecttla  Cervus  ^ 

Alipedem  Ccrvum  ter  vincit  Corvm  :  at  ilium 
f  Maltiplicat  novies  Phoenix  reparabilis  Ales , 

Quem  vos  perpetuo  decies  praver\itis  avo 
Nymph  £  Hamadryades. 

But  I  hope  he  would  not  have  the  Merchants  think, the  new  Difpenfary- Doc¬ 
tors  can  make  Mens  Lives  as  long  as  thefe  fuppofed  Periods.  If  they  could 
fo  do,  they  would  be  rare  Fellows,  but  bitterly  pelleted  with  Pradice.  4  But 
4  yet  Man’s  (he  fays)  is  the  longed  Period,  and  from  (74/e^sObfervation 
4  that  of  the  Brit ains.  If  in  Navigation,  the  Veffel  mud  be  moved  by  the 
4  Tide  and  Winds,  and  turned  by  the  Rudder  to  a  certain  courfe  :  The  Pow- 
4  ers  of  the  Body  ad  as  mechanically  by  the  natural  Neceflity  in  Healthy  fo  in 
4  the  Appearances  of  Difeafes,  the  Humours  are  by  a  natural  tend  ency moved 
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4  to  be  altered,  or  feparated.  Thefe  different  Methods  of  Nature  conftitufe 
4  fo  many  Species  of  Difiempers,  which  are  truly  defined,  and  defaibtd 
4  from  the  known  Alterations,  and  Symptoms  in  all  the  Stages  of  their 
*  courfe. 

4  We  have  the  moil  certain  Experiences  of  their  Cures  from  the  Obfervations 
4  of  all  Ages,  even  thefe  which  are  the  moil  latent  y  fudden  Peftilences,  and 
4  malignant  Fevers  difcover  the  ways  by  which  Nature  expels  the  Malignity, 

4  &c. 

Remark. t  Either  the  Dedor  is  miftaken,  or  a  better  Poet  than  any 

of  them,  whatever  Galen  is :  but  under  all, the  Dodor’s  Intent  is  to  peifoade  us, 
that  Difpenfary  Phyficians  can  prolong  Life..  *That  Physicians  do  fo  truly 
define  and  defcribe  Difeafes,  or  have  fuch  certain  Experiences  pf  their  Cures, 

I  muft  deny  :  Authors  differ  i  if  they  did  not,  yet  Men  of  great  Buiinefs 
read  but  little,  and  remember  lefs,  and  heVa  very  rare  Fellow  indeed,  that 
has  a  Pfomptuary  in  his  Noddle  to  ferve  him  on  all  Occaiions  >  but  whatever' 
may  have  been  done  by  former  Phyficians,  ours  are  quot  Homines  tot  Scntemia 
(  except  in  forne  very  common  Cafes)  both  in  their  Definitions,  and  Pre- 
fcriptions  for  Difeafes,,  as  any  one  will  find  that  (hall  confult  divers  Phyficians  fe- 
parately,  and  compare  their  Accounts  of  a  Difeafe  and  Prefcriptions  for  it  \ 
one  will  fay  5tis  this,  another  that  *,  one  will  prefcribe  one  thing,  another  ano¬ 
ther.  But  he  fays  farther,^ 

4  You  cannot  doubt  the  efficacy  of  the  Inftrumenfs  in  Phyfick,  when  in 
4  many  Cafes  the  rich  Cordials  given  improperly,  or  in  large  Quantities,  act  as 
4  Poifons,  and  then  in  a  little  longer  time  as  vifibly  deftroy;  when  the  over 
4  doling  Vinous,  or  other  Spirits,  fire  and  inflame  the  Blood  and  Spirits  :  Opi- 
4  ates  flop  the  Motions^  the  Bark  checks  the  ferment  of  a  Fever,  which  cannot 
4  be  cured  but  by  Expulfion  of  the  Venom  :  the  effeds  of  Vomits,  Purges, 
4  Diaphoretieks,  are  owned  by  the  vulgar  Experience.  The  late  bur  four  force 
c  of  Labour,  Temperance,  Refl,  have  been  formerly  owned  in  the  molt  ob- 
4  flinafe  Difeafes.  They  are  now  rejected  as  the  moft  naufeous  Phyfick,  and. 
4  the  moft  difficult  to  be  complied  with:  1  need  not  acquaint  you  with  the 
&  Mineral  Waters,,  which  are  able  to  cool,  and  dilute,  and  purify  the  Blood, 

4  after  it  has  been  heated  and  corrupted  by  modith  Living.  Nature  difcovers 
4  to  the  Phyfician  its  fureft  Methods  of  difmiffing  the  moft  common  Fevers,. 
9  by  Bleeding,  Sweats,  In  the  more  difficult,  it  gives  Indications  how 

4  it  would  be  allifted  or  direded  ;  at  leaf!  our  Magazines  of  Obfcrvations  can* 
f  not  fail  to  furnifh  in  all  Cafes  parallel  to  them. 

Remark;,  That  even  Cordials  may  fo  eafily  ad  as  Poifons,  and  deftroy,1 
met  bin  ks  is  no  inviting  Argument  of  the  efficacy  of  Medicines  *,  nor  can  this 
appear,  but  from  the  Errors  of  Phyficians,  who  have  found  it  fo,  which  is  no 

-  great 
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great  Credit.  Tho  the  effetfts  of  vulgar  Medicines  are  known,  the  Tim* 
and  Cafe  where  fuch  effeds  fhould  be  produced,  is  not  fo  well  perceived. 
Labour,  Temperance,  and  Reflate  certainly  excellent  Preltivatives,  but  in  ma- 
ny  Difeafes  cannot  be  ufed  ;  When  a  Man  cannot  fo  much  as  fit  up,  to  pre¬ 
fer  the  him  Labour  y  when  he  is  delirious,  to  order  him  to  go  to  Reft,  would 
b«  vcry  oood  Phylich,  if  he  could  take  it  ,  but  it  is  indeed  difficult  to  be 
complied  with,,  barely  by  the  Do&or’s  Order.  It  is  not  fo  certain  to  the  Mer¬ 
chants  whether,  and  when  the  Mineral  Waters  do  good  or  hurt:  It  was  the 
Tuderm-ntof  Mr.  Boyle ,  that  they  do  more  hurt  than  good,  taking  one  time 
with  Tnother  •  and  it  feems  to  be  the  Opinion  of  one  of  his  Scholars, 
that  all  the  real  Benefit  got  by  drinking  the  Waters,  comes  merely  from  the 
larae  0'iant'uies  of  Water  taken,  and  not  by  the  Minerals  wherewith  they  are 
impregnated  and  defiled",  and  he  advifes  Pei  fens  rather  to  drink  at  feme  pure 
Sorircf  Letter  to  a  Gentleman,  of  Maly  and  Acids,  f.  nit.  But  the  Air,  Com- 
oany,  Diverlion  of  thofe  Places,  may  add  very  much  to  the  Health  of  the 
Perfons  which  is  ufed  to  be  attributed  folely  to  the  Waters  s  tho  all  this  would 
not' cure  a  Man,  whofe  Blood  is  corrupted.  Nature’s  Indications  are  not  al¬ 
ways  observed  or  underftood  by  Phyficians,  or  always  followed  •,  but  the  Mode 
Pradice  prevails  above  them  ail:  And  the  Magazines  of  Obfervations  are  not 
always  ooen,  or  referred  to  by  Phyficians  s  but  while  a  Man  is  looking  fora 
parallel  Cafe  the  Patient  is  often  dead.  A  Phyfician  ought  to  have  a  better 
Rule,  than  the  running  to  his  Study  to  know  what  to  do,  where  he  is  not 
fore  to  find  a  true  Parallels  the  Author  might  be  m.tlaken  and  not  give  a 
true  or  faithful  account :  Authors  are  apt  to  be  fome what  guil  ty  of  the  Crime 
of  the  petty  Sorcerers,  who  make  their  virulent  Medicines  all  Panaceas,  if  you- 
will  believe  the  Catalogues  of  Cures  confidently  affirmed  in  the  Bills  s  when 
verv  likely  the  Difeafe  never  was  worfe,  or  fo  bad  as  they  make  it,  if  the 
matter  of  Fa  &  related  had  any  Truth  in  it  at  all.  He  goes  on  : 

.  But  if  the  Patient  is  overheated,  and  forfeited  by  too  many  Medicines  ;  if 
e  the  falutary  Loofenefs  be  flopped  too  foon,  the  Humours  fix  by  Opmtes,  or 
‘  the  Bark,  it’s  imputable  to  the  Advifer,  not  to  the  Art,  which  has  given  the- 
‘  ft  rifle  If  cautions  on  the  like  Conjunctures.  It  is  not  a  reproach*  to  the  Art, 

«  if  there  are  wanting  Remedies  equal  to  the  Rage  or  Violence  o  iorne  Dll- 
‘  eafes  which  will  not  wait  the  effed,  or  are  above  the  Force  of  any  known 
6  Drug  that  can  be  brought  to  oppoie  them,  any  mote  than  to  the  ..faielmanj 
‘  General,  or  Counfellor,when  he  cannot  always  warrant  Succefs.  vv  hen  after 
c.  the  iteadv  ule  of  Liquors  which  give  a  brisknds  to,  but  inflame  the  Spirits, 

*  fpend  the  Strength  of  the  Blood  by  heating  ir  give  Life  a  plea'ant  out  qutek- 

*  Jr  Motion,  the  Liver  ai  d  other  Parts  (ball  be  made  famous  and  abceffod, 

‘  faQmmtum  rotten,  the  Fibers  flaccid,  dull  the  Art  be  acculed,  that  can- 
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4  not  keep  the  Machin  a  going  where  every  Wheel  is  broken  f 

Remark  If  the  Art  of  Medicine  were  fo  certain  as  the  Dodtor  would  per- 
fwade  his  hoped-for  Patients,  the  Artift  would  not  fo  often  overheat,  yea  or  o- 
ver-cool,  or  furfeit  his  Patients  by  fo  many  Medicines  :  It  will  certainly  be  the 
Advantage  of  every  Artift  to  do  his  work  with  the  feweft  Tools,  all  the  Cauti¬ 
ons  that  they  give  one  another  are  hardly  fufficicnt,  fixing  of  Humors  is  what  a 
Chymift  would  be  glad  to  fee  the  Dodfor  perform.  Tofuppofe  there  are  Re¬ 
medies  wanting  to  equal  the  Force  of  any  Difeafes,  is  to  reproach  the  Author  of 
Nature  as  if  he  had  not  goodnefe  enough  to  provide  a  Remedy  for  every  evil, 
or  as  if  his  Goodnefs  were  not  greater  than  all  Evil, and  to  excufe  the  Artift  who 
ought  to  be  blam’d  that  he  hath  not  found  out  fufficient  Remedies,  but  lazily 
Jeaves  them  unknown. 

Some  of  the  Dodtors  themfelves  are  fteady  Drinkers,  but  I  believe  never  a- 
ny  of  them  were  found  with  Icirrous  Livers,  rotten  Omentums ,  or  flaccid  Fibers 
caus’d  by  the  brisknefs  of  the  Blood.  But  if  all  Artifts  may  be  accus’d  of  de¬ 
feats,  it  fignifies  not  much  what  the  Art  is  fuppos’d  j  5ds  the  Artift,  the  Patient 
muft  ftand  or  fall  by.  He  farther  fays, 

c  That  the  tendences  and  events  of  the  Symptoms,  and  the  Iftueof  the  Dif- 
4  eafe  may  be  known,  and  a  probable  Prognoftick  given,  is  ownsd  by  the  for- 
4  wardnefs  of  the  common  People  to  give  their  Opinions.  How  often 
A  have  you  believed  the  prcfqmptuous  Valuer  of  himfelf,  who  doubts  every 
€  ones  knowledg  but  his  own  *,  when  he  has  aftur’d  you,  had  he  come  fooner 
4  the  Patient  had  not  died  >  that  another  would  have  expired  the  next  Day, 
c  if  his  advice  bad  been  wanting?  The  Writers  of  Government  prove  the 
4  Maxims  of  State  from  the  Axioms  of  Phyfick,  that  one  Part  overnouriftif, 
4  ftarves  and  enervates  the  others  :  That  when  every  Part  disregards  the  Inte- 
4  reft  of  the  Whole, its  DifTolution  is  as  certain,  as  when  every  Part  is  vitiated  in  a 
4  fliatter’dConftiturion.  j 

Remark.  The  Dodfor  would  fain  raife  the  Reputation  of  Phyficians  with  the 
People,  particularly  the  credit  of  the  new  Shopkeepers,  but  he  does  it  by  un¬ 
lucky  Arguments  }  the  forwardness  of  the  common  People  to  prognofticate, 
or  run  to  the  Fortuneteller  to  know  the  Succefs  of  their  Amours,  Law-fuits,  &cm 
is  no  very  convincing  Argument  that  their  Oracle  is  not  a  Cheat :  nor  is  their 
JFaith  in  the  prefumptuous  Valuer  of  himfelf,  who  fo  pofitively  decrees  what 
would  have,  or  not  have  been,  if  this,  or  that  \  any  affurance  that  he  is, 
or  .can  be  what  he  pretends.  But  I  believe  the  Dodfors  may  be  certain  enough  in 
their  Prqgnofticks  of  the  Body  Politick  *,  that  if  the  Apothecary s  be  over  nouriftit, 
they  will  ftarve  the  Dodfors  ^  or  if  the  Difpenfary  be  over  fed  (asthey  would  wil¬ 
lingly  be)  they  will  ftarve  the  Apothecaries  and  other  Dodfors :  and  if  every  Part 
difreg&rd  the  Intereftof  the  Whole,  the  College  will  foon  be  diffolved,  which 
-  '  -  '  -  *  God 
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God  grant,  unkfs  they  will  effectually  reform.  Afmn;  But  the  Dodlor  addf, 
4  it  therefore  a  Phylkian  iYupp.as’d  to  have  learnt  whatever  has  been  obfer- 
4*  ved  of  the  different  Affections  and'Diforders  from  Childhood  to  Old-age,-  of 
4  the  Sexes  in  all  the  Circumffances,  how  Seafons  and  Climates  alter  us,  what 
4  changes  are  made  by  all  forts' of  Diet,  to  have  noted  the  life  and  Site^  of  all 
4  Parts  by  Anatomy,  the  Virtue  of  Medicines  by  the  -trial  Chymiftry  affords, 
4  but  efpecially  the  Hifto'rres  of  thealtnoft  innumerable  Dileafes  given  by  Au- 
4  thors,  their  Caufcs,  Accefs^  Progrefi,  Events  and  Conk  querns  of  all  Me¬ 
thods,  and  all  Medicine",  when  he  refit  dis  on  them,  and  compares' them 
4  nicely  with  the  Cafe  under  his  care,  you  will  not  oppofe  him  to  a  Rival  who 
4  has  not  had  PhOolophical  Education,  or  the  knowfedg  of  any  Language  in 
4  which  Phylick  is  treated.  When  you  have  determin’d  what  time  is  requir  ’d  to 
4  col  It  &  from  many  Writers  whatever  is  ufeful  to  the  fade  and  fuccefsful 
4  Practice  of  Phy lick,  1  would  defire  you  to  fiate  the  Years  wherein  any  thing 
4  certain  can  be  acquir’d  from  the  Prefcripts  of  the  Art,  without  the  Reafons 
4  given,  or  any  regifter  of  the  Succefs.  When  Nature  throws  off  the  Common 
4  Diforders  of  it  left,  and  is  able  to  bear  any  fort  of  Phylick,  the  Apotheca- 
4  ry  plies  the  Sick  with  Medicines  he  does  not  want,  to  pay  for  attending, 
c  magnifies  the  Difeafe,  and  his  Skill,  &c.  In  thefe  the  molt  ufual  llneffes,  the 
^  Phyfjcian  (hews  his  Art  by  prognofticating  with  integrity»tbe  affur’d  fuccefs, 

4  which  is  a  richer  Cordial*  than  the  Shops  afford,  and  merits  his  Reward. 

4  But  when  there  (hall  be  nodwvindict  dgntu,  when  dkbiis  trefidat  vi&oriA  > 
4  pe nnis  5  when  the  Experienc’d  Phyfician  will  doubt  whether  Nature  a&s  tofts- 
4  own  Prefer  vat  ion,  or  wants  the  Affiffance  of  Art,  he  will  examine  the  Effedb 
4  of  one  Medicine  before  he  rifques  the  Ufe  of  others  y  the  ignorant  and  lefs 
4  fearful  Advifer  will  not  lofe  the  Opportunity  of  filling  the  Patient,  and  the 
4  Chamber  to  his  own  advantage,  Thefe  are  the  Cafes  in  which  all  the  fevered, 

*  and  mofi  juft  Obfervations  of  the  prefent  andformer  Ages  muff  be  eenfiilted  ; 

4  the  leaff  Errors  make  the  Fever  deadly,  tho  not  to  be  di (cover’d  but  by  the 

4  rnoft  confummate  Artifto  .•  They  only  can  difeern  when  Nature,  attack!  in  all 5 
4  Parts,  the  Spirits  wafted,  and  Blood  exhaufted,  is  eafily  over- boor  by  an 
4  adfive  Cordial,  &c.  The  People  indeed  are  fatisfied  with  the  Apothecarys 
4  skill,  who  hears  the  Phyficians  difouife  upon  the  Difeafe.  Will  you  imagine- 
4  he  defigns  the  fureft  Inffrudion  to  his  Scholar,  who  will  fet  up  fora  Maffer 
4  next  hour  ?  But  he  makes  up  the  Note,  and  fees  the  Operation.  The  In-' 

*  ftrument-makcr,  tho  he  make  the  Knife  and  Forceps,  will  not  pretend  to  ufe 

4  them  as  the  Surgeon.  1  will,  alter  you  hive  confider’d  it,  defire  your  Qpini— . 
s*on  whether  you  would  communicate  a  Specifick  efficacious  Medicine  to  the 
4  Apothecary,which  he  would  inffantly  make  up  for  every  Cuffomer  in  the  fame, 
or  as  he  thiiiksmot  much  differing  Cafes :  Will  any  Merchant  or  Artificer  ex  — 


(4°) 

4  pofe  the  fecret  of  his  Bufinefs  ?  But  we  cannot  difcover  our  Secrets  to  any 
4  but  our  own  Proieffion,  which  is  the  manner  of  applying  the  Medicine  to  the 
c  latent  exigence  of  the  Difeafe.  Some  Fevers  go  off,  being  only  undillurbed  , 
£  Water  is  the  richtft  Cordial  in  others,  and  the  rich  Competition  procures 
4  to  others  a  certain  Malignity.  Will  you  yalue  the  Surgeon  from  the  tipping 
4  of  his  Infiruments,  or  from  his  Judgment  and  Stead inefs  of  Hand  in  ufing 
c  them  ?  The  molt  common  and  iicnplc  may  have  a  better  effedt  than  the  molt 
4  pompous  Apparatus.  The  few  of  our  coflly  Ingredients  have  been  kept  in 
c  ufe  to  cover  the  Fraud  of  Exadtioi),  but  fpecial.ly  becaufe  we  pleafeour  felves, 
4  that  they  are  deiigned  for  the  ufe  oi  the  Grand  Monde ,  while  we  pity  the 
4  little  People,who  we  imagine  cannot  live  without  them.  But  Providence  hath 
4  Otherwife  provided  in  its  grand- Hofpital,  we  are  upon  the  Level  there.  The 
4  Poor  do  not  want  fo  much  as  theRich,but  may  have  the  moil  valued  ilmple  Re- 
4  medies^and  the  beft  Chymical  or  Galenical  Preparations  at  an  expence  they,  or 
4  their  Patrons  with  an  eafy  Charity  may  bear. 

Remark .  A  Phyfician  that  is  not  fuppofed,  but  has  indeed  learned  all  that 
has  been  obferved  of  the  Affections,  and  Diforders  of  the  Sexes  in  all  Ages, 
&c.  that  knows  the  Site  and  Ufe  of  all  Parts  by  Diffedtions,  the  Virtues  of 
Medicines  by  what  Chymiffry  can  do, that  has  at  his  Fingers  ends  the  Hiflorics  of 
Difeafes  given  by  Authors,  &c .  the  Confequences  of  all  Methods  and  Medi- 
dicines,  and  can  compare  them  nicely  on  every  oceafion,  is  rara  Avis  in 
Terra  Medicoram^  I  dare  fay  not  ever  feen  in  Warwick  Lane,  any  more  than 
among  the  Gliffer-pipers :  The  Gentlemen  have  not  many  of  them  fo  much 
as  look’d  into  feme  of  thefe  things  5  particularly  Chyme  a,  that  coy  colley-han- 
ded  Gentlewoman,  has  not  been  courted  much  by  them  for  her  Gifts :  and  he 
that  fhould  infinuate  himfelf  to  be  one  of  her  Followers,  would  not  be  thought 
likely  to  have  had  Philofophical,  or  Academical  Education,  which  the  Dodtor 
is  fo  willing  to  boaft  of  againft  the  Apothecaries.  But  I  muff  needs  fay,  neither 
of  the  Adverfaries  have  been  grounded  as  they  ought  in  Philofophy,  efpecially 
tke  Experimental  5  but  as  being  an  Apothecary  does  not  make  a  Man  incapable  of 
it,  fo  being  of  the  College.yea  of  the  Difpenfary,  does  not  neceffarily  include  if. 
Many  Apothecaries  have  attained  the  Latin  Tongue,  and  fomethingof  Greek, 
before  put  Apprentice,  and  may  improve  in  Language,  and  read  the  Secrets 
which  the  Dodtors  did  >  but  if  none  of  them  had  fo  done,  there  are  Englifh  Books 
enough  written  by  fome  of  the  Faculty,  that  could  write  in  no  other  Lan¬ 
guage.  Befides,  if  one  of  the  Difpenfary  fays  true  (and  they  are  the  honeft 
Part}  nothing  has  been  written  of  any  certain  Truth, 

Till  he  arofe ,  and  with  reviving  Light 

DifpePd  the  Clouds ,  and  chas’d  away  the  Night. 


See 


•  :  H  4*  )'  .  ■  y  . 

See  the  Dialogue  with  Alkaly  and  he  himfelF  writes  in  a  iort  of  Englifis* 
The  time  to  colled:  whatever  is  ufeful  to  the  fuccefsful  Pradice  of  Phyfick, 
wherein  any  thing  certain  can  be  acquired,  would  be  too  long  for  one  Man  to 
fee  the  end  of  the  Procefs.  As  the  Apothecary  plies  the  Sick  with  Medicines 
he  does  not  want,  fo  the  Dodor  will  not  be  wanting  to  write,  where  there  is 
no  need  but  of  a  Fee  *,  or  to  vifit,  and  advifefome  little  thing  or  other,  that 
the  Patient  may  not  think  he  fees  him  for  nothing:  he  will  alike  magnify  his 
Art,  and  the  Diieafe,  the  both  be  little,  and  will  give  that  mo  ft  rich  Cordial 
of  allured  Succefs,  which  is  very  commonly  indeed  the  be  ft  Medicine  he  gives, 
and  gets  the  willingeft  Fee  by  •,  which  he  knows  better  than  to  refund,  when 
time  has  difeovered  his  Aflorance  not  well  grounded.  But  there  are  knotty  „ 
and  doubtful  Difeales  he  cpniefles,  even  to  the  experienced  Phyfician,  when  in 
fear  he  knows  not  whether  he  had  beft  prefer i be  or  no  5  he  wifely  thinks  he  does 
beft  that  tampers  leaft,  and  Would  have  the  Patients  think  fuch  a  one  deferveg 
his  Fee  beft  that  has  troubled  them  leaft.  But  ‘H  (fit  dit tt^in  kockoS  Smocvpos 
ty  KKKoiLKU/uvhiovAtiAm  Tt£?  ^-poc^vrurQ^  ti3mvh.  cfttiAlw  fitv  yb 
.  votpLilw  w/ucclm  SpoLtrinvis  <fit  dTtyyilW'.  fays  Hippocrates.  Imperitia  vero 
Ins  Thefaurasy  &  mains  agger  T i  midi  tat  is  y  &  Audacia  Matrix,  Timiditas  qnidem 
Impotemiam,  Audacia  vero  Jgnorantiam  Artis  fignificat*  The  lefs  fearful  Advb* 
fer  no  doubt  will  phyfick  them  more  briskly, that  he  may  have  the  more  pretence 
to  merit, and  Opportunity  to  get,  efpecially  if  he  may  not  take  a  Fee.  But  I  be® 
lieve  if  either  the  fearful  Dr.  or  confident  i\pothecary,  vel  Vice  verfa  jhould  con« 
fult  all  the  fevere  and  juft  Obfervations  of  the  prefent  and  former  Ages,  they 
would  have  neither  time  to  prefcribe,or  makeup  Medicines  in  any  acute  Difeafc  1 
and  Ihould  the  leaft  Errors  make  the  Fever  deadly,  it  would  be  a  ft  incurable  DiC* 
temper,nor  would  one  Patient  in  1 0000  be  ever  the  better  for  a  confummate  Ar« 
tift,when  our  Age  has  not  produced  him,  unlefs  the  Difpenfary  Dr.  who  fays, 

To  him  alone  Mankind’s  indebted  more 
Than  Pall  the  Dodfors  that  have  gone  before, 
be  the  Man,  fuch  a  one  perhaps  may  difcern  when  he  has  exhaufted 
the  Blood,  and  wafted  the  Spirits,  and  Natur^  will  be  overborn  by  an 
active  Cordial.  ButtheDodtor  is  afraid  the  People  will  think  the  A  pother- 
caries  skilful  (that  Gentleman  has  affur’d  us,  his  Mafter  was  not)  by  hearing 
the  Do&or  talk,  and  by  making  up  his  Medicines, and  feeing  their  Operations  5 
tho  he  affures  us  he  has  been  careful  left  he  Ihould  give  him  any  fure  loftruc- 
tions;  but  if  his  Inftrudfions  by  his  Practice  be  fo  fallacious,  he  that  defigns 
to  be  skill’d  will  take  a  better  Method  to  learn  than  the  Sight  of  the  fearful  or 
confident  DodfoPs  Practice  can  be,  whole  Inftruments  could  ht  but  know  thek 
ufe,  as  well  as  the  Surgeon  does  his,  there  were  more  cccafion  of  Caution 
whoSfooks  on.  There  has  been  no  great  danger  of  Apothecaries  learning 

F  '  Effica* 
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Efficacious  Specificks  of  the  Do&ors,  iince  they  praflife  by  the  Difpenfatory  *> 
or  the  Sick  finding  the  Benefit,  fince  it  is  diftionourable  to  give  a  private  Medi¬ 
cine  without  Writing.  But  the  manner  of  applying  the  Medicine  to  the  la¬ 
tent  Exigence  of  the  Difeafe,  he  tells  us,  is  the  Doctors  Secret  *,  fo  not  the 
Medicine  it  felf,or  its  artful  Preparation  :  yet  it  is  to  he  applied  tofomething/4- 
m?f,muft  we  think  it  fo  to  the  Dodor,or  is  it  that  which  is  adapted  to  efcapeon- 
ly  the  Eyes  of  -the  Apothecary  ?  May  not  he  poihbly  learn  what  Fevers  will 
gooff  of  themfelves,  or  to  give  them  a  Specihck  that  will  only  do  no  hurt  ? 
Cannot  he  difguife  a  fufficient  quantity  of  Aqua,  fimflex,-  or  Dr.  'lates\  Hy¬ 
dropeg .  to  reckon  the  value  of  two  or  three  Guineas  for  5  and  (0  fave  the 
charge  of  a  Difpenfatory  cofily  malignant  Gompofition  ?  The  Judgment  of 
the  Phyfician  will  never  make  either  a  bad  Medicine  valuable,  or  him  fo  who 
has  no  good  ones,  any  more  than  the  tipping  of  the  Infirumenrs  will  render  a 
Surgeon  skilful,  or  the  fweetnefs  of  the  Syrups  and  Conferves  Trecommend  either 
the  Dr.  that  preferibes  them, or  the  Apothecary  that  prepares  them.  But  a  Sur¬ 
geon  that  knows  not  whether  his  Inftruments  be  good,  cannot  be  thought  very 
expert,  any  more  than  a  Dodtor  that  knows  not  the  Medicines  he  preferibes. 
The  Dodiors  having  but  newly  fet  up,  and  not  made  any  great  returns,  would 
have  us  fuppofe  common  and  cheap  Medicines  the  bed,  that  the  lefs  Stock  may 
%ve  $  rich  adf  ive  Medicines  we  cannot  expedi  there,  they  fo  complain  again# 
them,  they  are  but  to  cover  the  Fraud  of  the  exadfing  Apothecaries.  But 
that  they  may  not  lofe  the  fmall  Fifh,  the  Poor  are  promifed  the  moil  valued 
Simples,  and  the  beft  Chymicaland  Galenical  Preparations  ac  a  fmall  expence  b 
which  if  they  cannot  pay,  they  mu  ft  endeavour  to  get  their  Patrons  to  do  for 
them  :  but  whatever  of  the  moil  valued  Simples  may  be  found  in  the  Repofito- 
ry,  I  will  promife  neither  Poor  nor  Rich  (hall  be  able  to  purchafe  the  befi: 
Chymical.Preparations  thence.  He  fays  further, 

To  demenftrate  this,  I  will  remove  the  Rubbifh,  and  lay  before  you  the 
£  Simples  of  the  greateft  Virtue,  and  beft  Preparations,  fupported  by  the  beft 
&  Trials  of  Chymiftry,  and  conftant  Experience.  Gold,  the  great  Idol  of 
%  Mankind,  muft  be  re  jedfed  as  ufelefs,  while  it  makes  the  World  reft  lefs,  and 
c  anxious  to  obtain  it  *,  it  has  in  it  fel’f  no  adfive  Parts  or  energy  to  procure 
4  any  Eftedf,  it  is  not  diftblvable  by  any  Humour  in  the  Body  §  nothing  there 
can  alter  it,  or  be  altered  by  it :  The  compadt  heavy  fluggifh  Parts  reiift  the 
4  Impreffion  of  every  Animal  Agent,  which  on  the  other  fide  are  fecure  from 

*  any  Power  it  has.  The  golden  Pill  in  the  twifting  of  the  Bowels  by  its 

4  weight  only,  may  open  the  paffage,  but  it  colls  you  only  for  the  life  of  it. 

€  The  leaf  Gold  on  Boles,  &c,  divert  the  Mind  from  the  Taft,  only  by  the 
4  Pleafure  of  feeing  it  5  adds  nothing  to  the  Virtue,  and  only  a  trifle  to  the 

4  Rxpence  t  the  Leaf  may  Ikon  the  Mouths  of  the  VdTds  undiffolved,  aifd  it 

4  prevents 
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1  prevents  the  diffolving  of  purging  and  alterative  Pills  if  well  gilded,  un- 
1  lefs  to  your  good  Fortune  the  Cover  happens  to  be  broken. 

Remark^  If  the  Dodfor  would  be  plain,  Ifuppofe  Gold  is  none  of  the 
Rubbifii  he  would  have  removed  from  the  Difpenfary  ;  tho  he  would  not  have 
it  come  too  much  into  the  Apothecaries  Shop.  But  for  the  Credit  of  Chy- 
midry,  and  its  greated  Mahers,  I  mud  tell  him  he  is  not  fupported  by  its 
bed  Trials:  the  greateft Phyficians  and  Chymids  the  World  has  had,  affirm  it 
capable  of  Preparation  into  very  great  Medicines  j  and  even  in  Subdance  it 
has  been  fuppofed  by  no  fmall  Men,  to  be  of  confiderable  Efficacy  $  witnefs 
the  famed  Cure  of  the  King’s  Evil,  where  Gold  muft  not  be  omitted  or  laid  a- 
fide,  but  the  Difeafe  returns.  Doctors  themfelves  are  very  anxious  to  obtain 
■this  Rubbifh,  or  they  would  never  quarrel  with  the  Apothecaries  for  getting 
it  from  them  *,  and  if  it  makes  them  fo  reftlefs,  -it  mud  needs  have  a  drive  Parts  .* 
quod agit.agit  is  undoubtedly  true.  But  methinks  any  Man  that  experiences 
the  getting  of  Gold,  may  be  fen  fib Je  how  refreftiing  it  is,  and  how  it  fets  all 
Wheels  agoing.  But  to  come  a  little  nearer,  if  Gold  were  not  diflblvable 
in  any  of  our  Humours,  it  does  not  follow  that  it  may  not  be  a  Medicine  *, 
What  Humour  will  diffelve  burnt  Hartshorn  in  the  Decott.  album s  Sulphur, 
dome  Gums,  Woods,  Stones,  and  other  things  commonly  ufed  by  Dodors  ? 
But  that  Gold  does  not  redd  the  Impreflion  of  every  Animal  Agent,  the  Doc¬ 
tor  might  have  known  if  he  had  been  fomething  of  a  Chymift.  That  Body 
that  the  drongeft  Aqua  Forth  will  not  work  upon,  is  eadly  tore  to  pieces  by 
the  addition  of  a  little  Sal-armoniack^  and  then  by  the  addition  of  a  little  Sph 
rit  of  Vrine  precipitated  into  a  Pouder,  perhaps  the  moft  a&ive  Body  in  Na- 
t\xtzf)hL.Anrum  fnlminans^shich  in  dome  Cafes  is  not  a  contemptible  Medicine  •> 
but  when  it  (hall  be  opened  and  volatilized.  It  will  do  what  the  Dodtor  never 
faw  performed.  Whether  crude  Gold  does  either  good  or  hurt  taken  inwardly,  is 
not  very  apparent,  I  believe  the  Dodtor  never  faw  the  Guts  twided  (an  Anato- 
mift  would  hardly  think  it  poflible)  or  was  fure  they  were  un  twided  by  the 
Golden  Pill.  If  the  Leaf  may  ftop  the  Mouths  of  the  Veflels,  which  the  Doc¬ 
tor  is  not  certain  of,  the  Animal  would  not  be  fecurefrom  its  Power  to  obftrudf, 
which  is  fometimes  profitable,  buttheDodfor  be  fure  to  contradidl  himfelf. 

If  it  would  prevent  the  Diffolutien  of  the  Pills,  it  might  fometimes  be  to 
the  Patients  good  Fortune, 

®  But  Bezoar  (fays  he)  is  rejedted  by  mod  Phyficians,  who  think  on 
g  what  they  ad  vife.  It  has  the  ufe  of  the  Philofophers  Stone,  procures  Gold, 

4  or  much  Silver  to  everything  where  it  is  a  part:  it  adds  to  the  Dofe  only 
‘  two  Pence  ;  but  the  very  Name  Bezoardick  makes  the  cheapeft  Boles  and 
1  Juleps  pafs  off  at  any  Price.  Large  Pearls  look  well  on  a  healthy- Skin  5 
c  but  Hiftory  does  not  tell  us,  that  which  Cleopatra  drank  improved  her  Health, 

F  2  '  •  ‘  The 
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*  The  Pearl  Juleps  have  thefy  value  from  the  Cordial  Water.,  and  white  Sugar  * 

4  they  may  take  it  for  the  future  3  or  4  Pence  the  Dofe. 

Remark  The  Virtues  of  Bezoar  have  not  been  found  fo  great  as  the  Value, 
the  Dodor  is  right  here  •,  it  may  ferve  as  an  Abforbent,  but  other  things  eafier  to 
be  purchafed  by  young  Shopkeepers  will  do.  The  fame  mu  ft  be  faid  of  Pearls, 
unlefs  radically  diflblved  :  greater  efteds  have  not  been  found  by  them  given  in 
Subftance,  than  may  be  procured  by  Oyfter  Shells,  or  the  like.  But  I  am  not 
of  the  Dodor’s  Opinion,  that  the  Pearl  Juleps  take  any  of  their  Virtue  from 
the  Sugar,  unlefs  to  pleafe  the  Taft,  to  which  tho  it  be  fo  grateful,  it  is  mot  fo 
to  a  Sick  Stomach,  and  a  Feverith  Blood,  being  apt  to  ferment  and  turn  four : 
Yet  if  any  Gentleman  or  Lady  is  pleafed  to  make  ufe  of  either  of  thefe,  it  is 
to  be  bad  at  the  Shop  at  the  College  in  Warwick- Lane,  over  againft  Frofi's 
Coffce-Houfe,  and  at  the  two  gilded  Spires  in  St.  Martins  Lane  \  the  Dodor 
allures  you  cheap  and  good.  He  goes  on, 

4  Afnbergreafe  and  Musk  are  offenfive  to  many,  from  the  Name  as 
4  Well  as  Scent,  corrupt  the  Blood,  and  Spirits, and  by  altering  the  Breath  make 
4  the  ufe  in  Perfumes  more  neceflary  j  the  Confcdions  and  Waters  are  more 
4  wholefom  without  them,  &e. 

Remark,  That  Ambergreafe  and  Musk  corrupt  the  Blood  and  Spirits,  the 
Dodor  has  never  found  by  any  certain  Experiment,  1  believe  \  but  that  they  re- 
frclh  the  Spirits,  moft  Authors  agree  with  Dodor  Experience.  Some  Per  fo  ns 
have  a  peculiar  difguft  at  the  moft  innocent  thing*  but  otherwife  grateful 
Scents  are  very  welcome  to  Nature,  and  the  fmall  Quantity  that  is  given,  they 
ading  only  by  their  Flavor  or  Odor,  makes  the  ufe  of  them  cheap  enough. 
The  Dodors  need  not  fear  the  charge  of  keeping  a  little  of  them. 

4  Our  precious  Stones  coft  little  (continues  he)  and  are  worth  nothing- 
4  The  Hyacinth,  Smaragd.  &c.  finely  poudred,  areas  ufeful  as  Gla‘s  well  pre- 

*  pared:  the  famous  Confed  of  Hyacinth  fells  two  Pence  the  D  le  ;  Od  of 

*  Cinnamon,  or  other  Chymical  Oils  given  but  to  few  Drops,  are  tobec- 

*  fteemed  at  the  moft  inconfiderable  Price  in  fo  fmall  a  Quantity.  Balm  of 
4  Gilead  to  be  taken  in  Drops,  or  mixt  up  in  Pills,  rhefe  Drops  will  rife 
4  to  about  a  Farthing  each.  Cochineal  promifes  to  impart  its  Colour  to  the 
4  Blood,  and  difmifs  the  Palenefs  of  the  Checks  >  hut  we  borrow  it  from  the 
l  Dyers,  at  much  lefs  coft  than  the  former® 

Remark*  It  is  true,  the  precious  Stones  the  Dodors  have  ordered  the  A- 
pothecaries  to  keep,  and  abufed  in  Phyfick,are  of  very  little  worth,  unlefs  they 
are  largfe  \  they  (hew  the  Ignorance  of  thofe  that  have  preferihed  tb^m  in  their 
Receits,  but  fome  are  to  be  commended  for  beginning  to  be  wiier*  Chy- 
gnical  Oils  are  of  a  greater  Value  as  to  ufe^  being  the  Effences  of  thofe  Herbs  that 
yield  them?  but  are  commonly  given  in  too  fmall  a  Quantity,  or  not  us’d  as 
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they  ought  to  produced  Effects  they  otherwife  might.  That  Cochineal  promi™ 
fes  its  colour  to  the  Blood,  I  never  heard  till  now,  or  that  any  fuppofeit  will 
tinge  the  Cheeks  unlefs  outwardly  usM  :  This  notable  Body  is  alfo  given  in  too 
frnall  a  Quantify  to  diicoverits  Effe&s,  tho  the  Price  of  it  need  not  hinder  its 
ufe.  But  the  Dodor  had  rather  be  in  the  Fields.  v 

4  I  divert  you  (fayshej  from  the  more  pleafant  profprd  of  the  Gardens 
c  Fields,  Woods,  Rivers,  which  plentifully  afford  us  the  mod  effedual  and  cer- 
c  tain  Relief : their  value  in  the  Quantities  us'd  atone  time  are  below  any  Coin 
4  and  the  Cooking  in  frnall  proportions  will  not  amount  to  much  more. 

c  The  Flowers,  Fruits  and  Seeds,  the  Leaf,  Root,Wood,  and  Bark  are  didil’d 
4  limply,  or  with  Water,  or  Spirit  of  Wine^  beaten  with  Sugar  info  Con- 
c  ferves,or  boil’d  into  Syrups  5  compound  the  Pouders,  Troches,  and  Pills }  with 
4  Water  or  Wine,  make  the  Decodions,  and  Apozems.  The  Conlerves  in 
4  the  Dofe  are  a  Farthing  or  two,  the  Syrups  not  much  more  Pouders  a  Penny 
c  the  Scruple,  or  half  a  Dram.  The  famous  Gafcoin  Pouder  without  Bezoar  3  or 
c  4  Pence  the  Dofe ;  Waters  diftil’d  from  Spirit  of  Wine  therefore  us’cl  in  frnall 
c  quantities,  not  dearer  than  a  Glafs  of  Wine.  But  the  Ingredients  better  cho~ 

4  fen,  or  iingly  infus’d  in  a  proper  fimple  diffiTd  Water,  would  prove  more 
4  Alexitcrial,and  deferve  the  title  of  High'  Rich  Cordial  at  a  lefs  Expence.  Wheii 
6  you  have  taded  the  former  Cordials  in  your  Friends  Chamber, have  you  not  felt 
*  the  Tumult  in  your  Stomach  of  fuch  a  Rabble  of  the  Spices,  which  broil’d 
4  by  the  Fire  difturb  you  an  hour  after,  and  make  you  pity  his  Condition  under 
4  the  often  repeated  Dofes  ?  The  Apozems  Hepatick,  Splenetick,  Diuretick,  or 
c  Sudorifick,  are  made  at  2d.  4 d.  or  6d.t he  Quart  in  Spring  Water,  which  divi- 
4  ded  and  lent  in  little  Glades  rife  beyond  the  Price  of  Burgundy.  You  may 
4  hence  judg  of  our  Oils,  Ointments,  and  Piaders  ;  that  the  Surgeon  reward- 
4  ed  for  his  Skill  and  Care,  does  not  put  you  in  mind  of  the  Cod  he  has  been 
€  put  to  thro  the  whole  Cure.  You  are  well  acquainted  with  the  Prices  of 
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4  Drugs  imported  *,  as  they  are  mod:  of  a  hot  Spicy  Nature,  their  Dofe  can 

5  be  but  frnall,  the  Price  proportionable.  If  many  are  abfurdly  join’d  toge- 
4  ther,  the  Quantity  of  each  is  fo  much  the  lefs.  The  Treacle  of  60  Drugs  does' 
4  not  claim  a  Penny  the  Dofe. 

Remark.  Vegetables  diftil’d  limply  are  for  the  mod  part  Simple,  or  no  Me¬ 
dicines  }  can  fetve  only  for  Vehicles,,  but  when  kept  a  little  are  commonly 
corrupted,  and  fome  way  ill  faded  *  fome  fair  Water,  or  frnall  Beer  is  better  :  but 
certainly  the  Profpedt  of  Vegetables  at  fome  tiir.es  of  the  Year  is  mtire 
wbolefom  than  mod  of  their  Preparations  commonly  in  Ufe,  if  the  lick  could 
but  walk  out  and  take  it.  The  Diddling  Ibme  of  them  with  fimple  didiPd 
Water  yields  nothing  but  fimple  didiPd  Wafer,  and  Spirit  of  Wine  raifes  no¬ 
thing  from  others.  A  good  Pharmaceudck  mud  know  the  Nature  of  the  thing. 
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and  adapt  his  Menftrums,  which  the  Learned  have  not  well  done  in  the  London 
Difpenfatory  in  many  Receits :  The  huddling  up  a  Farrago  of  different  things 

with  Honey,  or  Sugar,  has  not  fiiown  much  of  their  skill,  or  the  Reafon  of  the 
Competition  of  their  Ponders  much  appear’d.  But  our  reform’d  Doctor  is  of 
Opinion  that  the  Ingredients  infus'd  in  a  iimple  difti'fd  Water  would  he  more 
Alexiterial,  and  be  richer  Cordials  than  diitiPd  item  Spirit  of  Wine:  but  I 
think  the  Dodor  cannot  be  excus'd  of  Ignorance  here,  for  Spirit  of  Wine  is 
certainly  a  better  Cordial  than  iimple  Water-,  every  porter  knows  the  Differ¬ 
ence  between  the  Cock  and  the  Brandy-bottle.  But  thofe  things  which  are  or¬ 
der’d  to  be  diftird  with  Spirit  of  Wine  by  thofe  that  know  what  they  do, 
are  full  of  oily  Paris  which  will  not  be  extracted,  and  rnixt  with  iimple  Water  $ 
and  to  give  all  things  in  fubftance  would  io  clog  the  Stomach  with  the  Quan¬ 
tities  of  the  Husks  that  hold  the  fmall  Proportion  of  Medicinal  Juices,  that  no 
other  Effed  would  be  produced  but  the  Oppreffion  of  Nature.  A  rabble  of 
Spices  cannot  be  conjoytfd  by  any,  that  would  have  their  fmgle  Virtues  to  be 
feen  ;  nor  will  they  be  broil’d  in  Spirit  or  Wine  by  one  that  knows  how  to 
works  and  a  fmall  Glafs  of  a  pure  Cordial  Spirit  I’l  engage  (hall  remain  more 
grateful  to  the  Stomach  of  Pick  or  well,  than  half  a  Pint  or  a  Pint  of  a  muddy 
loathfom  Infulion  or  Decodion  that  will  corrupt  in  a  few  days  time.  But  I 
hope  the  Dodors  of  the  Difpenfary  will  not  pretend  to  keep  Oils,  Ointments  and 
PSafterSjthefe  belong  to  the  Surgeon, unlefs  they  will  be  fo  kind  alfoas  to  let  him 
have  them  at  the  intriniick  Value,  that  he  may  no  more  be  cheated  by  the  A- 
pothecary.  The  Surgeon  is  now  become  the  honefkft  fellow  of  all, (whatever  he 
may  be  for  healing  thofe  Sores  that  won’t  be  well  without  internal  Remedies) 
he  outdoes  the  Difpenfary  Men  by  their  ownconfeffion^  he  demands  not  fomuch 
as  the  coft  he  has  been  at,  but  is  contented  to  be  fufficiently  paid  for  his  skill. 
Care  and  pains.  The  Difpenfary  will  reckon  2  j.  a  day  for  Medicines  j  but  why 
may  not  the  Apothecary  be  as  honeft  as  either,  and  keep  a  few  ordinary 
Herbs,  and  cheap  Drugs,  and  cook  them  in  his  pipkin,  and  reckon  nothing 
but  for  his  Skill  and  Vifits  ?  I  fhould  think  what  is  fauce  for  a  Goof e  might  be 
fkfice  for  a  Gander  alfe.  But  fays  the  Dodor  further, 

4  You  may  judg  of  the  eafy  expence  of  what  weadvife  by  another  view,  the 
s  various  Operations.  The  famous  Vomitive  is  a  Penny,  Tartar  Emetick  not  a 
4  Farthing,  that  of  the  Salt  no  more,  Oximel  the  Value  of  the  firf! ;  Pills  for 
\  *  the  Head,  Stomach,  Bowels,  of  different  force,  the  price  of  a  Penny  •,  the  altera- 
~  tive  Nephritick  Aatihyfferical  Pills  made  of  cheap  Pouders,  are  valuable  only 
€  for  the  Succefs.  I  need  not  inform  you  how  eafily  the  filings  of  Steel  are  pro- 
g  cur’d.  If  youinfufe  them  with  bitter  Plants,  or  boil  to  a  Syrup,  you  will 
e  readily  effi mate  a  Quart.  All  the  Ecphradicks,  or  Deobffruents,  and  Aperi- 
l  tives,  Incraffating,  or  Aftringents,  agree  in  their  great  ufe,and  almofl  inexprefll- 
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4  ble  cheapnefs.  ft  muft  be  own’d  the  Purges  of  Rhubarb*  &c,  are  other- 
1  wife  to  be  prized,  but  it  is  us’d  but  once  a  day,  and  not  haftily  repeated, 
*  &c*  '  '  \  . 

Remark.  The  Dodor  fets  up  another  inch  of  Candle, that  you  may  have  ano¬ 
ther  view  of  the  cheao  pennyworths  he  has  at  his  Shop  :  This  famous  Vomit  is 
a  Penny  per  Dofe,  his1  head- Fills,  ftomach-Pills,  bowel- Pills  no  more  ;  cheaper 
than  Tom  SaffolcPi  18  for  18  pence,  altho  too  cheap  in  any  Man’s  own  fenfe  : 
But  the  other  that  are  valuable  only  for  their  fuccefs  (the  true  rule  of  valuing  all 
Remedies)  will  often  have  no  value  at  all.  A  few  Dofes  of  Iron  in  a  Quart  of 
Wafer,  you  may  have  very  cheap.  Aperitives,  and  Aftringents,  the  Keys  of  our 
BodieSjof  fuch  great  ufe,  can  hardly  have  any  price.  Rubarb  indeed, that  fo  finely 
opens  the  Backdore,  and  fliuts  it  after  it,  you  muft  pay  a  lit  tie  dearer  for  now  and 
then  ,  and  if  you  meet  with  one  of  Dodtor  Harvey's  Medici  ftercorarti^  he 
perhaps  will  preferihe  you  nothing  elfe.  But  he  tells  us  farther, 

4  That  out  of  thefe  Drugs  many  kinds  of  Chymica!  Medldnes  are  prepar’d 
€  at  the  Expence  of  only  Fire,  and  the  Ufe  of  the  Glaffes,  ni  great  quantities. 

4  If  you  pay  for  Spirit  of  Hartshorn,  Sal-armon.  &c.  Tind.of  Gaftor,  Amber, 

4  Saffron,  the  compound  Elixirs,  the  Add  Spirits,  or  their  Aofagonifts,  the  fixe 
4  Salts,  the  Vitriolate  Tartar,  or  other  digeftives,  one  Shilling  or  two  the  ounces 
4  you  will  with  the  Vehic!e,after  many  days  ufe,  compute  your  daily  expence  of 
4  Pnyiick.  The  Porter  that  drinks  a  cup  of  ftronger  Ale  inftead  of  many  of 
4  the  fmaller,  laves  his  time  and  his  pocket,  and  is  at  a  greater  charge  than  the 
4  Patient,  \  ,  . 

Remark.  If  the  Dodior  had  been  us’d  fo  Chymiftry,  he  would  have  known 
that  its  preparations  are  not  made  at  the  mere  expence  of  Fire,  and  ufe  of 
Glaftes,  which  were  it  fo  would  not  be  a  fmall  Expence  *,  in  many  Preparations 
great  Fires  are  us5d*and  Glaffes  ferve  but  once,fometirnes  not  once, but  break,and 
lofe  a  thing  of  great  value  :  beffdes,  there  is  fometimes  a  large  expence  of  time 
the  moff  precious  thing  of  all,  and.  a  great  deal  of  labour.  The  very  Cheap- 
nefs  of  the  Chymica!  Spirits,  Tindfures,  fixt  Salts,  &c, has  arofe  much  from  the 
Sophiftication.  And  tho  the  Dodtor  before  difliked  fpirituous  and  adhive  Me- 
dicines*  he  now  commends  them  by  the  Example  of  the  prudent  Porter  who 
faves  Time  and  Pocket,  he  might  have  faid  Heart  and  Belly  too,  by  drinking  a 
little  of  the  ftronger  Ale.  Medicines  of  adtive  parts  are  really  the  naoft  conveni¬ 
ent,’  like  keen  Inftruments,  unlefs  they  happen  in  the, hands  of  Fools  or  Mad¬ 
men,  that  cut  and  flalh  they  know  not  why.  But  fays  he, 

4  If  in  a  Fever,  the  Small-pox,  &c .  the  Phyfician  cools  the  Blood,  and 
4  tempers  the  heat,  fhall  the  Apozem  of  almoft  the  Saljet  Herbs,  with  cheap 
4  fweetning  Pouders,  and  cheaper  Sal  prunella,  &c .  and  Julep  of  dimple 
4> Waters  made  to  taft  a  little  of  a  Cordial  water,  raife  the  coft  higher  than  com- 
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4  moo  Supports  in  Health  ?  If  the  Blood  and  Spirits  are  oppre ft  in  the  Mai  ig- 
4  nant,  (hall  the  Treacle,  Mithridate,  &c.  the  Aromaticks  and  Alexiterials, 
4  &c.  be  dieemed  but  from  their  effedsof  fweating,  and  heating  the  Blood  > 
4  If  the  Patient  be  not  incertandy  plied,  and  the  Phyilcian  will  have  care  when 
4  he  has  done  enough  for  one  day,  and  will  give  the  Patient  a  little  reft,  before 
4  hefets  him  another  Task  :  If  the  Fever  truly  intermits,  has  no  Malignity, 
4  &c .  you  may  ufe  the  Bark  only  prepared  bv  pondering,  which  coils  no 
4  more  than  the  Wine  you  drink  it  with.  I  have  heard  you  extol  the  wonder¬ 
ful  Forceof  Opiates,  from  your  Experience,  in  Cholick  and  Nephfitick  Pains. 
4  3Tis  true,  that  Plant  has  no  equal  among  the  Vegetables,  nor  does  any  Metal 
c  or  Mineral  pretend  to  rival  it ;  but  the  richert  Preparation  of*  this  great  Ano- 
1  dyne  raites  no  inquietude  upon  any  other  Circum fiance  :  T  he  poor  may  have  it 
4  as  well  as  the richert, from  a  (mall  Charity,which  will  give  the  Donor  the  eafe  it 
4  procures  to  the  Patients  pain.  Is  it  not  therefore  demonfkated,that  in  Sicknefs 
4  no  Confutation  can  bear  the  ufe  of  more  than  two  or  three  Shillings  value  in 
4  a  Day  ?  The  deareft  Cordial  Waters,  and  Alexiterial  Ponders  cannot  in  the 
6  time  be  ufed  above  that  Price,  without  inflaming  the  Blood  and  Spirits  into 
€  a  Delirium ,  and  forcing  our  common  putrid  Fevers  into  malignant.  The 
4  milder  Diaphore ticks,  Diureticks  and  Alteratives  don’t  pretend  to  be  rated 
c  with  the  other ;  but  in  our  common  Fevers  thefe  adirt  Nature,  the  others  de» 
*  rtroy  it. 

Remark .  In  Fevers,  and  Small-pox,  tho  the  Doctor  fells  his  Sallets  and 
other  Coolers,  or  his  fweetning  Pouders  with  his  Ample  Juleps,  very  cheap  > 
yet  his  cooling,  and  exhaufling  the  Blood,  and  thereby  checking  the  Motion 
of  Nature,  in  carting  off  the  Morbifick  matter,  often  colls  the  Patient  dear,  even 
his  Life.  If  in  Fevers  more  malignant.  Treacle,  Mithridate,  and  Aroma- 
ticks,  &c.  are  to  be  erteemed  for  their  Virtues  of  fweating,  and  heating  the 
Blood  ^  how  can  they  be  condemned  fo  in  milder  Fevers  ?  And  why  may  not 
the  cooling  Apozems  be  ufed  here,  where  there  is  more  heat  ?  But  why 
may  not  the  Doctor  err  in  cooling,  and  fixing  too  much,  affoon  as  in  heating 
and  diffolving  too  much  ?  I  fhould  think  cither  Method  may  tire  the  Patient, 
orNatureit  felfj  but  if  thofe  things  are  given  which  ought  to  be  given,  via, 
proper  Medicines,  it  is  natural  to  fuppofe  they  ought  not  to  be  any  Gravamen , 
but,  a  Levamen  to  Nature.  The  Bark  is  mort  of  it  falfe,  and  every  Dodor 
does  not  know  the  true,  or  bert  way  to  give  it }  and  the  faTe  will  cort  a  Man  dear 
fbmetimes.  Opium  is  a  thing  of  great  Force,  but  it  has  a  Malignity  in  if, 
which  none  of  our  common  Artifts  knowhow  to  feparate  without  fpoiling  it  ^ 
if  that  were  done,  a  Dole  might  defervea  Dodofs  Fee  :  but  I  cannot  yield 
to  the  Dodor,  that  it  has  not  its  equal  among  the  Vegetables  •  there  are  many 
other  Poifons  as  effedual,  and  if  skilfully  prepared,  of  good  ufe,  tho  none  fo 
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much  ufed  \  nor  can  I  be  perfuackd  but  that  there  are  many  Plants  that 
have  as  eminent  Virtues  for  their  proper  Ends,  without  fo  much  Malignity,  as 
Opium:  Metals  and  Minerals,  l  mull  tell  him,  pretend  to  exceed  it  j  thsano« 
dyne  Sulphur  of  V'enw  has  its  Virtue  without  itsPoifdn,  hut  the  Doctor  will 
laugh  at  that  as  a  Cbymera »  The  ignorant  will  deny  the  being  of  that  which  is 
beyond  their  Skill.  But  I  mu  ft  tell  him,  we  Chy  mills  have  known  Reft  procu¬ 
red  by  a  Preparation  of  Copper,  when  Opium  would  not  do  if.  The  Dodfor 
thinks  he  has  demonftrated,  that  no  Patient  can  well  take  more  than  2  or  3 
Shillings  a  day  in  Phyfick  *,  but  if  he  had  well  demonftrated,  what  they  ought 
to  expend  in  Fees  for  the  intrinfick  value  of  Advice,  we  might  have  had  more 
Encouragement  to  come  to  their  Shop  :  I  wiffi  he  had  fhown  how  Cordial 
Alexiterial  Medicines  cure  in  malignant  Fevers,  and  deftroy  in  the  common  > 
and  that  the  Mild  aftift  Nature  only  in  thefe,  but  not  in  the  other.  But  to  go 
on,  fays  the  Dodfor,  / 

4  Where’s  then  the  Myftcry  of  rafting  the  Bill  to  1,  2,  3  or  4  Pounds  each 
c  Day,  by  the  Artifice  of  railing  the  Part  equal  to  the  whole,  and  fending  the 
4  Apoiem,  or  Julep  in  little  Parcels  ?  The  Eledtuary  is  fold  well  at  2  s.  6  d. 

4  but  the  Boles  come  to  each  as  much,  tho  it  afford  to  Children  20  Boles. 

4  The  contrivance  of  giving  in  a  parcht  Mouth,  far’d  Throat,  and  naufeating 
4  Stomach,  an  ill  tafted  Bole,  when  the  languifhing  Patient  can  fwallow  no- 
4  thing  but  Liquids,  has  been  referved  for  this  Age.  The  Bole  of  fulfom 
4  Gonferve,or  Treacle, is  to  be  taken  every  3d,  4 th  or  5 th  Hour, which  difpels  all 
4  Reft,  &c.  There’s  a  little  Julep  ready  to  wafh  it  down:  and  this  is  of  the 
4  grcafeft  Confequence  to  the  Apothecary  5  becaufe  the  Town  has  been  ufed  to 
4  pay  25.  6  d.  for  each  Bole,  and  not  much  lefs  for  the  Draught  to  cleanfe 
4  the  Mouth  after  it.  This  Advice  was  given  to  a  Phyfician  at  his  firft:  entrance 
4  on  the  Stage,  to  order  a  Bole  with  a  Draught  every  fourth  Hour  ;  which 
4  however  it  fare  with  the  Patient,  would  recommend  him  to  the  Apotheca- 
4  rles. 

4  The  honeft  Phyfician  mixes  the  Bole  and  Julep  together,  that  the  feeble  Pa- 
4  tient  may  drink  his  Cordial,  to  revive  and  compofe  him,  without  the  Dit. 

4  turbance  of  taking  it  at  twice,  and  with  Difficulty  the  other  way. 

Remark.  There’s  now  no  Myftery  of  rafting  the  Bill  to  fo  many  Pounds, 
fince  the  Dodtor  has  difeovered  it  5  ftis  well  when  Men  begin  to  have  fome  Con'* 
feience,  and  d Weaver  one  anothers  unlawful  Gains.  The  contrivance  of  giv¬ 
ing  ill-tafted  and  fulfom,  either  Boles  or  any  thing  elfe,  muddy  horrid  Decoc¬ 
tions  and  Infofions  at  any  time,  is  not  proper  for  a  naufeating  or  well  Sto« 
mach,  a  fur’d  Throat,  or  parcht  Mouth  v  and  whatever  they  are  rffixt  with, 
to  delude  the  Stomach  to  admit  them,  it  commonly  fuffers  for  it  afterwards. 
Ido  not  wonder  at  the  Advice  given  to  the  Dodior,  at  his  firft  entrance  on  the 
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Stage-,  nor  do  I  think  the  Mountebank,  if  he  knew  his  Infcrefi,  did  re- 
] edf  it.  But  it  is  a  ftrange  Character  of  an  honeff  Phyfician,  or  Difpenfa- 
ry-Dodfor,  that  he  is  one  that  mixes  his  Bole  and  Julep  together,  and 
won’t  let  his  Patient  have  the  pleafant  relilh  of  the  Liquor  at  laft,  ,  with¬ 
out  the  horrid  Taft  of  the  Bole:  1  hope  he  will  order  him  fome  fine-Tim- 
pie  thing  or  other,  feeing  he  can  afford  things  fo  cheap  to  walh  both  a- 
way.  In  my  Opinion  it  would  be  the  part  of  a  more  honeff,  oratleaff 
wifer  Phyfician,  never  to  give  any  thing  that  will  diffurb  his  Patient.  But 
fays  the  Dodfor, 

4  I  prefume  you  will  allow  the  Corollary,  that  by  much  Phyfick  divided  in- 
1  to  little  Parcels,  and  rated  high,  the  Apothecary  has  in  the  Reward  of  his 
£  Attendance  (which  by  the  Phyfician  is  often  excuftd)  much  greater  Fees, 
c  often  trebly  or  quadruply  more:  than  the  Faculty.  You  will  not  be  furprifed, 

‘  if  it  be  afTerted,  that  in  a  Bill  of  io/.  nine  are  the  Rewards  of  his  Advice, 

‘  and  Attendance.  The  People  muff  accufe  their  own  Condudf,  who  never 
4  gratifying  the  Apothecary’s  Vifits,  oblige  him  to  bring  in  for  every  3  or  4 
4  Hours  and  feveral  Days,  as  much  as  will  anfwer  one  of  the  ends  he  pxopofes 

4  ito  himfelf.  Can  he  thus  negleded  by  his  Cuffomers,  with  Safety  fo  himfclf 

5  advife  the  Waters,  Milk,  Temperance,  Repofc,  Exercife,  a  peculiar  Diet, 

‘  or  the  Country  Air,  by  which  obftinate  Difeafes  are  cured,  to  the  reproach 
4  of  the  Compofitions  of  the  Shop  ?  But  what  redrefs  can  be  expeded  to  thefe 
4  Grievances  ?  There  rnuft  be  certain  Rates  Let  to  all  the  Medicines,  with  the* 
s  greateft  Encouragements  to  the*  Apothecaries  to  prepare  them  faithfully. 

4  They  muff  bring  their  Number  by  the  moft  proper  Methods  to  be  equal  to* 

6  the  Occafion  the  City  has  for  ufing  their  Preparations  ,  The  former  antiqua¬ 
ted  Methods  muff  be  revived,  by  which  the  people  were  eafy  without  the* 
a  prefent  either  Sufpicions,  or  Complaints.  The  Phyficians  lay  under  no  Temp-* 

4  ration  to  impofe  on  the  Publick,  they  advifed  at  their  own  Houfes  in  the- 
4  Chronical,  or  lefs  dangerous  Diforders,  and  diftinguifhed  in  their  Vifits  the- 
4  Differences  of  the  Condition  of  the  Per fons,and  Difeafes  i  and  arrived  to  a  Rc- 
4  Rotation,  not  by  the  bafeft  Arts,  but  their,  Care,  .and  the  Merit  of  the  Sue-; 

<5  cefs> 

Remark.  1  The  Burden  of  this  long  Song  againff  the  Apothecaries  is  ffill, 
that  they  arc  too  numerot|s  for  the  Doctors,  and  get  as  much  or  more  Money 
for  their  Medicines,  than  the  Dodiors  can  for  Advice..  But  after  all  this  out- 
cryagainff  them  for  multiplying  the  Numbers  of  themfelves  and  Medicines3 
he  eonfdfes  the  Peoples  Conduct  is  to  be  accufed  as  the  Caufe  of  thefe  Evils, 
bjbnot  gratifying  the  Apothecary  with  Fees  for  his  Vifits  •,  and-  fo  obliging  him 
to  bring  in  fo  many  Medicines  as  will  anfwer  one  End  he  propofes,  viz.  a 
Lfeelyhpod, ;  If  the.Peopk  would  be  but  fo  wife,  as  to  give  the  Apothecary 
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his  Fee  for  Advice  or  Attendance,  and  the  College  would  be  fo  good  as  not  to 
perfecute  him  for  taking  it,  he  might  afford  his  Wares  as  cheap  as  the  Shop¬ 
keepers  in  Warwick  and  St.  Martins*  Lanes^  and  might  ad vife  his  Patients  the 
moil  compendious  and  eafy  Method,  and  do  for  them  as  he  would  for  himfelf, 
or  own  Family  *,  he  might  keep  a  fmaller  and  more  feledt  Number  of  Reme¬ 
dies,  and  advife  the  Waters,  Milk,  Temperance,  Repofe,  &c .  and  live  as 
well  as  the  other  Tradefmcn,  and  do  the  People  more  good,  and  lefs  barm  at 
lefs  charge,  than  he  does  by  every  3  or  4  Hours  Refetaturs  s  and  cure  ftubbom 
Difeafes,  by  hindering  the  Sick  from  taking  the  reproachful  Phyfick  either  of 
the  pew  or  old  Shops.  But  the  Redrefs  the  Dodfor  propofes  of  thefe 
Grievances,I  think  is  ridiculous, w:.  the  Apothecaries  to  encourage  them  to  pre¬ 
pare  their  Remedies  faithfully, and  give  but  few  of  them, muft  have  their  Medicins 
rated  at  a  fmall  Price  by  the  Dolors  ^  which  were  it  reafonable5could  not  eafily 
be  done  by  thofe  Gentlemen,  not  yet  well  skilled  in  Drugs  and  Preparations. 
Yet  this  won’t  do  alone,  their  Numbers  muft  be  reduced  to  equal  the  Occafion 
the  City  has  for  their  Preparations :  How  (hall  we  know  what  Numbers  will 
ferve,  or  what  Occafions  the  City  may  have  for  their  Preparations  ?  fome  affec¬ 
ted  Chymift  would  fay,  the  City  has  no  occafion  for  any  Galenical  Stuff  •,  and 
I  to  be  free  muff  fay,  for  moft  of  it.  But  what  are  the  proper  Methods  to  re¬ 
duce  them,  or  which  ought  to  be  difearded,  that  the  Remnant  may  live,  by 
felling  a  few  Medicines  of  fmall  Value  ?  (hall  they  be  condemned  to  be  hanged, 
and  caff  Lots  to  fave  one  in  ten  ?  Shall  the  greateft  Part  be  preffed  to  fight 
the  French ,  put  in  the  Front  and  be  (lain  by  the  Sword,  or  the  Enemy,  for  being 
fo  unfortunate  as  to  poffefs  the  fair  Lady  Fecunia ,  which  the  ruling  Dodtors 
are  fb  paffionately  in  love  with  ?  But  after  all  I  muft  tell  him,  I  hate  this 
wicked  monopolizing  Policy  of  Men,  that  would  get  a  good  Trade  into  few 
Hands:  This  is  not  the  way  to  have  the  People  ferved  honeftly,  when  they 
cannot  go  to  him  that  will  ufe  them  beft  s  but  the  Commodities  are  ingroffed, 
and  fold  by  a  Combination.  If  the  Apothecaries  do  increafe  more  in  Propor¬ 
tion  than  other  People,  their  own  Increafe  will  deftroy  them,  the  Trade  will 
be  good  for  nothing,  and  none  will  put  their  Sons  to  it ;  but  their  Apprentices 
ferving  8,  when  other  Trades  do  but  7  Years,  would  perfuade  one  they  can¬ 
not  outgrow  their  Trade. 

What  the  antiquated  Methods  are  the  Do&or  talks  of,  as  defirousto  have 
revived,  I  don’t  know.  But  fuch  they  muff  be,  that  the  People  will  not  eafily 
fufpedt  or  complain  of  the  cheat,  but  be  eafy  under  it,  while  the  Doctors  eafily 
get  their  Money.  But  if  fuch  a  Method  were  ever  in  ufe,  or  may  be  contrived, 
where  the  Phyfitians  lie  under  no  Temptation  to  impofe  on  the  Publick,  that  * 
I  (hould  be  for  ^  and  fuch  wherein  they  might  arrive  to  Reputation,  not  by 
bafe  Arts,  but  by  their  Care,  and  the  Merit  of  their  Succefs,  that  I  (hould 
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extremely  like;  But  I  think  our  honeft  Dolors  and  Merchants  have  not  yet 
propofed  any  fuch  Method,  neither  fhall  I  now  attempt  it,  but  rather  expert 
it  in  the  honeft  Gountry-Phyfician’s  Anfwer  to  this  long  and  tedious  Epif- 
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The  Country-  Phyfician’s  Anfwer. 
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SI  R,  that  I  may  not  wholly  balk  your  Expectation,  or  neglect  any 
thing  wherein  I  may  poilibly  do  my  Country  any  Service,  I  ihall  in  as 
few  Words  as  I  can  give  you  my  Opinion  of  the  Medicinal  War  you  fent 
me  an  account  of,  and  the  beft  Methods  lean  think  of  to  bring  it  to  an  end  *,  fo 
that  the  Country  which  is  the  Seat  of  the  War,  may  now  and  hereafter  feel  the 
leaft  of  its  illeffedis.  You  know  no  one,  that  can  be  a  capable  Judg  of  thefe 
Matters,  to  be  kfs  interefted  than  I  *,  who  have  not  pra&ifed  thefe  many 
Years  with  Apothecaries,  or  in  any  Confederacies  $  who  have  done  nothing  to 
oblige  them,  ordifoblige  them,  or  bad  any  Dependance  upon  them,  or  any 
others  belonging  to  the  Faculty,  for  Ruiinefs,  or  Medicines  to  ufe  in  it,  being 
by  Profeilion  a  clean  Independent  in  Medicine,  and  fo  refolve  to  ftand  on  my 
own  Legs,  or  fall. 

Andl  mufttell  you  in  the  firft  Place,  that  I  perceive  the  ground  of  the 
Quarrel  here,  is  the  very  fame  as  of  that  between  the  French  and  the  Empe¬ 
ror,  Self*intereft  -7  and  the  ftrongeft  Party  I  believe  will  never  yield  to  any  thing, 
but  for  their  own  Advantage  :  and  were  I  Plenipotentiary  in  the  Affair,  no 
Articles  of  Reconciliation  fhould  ever  be  concluded  between  them,  fo  as  to  unite 
them  into  anew  Confederacy.  There  are  too  many  of  them  combin’d  Bill, 
and  the  Angle  Parties  at  difference  are  i  either  of  them  potent  enough  to  be  of¬ 
ten  too  hard  for  the  People.  What  the  Docftor  owns  in  his  Conclufion  would  be 
very  good,  could  it  but  be  effedfed,  viz.-  that  the  Phyfician  lie  under  no 
Temptation  to  impofe  upon  the  People,,  and  have  no  way  to  arrive  to  Reputa¬ 
tion,  but  by  his  Care,  and  the  Merit  of  his  Succefs.  It  would  be  a  happy 
World,  if  Phyftcians,.  Tome  of  the  raoft  obnoxious  Men  in  it  to  Temptations,., 
were  liable  to  none  *,  the  reft  of  Men  would  doubtlefs  be  free.  If  they  could 
not  be  tempted  to  impofe  on  thePublick,  and  had  no  way  to  raife  a  Reputati- 
0% blit  by  their  Care  and  Suceefs ;  very  few  I  think  would  be  of  any  great  re- 
piite*.  But  the  ftrengthening  of  Parties  and  Confederacies,  to  opprefs  others, 
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or  create  Dependencies,  is  not  the  way  te  do  this  happy  thing  for  their  Souls, 
and  the  Peoples  Bodies,  But  I  will  tell  you  in  few  Words,  the  heft  Policy  to 
mafic  them  honed,  and  fecure  the  People,  is  to  break  both  the  Aimiss,  that 
not  a  Man  of  them  may  ad  but  in  his  (ingle  Capacity  ;  let  there  be  none  to 
command,  none  to  obey,  none  acceffary  *  bot  whofoever  is  capable  of  the 
Bufmefs  of  a  Phyfician, let  him  be  Principal,  and  ad  in  his  concern  independent 
upon  any.  But  to  leave  allegorizing,  and  to  reprefent  the  matter  to  you  plainly; 
the  true  Method  to  raife  the  Reputation  of  Phyiicians,  and  to  fecure  the  People 
as  much  as  may  be  from  any  damage  they  might  fuftain  by  them,  is  this. 

That  every  Man  that  undertakes  to  ad  as  a  Phyfician,  be  skilled  in  all  things 
pertaining  to  the  Art,  and  that  he  bimfelf  perform,  or  at  lead  adually  fee  per¬ 
formed,  whatever  belongs  to  the  cure  of  Human  Bodies  }  That  there  be  nofuch 
thing  as  Dodor,  Surgeon,  and  Apothecary,  as  d blind  and  dependent  Faculties  ; 
but  that  the  one  Thing,  the  Phyiician,  be  all  of  them,  advihng,  preparing,  dif- 
peniing  his  own  Remedies,  and  doing  whatever  belongs  to  a  Surgeon  for  his 
Patient,  with  his  own  Hands.  Here  every  Man  will  (land  and  fall  to  himfelf, 
having  no  dependency  on  others,  and  himfelf  reap  the  Fruit  of  his  own  doings 
whether  good  or  evil. 

The  one  Grand  Defign  of  Phyfick  is,  the  Recovery  of  the  Patients  $  but 
there  is  a  fecond  thing,  which  a  Phyiician  may  honedly  intend,  his  own  advan¬ 
tageous  Reputation,  or  if  you  will,  honourable  Advantage. 

To  the  attaining  of  thefe  two  Ends,  as  well  as  may  be,  it  is  mod  necefTary 
that  the  Praditioner  himfelf  be  fo  wellaccompliflied,  that  he  might  ad  of  him¬ 
felf  independently,  and  fo  perform  whatever  belongs  to  his  Profeffion.  That 
this  is  the  only  true  Method  of  Phyhck,  wherein  its  Ends  may  be  bed  attained, 
may  foon  evidently  appear,  if  we  coniider  a  little.  Whofoever  would  deferve 
the  Name  of  a  Phyfician,  ought  not  only  to  be  very  well  read  in  Phyfiologyand 
Pathology, but  to  be  vers’d  in  Experimental  Philofophy,  the  ground  of  all  Phyfical 
/Science  :  To  have  well  dudied  Nature  in  its  intire  and  found  State,  and  then 
to  proceed  to  thefKnowkdgof  its  defeds  in  order  to  remove  them.  But  if  a 
Man  may  be  fuppofed  to  be  never  fo  well  acquainted  with  the  Phenomena  and 
Nature  of  Difeafes  *,  yet  if  he  be  ignorant  of  Medicine,  the  means  to  remove 
them,  his  other  Knowledg  is  to  little  purpofe  :  but  he  will  be  ignorant  of  the 
means  to  remove  Difeafes,  if  he’s  not  skilled  in  Pharmacy.  If  he  does  not 
underhand  the  Materia  Medica ,  the  Natures  and  Properties  of  thofe  Bodies  that 
are  to  be  ufed  in  healing,  and  the  proper  Methods  and  reafons  of  adapting  them 
to  the  ufe  of  the  $ick,whatever  he  has  of  liberal  Learningvis  to  little  purpofe :  he 
mud  be  a  good  Apothecary,  and  efpecially  Chymifi ,  or  he  can  never  bring 
thofe  Bodies  he  would  ufe,  ededually  to  perform  their  Ends  in  Nature* 
But  if  he  could  be  {oppos'd  to  mideriiand  thefe  things  in  any  tolerable  Degree, 
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without  prad&ifing  them,  he  may  ftillbe  at  a  lofs,  the  Remedies  he  maypre. 
fcribe  may  not  be  to  be  had,  may  be  only  pretended,  or  not  duly  prepar’d, 
whereby  he  may  lofe  the  defired  Effect  to  his  own  diferedit,  and  the  Da¬ 
mage  of  his  Patients.  What  Authors  fay  of  Remedies  is  not  always  true,  and 
their  goodnefs  often  depends  on  a  Nicety  of  Preparation,  which  by  mifchance, 
careleinefs,  orunskilfulnefs  in  Operation,  often  become  good  for  nothing,  and 
fometimes  not  only  fo,  but  virulent  and  hurtful.  To  truft  to  an  Author  tor  the 
Virtue  of  a  Remedy  we  have  never  made,  and  don’t  underhand  the  Nature  of  • 
to  rely  on  an  Apothecary  or  Ghymift  who  has  no  other  Defign  or  Skill  but  to 
make,  and  fell  to  thebeft  Advantage,  is  not  at  all  fafe,  and  will  not  be  done  by 
a  Man  that  duly  values  his  Patients  welfare, and  his  own  reputation.  The  Prepar¬ 
ing  of  Remedies  with  ones  own  hand  is  neceflary,  not  only  in  order  to  their  ex- 
adt  and  faithful  Preparation  \  but  in  the  very  Operation  there  is  often  more  fecn  of 
the  Reafon  and  Nature  of  the  thing,  than  can  be  found  from  all  Authors  put  toge¬ 
ther  j  and  a  great  Part  of  Natural  Philofophy  is  manifeft,  and  pradfically  illuftra- 
tedby  the  Analyfis,  and  Synthefis  of  Bodies.  In  fhorf,  a  Phyfician  ought  to  be 
fo  well  vers’d  in  his  bufinefs,  that  if  there  were  no  Books,  nor  no  venders  of 
Medicines,  he  would  know  which  way  to  go  to  work  to  provide  himfelf  a 
fufficient  Apparatus  for  the  curing  of  all  Difeafes  he  defigns  to  meddle  with.  A- 
gain,  as  External  and  Internal  Difeafes  are  often  complicated,  and  dependent  one 
upon  another  ^  Fevers  and  other  Diftempers  break  out  into  AbcefTes,  &c% 
Wounds,  Bruifes,  &c.  produce  Fevers,  Deliria ,  and  the  like :  it  is  as  ne¬ 
ceflary  that  the  Chirurgcons  Hand  fhould  grow  upon  the  Phyficians  Arm, as  that 
the  Phyficians  Brain  fhould  move  and  diredf  it.  Will  it  not  be  a  Difgraqe  to  a 
Phyfician,  as  well  as  a  Damage  to  the  Patient,  that  he  muft  lit  flaring  upon 
the  diftrefled  Objefi,  while  a  Surgeon  who  is  not  always  to  be  found,  is  fent 
for  in  a  Gafe  where  Phlebotomy  is  inftantaneoufly  requir’d  ?'  Is  it  not  indeed 
difhonourable,  as  well  as  difad vantageous  to  him  and  his  Patient,  that  he  is  but 
one  Limb  of  a  Healer,  and  muft  be  beholden  to  another  (perhaps  wooden)  Leg, 
call’d  in  diftindiion  a  Surgeon,  to  perfedf  the  Gure  of  a  Bubo,  Garbunkle,  &c . 
one  who  is  fuppos’d  (if  not  wijht)  to  be  ignorant  of  the  Internal  Caufcs, 
Springs,  and  Effluxes  of  thofe  putrid  Fountains  ?  Or  (hall  a  Surgeon  not  blufh 
to  be  fo  little  a  Phyfician, as  that  his  Head  cannot  work  as  well  as  his  Hand  ?  muff 
he  needs  call  for  one  who  perhaps  has  not  ftudied  the  Internal  femes  of  an  Ulcer, 
to  preferibe  him  an  internal  Medicine,  without  which  it  cannot  be  healed  ?  muff 
he  never  let  blood  in  the  moft  needful  Cafe, without  the  advice  of  one  that  cannot 
do  it }  or  muft  the  Patient  be  at  the  Charge  of  3  diftindf  Operators,  when  one 
may,  and  ought  to  do  all  better,  at  the  Gharge  of  one  of  them  ?  Bcfidcs,  this 
threelegged  Stool  has  often  one  Leg  defective  or  fhorter  than  another,  by  which 
defedi  the  weak  Patient  often  falls  to  the  ground,  when  he  might  have  been  up¬ 
held 
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field  by  one  folid  Bails  till  he  was  able  to  rife  and  walk.  The  Dodor,  an 
Surgeon,  if  ignorant  of  one  anothers  butinefs,  will  be  very  liable  to  counter¬ 
work  one  another ,  or  if  ever  fo  well  skill’d^,  they  will  divide  the  Care,  The 
Surgeon  will  not  ib  much  value  the  SucceTs  of  what  he  does  merely  by  the 
Debtors  order,  and  rhe  Dodor  will  not  reckon  himfdf  to  blame  if  the  Surgeoa 
does  not  perform  his  part  well.  So  the  Apothecary,  to  come  again  to  the  3 d 
Noun  Adjedive,  which  With  the  other  2  are  now  adays  thought  convenient  and 
able  to  be  equivalent  to  aSubitantive  the  Healer,  he  will  be  fadshed  either  with 
Health,  or  Death,  or  longSicknefs  of  the  Patient,  if  he  has  but  fupply’d  him 
with  things  according  to  the  order  of  the  Dobfor :  and  he  who  is  fuppos’d  to  fit  at 
the  helm  of  Life  and  Death,  if  the  VefTel  mifearry,  will  be  apt  to  lay  the  blame 
upon  the  Errors,  or  Difobedience  of  fame  one  or  other  of  the  Mariners.  But 
the  little  Ship  of  Man’s  Body  being  within  the  reach  and  guidance  of  one  only 
Artift,  he  will  have  more  care  to  perform  what  is  requiiite  to  its  fafety,  becaufe 
he  only  will  have  the  Honour,  rhe  Reward,  or  the  Blame  of  his  good  or  ill  Suc- 
cefs.  I  cannot  forbear  taking  notice  of  another  miftake,  fomewhat  akin  to 
what  we  have  been  difcourfing,and  that  is  thisfeis  fuppos’d  that  in  the  Multitude 
of  Counfcllors  there  is  fafety,  when  apply’d  to  Phyficians.  As  for  Apothecaries, 
and  Surgeons,  tho  they  be  never  fo  well  skilled,  of  chance  to  fee  farther  into 
the  cafe  than  the  Dobfor,  or  have  a  better  Remedy  than  he  khows^  if  they 
offer  any  thing,  he  will  take  it  in  dtfdain,  and  no  way  admit  what  they  ihall  in- 
finuate,  of  which  I  could  give  inftances.  But  even  in  a  Confult  of  Debtors,  there 
is  indeeddefs  fafety  :  The  difgrace,  or  the  credit  will  be  divided  amongft  themi 
whence  the  Care  of  the  Sick  will  be  the  lefs.  They  will 'put 'the  moll  Celebra¬ 
ted  to  write,  tho  the  greateft  Blockhead  *,  none  will  much  difagree  with  the 
refi  :  and  if  any  one  has  a  private  Remedy  more  effectual,  he  will  not  advife  that, 
or  the  reft  admit  it  without  difeovering  what  it  is  i  they  will  eafily  agree  not  to 
difgrace  the  Faculty  by  contradidingone  another, who  if  they  were  feparate,they 
would  b tquot  homines  tot  fententi#  *,  but  one  of  the  Dodors  being  more  skilful 
than  the  reft,  if  he  were  to  ad  alone,  would  ad  freely,  whenas  the  moft  know¬ 
ing  being  commonly  the  moft  modeft,  will  be  fhy  to  be  moft  for  ward, or  to  differ 
from  the  reft,-  but  will  leave  the  preferibing  to  the  moft  Proud,  and  Confident, 
whom  he  will  eafily  fuffer  to  run  away  with  the  Credit'  or  Blame  of  the  fuccefs, 
and  content  himfelf  with  his  Fee,  But  if  any  one,  with  a  more  than  ordinary 
Concern  for  the  Patient  difiikes  what  the  others  advife,  and  offers  a  NofirtstTJ,  or 
particular  Method,  they  will  be  much  difgufted,  and  perhaps  fay,  as  in  a  Cafe  1 
might  names,  * it  is  a  College-cafe,  it  mud  not  be. 

But  it  would  go  better  with  the  Sick, if  inftead  of  a  Confult  of  Dodors  at  the 
Patient’s  houfe,  the  OnePhyfician  he  thinks  fit  to  employ  would  confult  in  his 
own  behalf  divers  of  his  honeft  Brotherhood^  and  confider  their  Opinions, 
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snd  to  a d  according  as  he  Hull  then  judg.  But  there  are  divers  Objedions  I 
forefee  may  be  made  againll  this  Method  of  tingle  and  independent  Practice, 
which  mull  be  anfwered  before  I  can  well  conclude  the  Subjed  y  and  they  are 
of  two  forts,  either  fuch  as  relate  to  the  Method  it  felf,  or  to  the  Method  in 
relation  to,  and  under  the  prefent  Circumftances  of  Dodors,  Chirurgeons,  and 
Apothecaries. 

As  to  the  firft,  it  may  be  (aid  it  is  indecorous  for  a  Phyfician  to  be  concern’d 
with  Manuals,  diflionourable  for  him,  who  mull  converfe  with  the  greateft  Per- 
fonages :  it  is  enough  to  make  a  Lady  that  is  well,  fall  lick,  to  have  her 
Pulfe  felt  by  a  rough  brown  Hand.  But  !  fay,  whatever  may  be  the  Nicenefs 
of  a  Beauifh  Dodor,  or  however  a  Lady  that  is  wantonly  lick  may  like  a  finical 
Fellow,  that  is  the  mod  honourable  and  decorous  Hand,  that  can  bring  the 
Sick  moft  help. 

Optima  ft  profert  Me  die  us  Medicamina  MorbiSj 
Non  pigeat  prunis  applicuijje  Manus . 

A  fqueamilh  Dodot  cannot  more  naufeate  any  thing  conducing  to  the  Health 
of  Men,  than  the  handling  fomc  Chirurgical  Cafes  incident  to  all  forts  of  Peo¬ 
ple  §  but  being  in  the  Members  of  his  Fellow-Creatures,  his  helpful  Hand  can¬ 
not  abhor,  with  Honour  or  Honefty,  to  do  that  for  another,  he  would  need, 
and  think  reafonatble  in  the  like  cafe  to  be  done  for  himfelf  i  nor  is  it  more  ho¬ 
nourable  to  {hake the  Urinal,  vel  Stercus  Bacculo  agitare\  yea,  or  to  turn  over 
the  Leaves  of  mouldy  worm-eaten  Authors,  to  infped  the  Relids  of  Anti¬ 
quity,  than  to  open  the  Book  of  Nature  it  felf  with  ones  own  Hands,  in 
Diffedions  of  Animals,  and  the  Materia  medica,  the  there  be  fomething  both 
like  Butchers  and  Colliers  work,  belonging  to  it.  The  Greateft  Men  have  done 
it  ^  thofe  whom  we  are  not  aftiamed  to  follow  as  Mailers,  but  might  with  like 
Induftry  outgo,  as  far  as  they  did  thofe  that  went  before  them.  Nothing  but 
the  bafeft  Pride  can  difdain  to  ufe  thofe  Hands  God  has  given  us  to  the  beft  Pur- 
poles,  or  think  Mechanicks  dilhonourable,-  which  the  greateft  Pcrfons  (I  may 
fay  Perfon)  that  ever  appeared  on  the  Stage  of  the  World,  difdain’d  not  to  pra- 
dife.  But 

A  more  material  Objedion,  and  indeed  feeming  Difficulty,  is  this,  That  it  is 
a  thing  too’ great,  a  Task  too  heavy  for  one  man  to  be  well  -s kill’d  in,  and  to 
perform  all  things  belonging  to  the  Art  of  Healing.  To  which  I  reply.  That 
as  it  is  no  way  dilhonoutable,  but  very  much  to  a  Man’s  Credit,  to  have  both 
a  Head  and  a  Hand  capable  of  doing  whatever  belongs  to  his  Art  fo  it  is  pof- 
ftble,  and  with  diligence  attainable.  Any  Boy  of  a  Genius  capable  of  doing 
any  thing  praife-wbrthy  in  Phy lick,  if  he  be  not  abus’d,  may  by  r#  have  Lan¬ 
guage 
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guagc  enough  to  read  any  Latin  Authors,  and  alfo  have  made  a  confiderable 
Progrefs  in  the  Greeks  whieh  by  ufe,  and  the  help  of  Tranflations  which  are 
annex’d  to  mod  Greeks  Authors,  he  may  in  time  compleat.  As  for  other 
Languages,  they  are  not  fo  nectfTiry,  there  being  enough  in  thefe.  And  in 
learning  of  thtfe. Tongues,  he  may  have  read  fome  Books  of  Phytiology,  or  na¬ 
tural  Philoiophy.  In  8  or  p  years  more  fpent  in  diligent  Reading,  and  the  Pra¬ 
ctice  of  experimental  Philoiophy  and  Pharmacy,  with  the  light  of  Cafes  ma¬ 
nag’d  by  fu$  Teachers,  he  may  arrive  to  a  capacity  of  doing  creditably  fo  me- 
thing  oi  what  he  has  feen  others  do  in  all  the  parts  of  Healing,  if  he  will  but 
have  the  Modefty  and  Honed y  not  to  undertake  all  Cafes  rare  and  difficult, 
which  many  times  pirzile  Men  of  50  years  Practice.  He  may  in  that  time  be 
fo  far  expert  in  all  that  belongs  to  the  Cure  of  divers  Difeafes,  as  that  he  may  ho- 
neftly  and  couragcoufly  undt  rtake  to  cure  ’em,  But  it  will  hill  be  objed:ed  by  thofe 
.that  would  be  thought  worthy  of  a  large  Practice,  That  the  Pharmaceutick  and 
Chirurgick  parts  of  Healing  cannot  be  attended,  by  reafon  of  the  many  Vifics  the 
Importunity  of  the  Sick  obliges  ’em  to.  But  it  may  be  anfwered,  in  many  cafes 
Vititsare  not  neccflary,  the  Patients  may  come  hon)e  to  the  Dolors,  and  take 
the  Medicines  home  with  them  ;  in  fome  they  need  not  be  feen  fo  oft ;  And  be- 
fides,  an  ingenious  Servant,  a  Pupil,  will  quickly  come  to  take  off  a  great  deal 
of  the  Labour  and  Care  in  Preparation  and  Difpenfation,  and  Conveyance  of 
Medicines.  There  are  fome  Preparations  made  by  thofe  that  have  nothing  to 
do  in  Medicine,  as  common  Spirit  of  Wine,  and  divers  others,  in  which  there 
can  be  no  confiderable  Deceit,  which  the  Phy  Brian  need  not  trouble  himfelf  to 
make.  But  above  all,  if  Phyficians  would  apply  themfelves  particularly  to  the 
Cure  of  fome  few  Difeafes,  fome  to  thefe,  fome  to  others,  they  might  be 
therein  more  expert,  and  calily  provided  with  all  things  neceffary  for  their  par¬ 
ticular  Practice,  without  thofe  Defe&s  and  Damages  to  the  Sick  which  arife 
from  the  common  Divifion  of  the  Phyficians  work  in  everyDifeafe,  between 
two  or  three  Perfons,  each  of  whom  is  ufually  unskill’d  in  fome  part  of  that 
which  belongs  to  the  Cure  of  any  one  Diftemper.  As  if  fome  would  apply 
themfelves  to  the  Cure  of  all  forts  of  Fevers,  others  the  Gout  and  Scoibute, 
others  the  Pox,  &c.  and  would  undertake  nothing  but  what  they  ire  well 
provided  for,  they  might  have  more  bulincfs  perhaps,  or  at  leaf!  enough,  and 
mere  Credit,  and  the  Patients  much  more  Comfort.  But  perhaps  there  may 
be  fome  large  Souls,  that  can  neither  be  contented  to  fubferve  a  Clyffer,  to 
fpill  the  Balfam  of  Life  by  command,  nor  yet  to  be  skilled  in  the  cure  of  but 
fome  particular  Difeafes  5  that  think  it  little  in  a  Phyfician,  if  he  is  not  omnibus 
numeru  comfletus ,  and  cannot  undertake  all  Difeafes.  I  fay  to  thefe  brave  Souls, 
if  they  will  but  fcorn  to  pretend,  they  may  by  Induftry  arrive  to  a  capacity  of 
honeftly  profefling  themfelves  Catholick  Phyficians,  provided  they  v\  ill  rot  co¬ 
ver,  nor  undertake  more  Patients  than  they  cai*  well  provide  for,  and  bv  their 
Induftry  can  be  fo  happy  as  to  acquire  a  few  effectual  and  CatholkK  ftemc- 
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dies:  And  I  think  they  may  get  Money  enough,  tho  they  have  no  Under-workmen,  and 
bring  greater  Credit  to  their  Profeffion,  and  be  a  greater  Blefling  to  the  Age  and  Places 
they  live  in.  I  willprofefs,  as  to  my  felf,  tho  I  refufe  no  Cafes,  except  Lithotomy,  and 
fome  few  that  require  Accommodations  in  a  Phyfician’s  Houfe,  I  defire  no  more  Patients 
than  I  can  fufhciently  provide  for  with  my  own  Hand  and  Eye,  in  whatfoever  belongs  to 
inward  and  outward  Operations :  And  if  any  fingular  Cafe  happens  that  I  do  not  well  fee 
into,  I  can  be  content  to  confulc  my  Friends  of  the  Faculty  for  my  information,  not  to 
the  Patient’s  Charge  ^  or  refer  him  to  any  of  them  that  he  or  I,  or  any  Friend  can  judg 
more  expert  in  the  Cafe  :  and  what  Money  cannot  be  honefUy  and  ingenuoudy  got,  I  think 
is  too  much,  and  a  Burden  that  will  but  help  to  fink  a  Man  dnro  Mifery.  And  a  mighty 
Practice,  tho  tolerably  well  performed  for  the  real  good  of  Mankind,  is  but  a  Lite  of 
mighty  Care  and  Perplexity,  not  to  be  defired  by  a  wile  man  for  his  own  lake  •,  but  rather 
to  be  prevented  by  teaching  the  Rules  of  Health,  communicating  to  other  Phyficians  his 
Skill,  and  a  mode#  refufal  of  Cafes  he  does  not  yet  thoroughly  underftand. 

But  as  to  thofe  Objections  that  may  arife  againft  this  Method  of  Practice,  as  relating  to 
the  prefent  State  of  Phyficians,  Surgeons  and  Apothecaries  in  the  City,  and  herewith  to 
confider  more  direflly  the  Rate  of  the  Controverfy  between  the  Doftors  and  Apotheca¬ 
ries  *,  it  will  be  faid  the  Apothecaries  are  not  fo  well  skill’d  in  Phyfiology,  Pathology,  and 
the  ufe  of  Medicines  as  they  fhould  be,  and  fo  are  uncapable  of  Tingle  Practice.  I  anfwer. 

It  is  granted  of  a  great  part  of  them,  and  it  is  true  of  many  of  thofe  that  call  themfelves 
Doftors  j  but  they  of  both  forts  might  be  capable  of  Practice,  if  they  would  defire  Skill  as 
much  as  Money.  It  will  be  likewife  faid,  the  Doctors  are  not  skill’d  in  Pharmacy,  Chymiflry 
or  Surgery.  But  it  is  to  be  anfvvered.  They  may  be,  if  Pride,  Covetoufnefs  and  Lazinefs  do 
not  hinder  ’em  from  doing  their  Duty.  But  it  cannot  be  denied  that  fome  of  the  Apo¬ 
thecaries  are  as  well  skill’d  in  all  thefe  things,  and  fo  as  fit  to  praCtife  as  fome  of  the  Do¬ 
ctors  their  Antagonifls,  yea  even  of  the  Difpenfary-men  who  fvvell  fo  magifierially.  Had 
not  fome  of  them  as  mean  Education  as  any  ?  Were  not  fome  of  them  bred  Apothecaries, 
or  Iefs  to  the  purpofe  ?  Was  not  the  very  Acetabulum  of  the  College  bred  to  very  little 
Language,  hardly  a  clean  Englifl)- man, under  a  Country  Apothecary,  who,  he  himfelf  fays, was 
very  little  skill’d  even  in  his  own  Profeffion  ?  Can  a  Licenfe  be  fuppofed  to  infpire  with  Suf¬ 
ficiency  in  an  inflant  ?  Or  can  another,  bred  a  mere  Scholar,  uncapable  of  Divine  Prefer¬ 
ment  by  Jacobitifm,  undetermin’d  to  Piiyfick,  of  a  fudden  become  a  DoCtor  by  a  Univerfi- 
ty  Patent,  and  a  compleat  Artifl  in  the  Medicinal  Faculty,  with  whom  a  Man  of  1000  /.  a 
year  may  truft  his  Life  and  precious  Enjoyments  ?  I  mu  A  confefs  I  never  got  any  Skill  on  a 
hidden  by  fuch  Infpirations.  I  remember  what  Perfius  fays  as  to  Poetry  ; 

Nec  fonte  labra  prolui  Cabatfinoy 
JSec  in  bicipiti  fomniajfe  Parnafjb 
Memini  ut  rcpente ,  jic  Poeta  prodirem . 

So  fay  I  as  to  Phyfick, 

I  know  not  when,  fleeping  in  Phebw  Beams, 

My  heated  Pate  was  fill’d  with  Phyfick  Dreams  $ 

So  that  I  waking  found  my  felf  a  Man, 

Infpir’d  with  Skill,  a  good  Phyfician. 

Bijt  the  honeft  Parc  of  the  College,  as  they  call  themfelves,  have  fee  up  Shops,  where 
Medicines  fhall  be  well  and  honeflly  prepared,  and  thofe  Mifchiefs  that  have  arofe  from 
truhing  Apothecaries  avoided  \  and  fo  the  Method  propofed,  is  to  them  needlefs.  I  an- 
fwer,  it  muft  here  be  confefs’d,  that  they  are  fo  far  commendable,  as  that  they  owning 
fome  of  the  Faults  they  have  been  guilty  of,  profefs  to  do  fomething  better.  But 
what  they  do  will  not  be  enough  ;  they  are  not  yet  well  skilled  in  Pharmacy,  efpecially 
the'chief  Part  of  it,  Pyrotechny  $  their  Servants  are  not  better  skill’d  than  the  Apothecaries, 
noi*  can  they  have  that  Care  of  the  Succefs  of  their  Mailers  Practice,  as  a  Man  would  of 
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his  own  t  the  Blame  will  not  lie  upon  them,  the  Maflers  donY  always  fee  what  they  do, 
nor  can  they  always  teach  them  what  they  fhould'  do.  Neither  Maflers  nor  Servants  have 
affur’d  the  People  of  more  Skill  or  Honetty  than  in  the  old  way.  But  if  any  of  them 
were  real  Artilts,  and  had  any  great  things,  they  would  not  communicate  them  $  but  if 
they  ufed  them,  muff  fo  far  aft  fingly  according  to  our  Method.  But  the  Force  of  the 
Objection  againtt  the  Method  I  propofe,  lies  in  this  $  That  confidering  the  Doctors  and  A- 
^othecaries  are  fingly  defective  in  not  underttanding  the  whole  that  belongs  to  the  Art 
of  Healing,  they  mutt  praCtifefome  way  or  other  depend  entlyv  or  not  at  all-  and  if 
the  greateft  Part  fhoytd .leave off  Practice,  i.  How  fhould  they  live ?  2.  How  fhall  the 

People  be  fupplied  in  their  Necefficies  ?  I  anfwer,,  many  of  them  have  got  enough  al¬ 
ready,  and  may  very  well  leave  off,  and  take  Care  of  fecuring  their  own  Health  in  ano¬ 
ther  Life  by  Repentance,  or  refufe  to  undertake  what  they  cannot  do  as  they  fhould, 
till  they  can  do  their  Duty.  But  thofe  that  have  not  already  laid  up  of  the  Mam  non  of 
Unrighteoufnefs,  had  better  leave  off  quite,  and  take  to  fomething  they  can  more  **  aneft- 
ly  perform,  than  abufe  their  Neighbours,  and  ruin  their  own  Souls.  They  can  have  no 
better  Plea  to  continue  in  an  evil  Practice,  than  Bauds  and  Whores,  who  have  not  been 
-  bred  to  any  other  Employment.  But  as  to  the  other  Plea,  how  the  People  fhall  be  ferved  ^ 

1  anfwer,  it  is  a  quettion,  whether  the  preferic dependent  Practice  of  Phyfick,  taking  one 
time  with  another,  does  more  hurt  or  good-*,  and  to  try  the  Experiment  by  leaving  off 
Phyfick  for  4  or  $  Years,  till  fome  ingenious  Men  were  better  accomplifhed,  perhaps 
might  be  worth  the  People’s  whiles  But  there  are  fome  that  follow  our  Method,  and 
have  always  done  fo,  who  might  be  more  ufeful  than  fome  of  them  are,  were  the  magitte- 
rial  and  haughty  way  of  Practice  by  Prefer ibing  out  of  requett,  and  were  the  Practitio¬ 
ners  by  Patent  no  way  able  to  perfecute  ormoleft  thofe  that  are  moft  capable  of  doing 
the  Phyficiatfs  Duty.  But  it  will  ttili  be  replied,  it  will  fighify  but  little  to  perfuade  Men 
agai n ft  their  Xnterett,  the  thing  which  all  Men  lb  vigoroufly  profecute.  I  anfwer,  if 
what  I  havefaid  be  not  fufficient  to  perfuade  Phyficians,  that  ic  is  their  Intereft  to  be 
honett,  and  well  accojnplifhed  in  their  Profeffion,  I  would  leave  them,  and  addrefs  my 
felf  to  the  Buffering  People,  efpecially  thofe  that  govern,  and  propofe  to  them  two  ways 
whereby  Phyficians  might  be  excellently  accomplifhed  for  their  Bufinefs,  and  fo  more 
profitable  to  the  People :  For  prefuppofmg  the  Perfons  be  fufficiently  accomplifhed  in  Lan¬ 
guages,  and  to  have  a  Genius  to  Philofophical  and  Medicinal  Studies,  or  not  to  be  admitted, 
they  fhould  either  ferve,  not  ignorant  Apothecaries  or  Doctors,  but  able  independent 
Phyficians  as  their  Pupils,  faithfully  to  be  inttrutted  a  fufficient  Number  of  Years,  on 
proper  Conditions  j  as  Medicine  was  taught  of  old.  Or  aly.  That  there  fhall  be  ereCted 
at  London  a  School  of  Medicine,  wherein  fhall  always  be  a  fufficient  Number  of  skilful 
Practitioners  of  all  Parts  of  Medicine,  who  fhould  not  only  theoretically,  but  practically 
teach  the  Pupils  all  things  that  belong  to  the  Profeffion  :  and  none  fhould  be  Buffered  to 
praCtife  in  England^  but  fuch  as  being  fit  for  Admiffion  had  gone  through  all  things  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  Art,  by  continuance  in  this  School  fo  many  Years,  as  fhould  be  thought,  or  ra¬ 
ther  found  fufficient  to  qualify  them.  Which  of  thefe  two  Methods  would  be  the  bett, 
I  fhall  not  now  determine  :  either  might  be  preferred  in  different  reipeCts.  The  latt  perhaps 
would  be  mott  liked,  as  feeming  mott  honourable  ^  the  former  might  by  an  able  Matter  be 
more  eafily  accomplifhed,  and  both  very  well  agree  with  what  Hippocrates  propofes  in  Lege « 
ft9  (t/lAAc-i  f %vvz<riv  ctTgzKzw  A^fto^z^Ai,  tmv <Pz  [aiv  zoriCchov  ytve£cti.  W- 
JiJktTKA T07T'6  ZVtyV 4(§f,.  'TM^Of/.O.Obl^  p/hOTOVZHf,  W<><X>T0V  ft  SV  'TAVTCOV 

ett/  <puV/©“®  qveiQr-  ft)  A VTIT^At] KZVZA  WAVTA.  QUCTI®-  <Pi  TO  elf/fW  J)cfd<T~ 

jtethiv  TixVi]tyi'~7‘al'  psord  qfwnr&cLdt  <ideiToiri<m3-cu,  vrcuPoyiAPrlA  yzvo[j.ivovt  zv  to- 
Ijfto  kvpvns  7T(>QS  [/ASmfIV  Zeal  1  %Tl  cflz  QlKoWOVlbjJ  Z$  y^OVOV  KVVy 

n  {jLdfyuns  zpL$v<rwd-&9K,  cPzfyas  tz  dj  zvak<Pzm  KAforuf  z^zy'zfKHTA/.  oto/n  ft  r&v  \v 
TH  y'ii  %V0!J.Uw  TMticPe  Xj  Tiif  l6tT§/KM  'i  w  vfy  ft  fawv,  6K0I0V  n 
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X^tu  T*  dll  ^oyyLATA  rwV  dldtCOtXoVTCdV^  QKOtOV  T<£  f’ri^ATZ*  Yt  d$  ’rtcUdop.tlQhtl,  TO 

cJ'fbjj  dura,  mcrfiv  eis  Th/i  a^clv.  o  d\  totO’^v  u  n(j.d%wn{i  oxtnovri  toe  tk 
«e£©~  Tfoyn  yivcqiivn  rdim  <pvo(jLwoicw.  w  «Ag  tpiKocrom,  s^yaftin*  o  Jfs  p^joy©-*,  Tavt*  ivi%y- 
<r&t  vrctvTct,  ws  'T^&tplw  c&i  tzlIcos,  &c.  Quifquis  enim  Medkma  Scientiam  fibivere  comparare 
volet ,  eum  hi fee  nitioportet ,  Natura,  Doftrina,  LocoStudiisapto^InftjtutmedPuero ,  Studio^ 
(fy  Tiidujlri a  atq-,  Tempore,  Primum  quidem  igitur  omnium  Natura  op  as  eft.  Natura  enim 
rcpugnznte,  in  it  a  font  omnia.  Eadem  venviam  .id  optima '  comtnmjbmFde,  Artis  Doth  nut  con - 
tin  *  it,  Quam  ipfam  cum  Prudent  ia  jbbi  comparer  e'oportet,  ita  ut  a  pstero  InlUtHth  accedat, 
id] ue  in  Loco  a  datura  ad  Difciplin&m  accomimdato.  Amplius  autem  &  biduftriam  adhibere 
opovtet  \  Qiwtq\  ad  mult  urn  tempo,  is  put  -feWce't  Difciplina  in  Naturam  verf.tjtc  veluti  in  general  a , 
feliciter  (for  copiofo  Fruclus  proferat,  Qualis  enim  eorum  qua  Terra  producit  Confide  ratio  ej}^ 
tain  etiam  Medicina  cognitio.  Nat  nr  a  enim  no  lira  velut  Ager  eft :  Dogmata  F  r  acept  or  urn  ve¬ 
in  ti  femin a  funt,  Injlitutim  a  Puerocumco  convent t,  quod  opportune  tempore  femina  Terra  com¬ 
mit  ter  e  oportet.  Locus  autem' in  quo  Difciplina  contingit,  eft  velut  ambie ns  aer  c  terra  nxffcenti ~ 
bus  nutriment urn  peahens.  Studium  autem  CultUra  eft.  Tempos  poftremo  hue  omnia  corroborate 
ut  perfeft  e*  enutr i an tu r, 

Buc  where  fhall  we  find  one  amuig  a  thou  land,  who  from  an  early  Inclination  or  na¬ 
tural  Genius  to  the  Art,  hath  been  inftr  Lifted  from  his  Youth,  in  a  Place  accommodated 
with  all  things  necefiary  to  perfeft  his  Skill,  who  hath  hereto  added  the  Induftry  of  a 
1  >ng  time,  and  ripened  his  Stud!es  to  the  bringing  forth  of  plenteous  Fruit?  Not  every 
Apothecary  in  his  eight  years  Apprenticefhip  has  been  thus  compleated  *,  nor  have  many 
Doftors,  tho  they  have  fuppofed  themlelves  to  come  full  blown  out  of  the  Univerfities, 
been  much  better  accomplifhed.  Nay  [  will  affirm  that  there  is  no  publick  Method  now  in 
life  in  England ,  whereby  men  are  fuheiendy  inftrufted  in  all  that  belongs  to  the  Arc  of 
Medicine.  But  were  the  Nation  as  willing  to  lpare  fome  thoufands  to  promote  the  Art 
ot  preferving  men  from  Difeafes,  as  they  have  been  to  part  with  Millions  to  defend  them 
frorpthe  French  (who  hive  perhaps  (lain  more  by  their  Pox  than  Sword)  there  fhould  be 
a  Method  propos’d  for  a  School  of  Medicine,  every  way  fo  adapted  to  promote  the  Art, 
and  perfeft  the  Artift,  that  no  realonable  Man  fhould  be  able  to  find  fault  with  it. 


POSTSCRIPT : 


TH  E  Doftor  complains  much  of  the  largenefs  of  the  Apothecaries  Bills  ^  but  I  believe 
^  he  cannot  give  us  a  Specimen  of  any  larger  than  what  have  been  extended  only  by  the 
\  Prefcriptions  of  feme  that  would  be  thought  of  the  honeft  Part  of  the  Goilege,  or  of  any 
Bills,  fo  large  as  their  Fees,  as  appears  in  an  account  I  lately  had,  from  an  honeft  and 
worthy  City- Phyfician,  that  honeft  Dr.  T,  and  honeft  Dr.  P.  while  he  was  better  Friends 
with  the  Apothecaries,  lengthened  out  their  obfequious  Porter’s  Bill  in  a  Year  and  5  quarters 
to  370  /.  (a  Sum  enough  to  tempt  the  Doftors'to  let  up  Shops,  and  become  ambodexters , 
to  receive  Fees  in  one  Hand  and  Bills  in  the  other)  but  had  in  the  time  extracted  900  Gui¬ 
neas  for  themlelves,  as  Fees  for  advifing  the  Patient  to  purchafe  the  large  Cargo  of  Drugs, 
which  yet  was  not  enough  to  cure  him  of  his  fuppofed  Difeafeof  nofturnal  Polluti¬ 
ons  he  had  fometimes,  which  they  frighted  him  with  as  fome  terrible  thing,  when  he  was 
in  perleft  Health,  abating  the  Purgatory  of  Phyfick,  and  wanted  no  Remedy  but  an 
honeft  fhe  Companion  to  take  off  the  Superfluity  of  a  laudable  Conftitucion.  And  yet  the 
Doftor  complains  as  if  the  Phyficians  had  not  their  due  proportion  and  lharc  with  the 
A  pothecaries.  Sic  Clodim  accufat  Machos ,  CatUina  Cethegum , 

FINIS. 
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Remarks  upon  Dr.  P V  late  Bill ,  his  Pofifeript. 

DR.  P.  the  Scribe  to  the  Company  of  Traders,  that  call  themfclves  the 
Difpettfary ,  or  Dr.  Apothecaries,  in  his  late  Bill  of  Sale,  hath  theft  kw 
things  remarkable. 

Firft,  That  he  dedicates  it,  and  addrefifes  himfelf  to  the  Pagan  God  Term$~ 
nns.  Whom  whether  he  hath  chofcn  his  peculiar  Deity,  as  rood  likely  to  ter¬ 
minate  the  Money  of  the  Sick  at  the  Difpenfary,  I  (hall  not  determine,  or 
whether  his  Religion  is  Pagan,  Chriftian,  Medical,  or  Compoiita. 

2.  He  fays  nothing  in  it  more  to  his  purpofe,  than  what  he  faid  in  his  other 
Bills. 

3.  His  defign  (apparent  in  them  all)  is  to  get  Patients,  Cuhomers,  and 
thereby  Money..  It  cannot  be  fuppos’d  that  4 6  Leeches  in  our  corrupt  Times 
(hould  combine  to  carry  on  the  Trade,  merely  for  the  Publick  Good. 

4*  The  Means  he  hill  ufes  is  no  more  than  all  Quacks  ufe,  viz.  to  cry  upr 
themfclves,  their  Skill,  andHonefty,  and  the  goodnefe  and  cheapncfs  of  their 
Remedies,  their  Nofir  ants  and  Arcanas^  and  to  tell  of  their  great  Practice,  and 
at  the  fame  time  to  decry  others. 

5.  That  to  catch  much  Fifh  kis  neceffary  to  continue  calling  the  Net,  one 
impreflion  of  Bills  will  never  bring  in  a  Trade. 

6.  That  he  fells  his  Bills  (contrary  to  the  charitable  Cuftom  of  other  Quacks 
who  give  them  gratis')  the  (horteft  of  which  at  a  penny  a  piece,  may  rob  the 
People  of  above  4  /.  more  than  the  intrinfick  Value. 

7.  That  if  the  College  be  the  ftandard  of  what  is  creditable  in  Phyficians,  kis 
now  no  fliame  to  put  out  Bills  to  get  Patients. 

8.  That  he  has  fpent  feven  lines  of  his  half  Sheet  in  a  Pofifcript  in  anfwer  to 
the  Author  oiBellnm  Medtcinale  *,  in  which  he  accufes  him, 

Firft,  of  propofing  an  odd  Method  of  bringing  Fhyfick  and  Surgery  together . 
To  which  he  replys  5 

That  the  odneis  of  the  Method  is  no  Argument  againft  the  goodnefs  and  neccf- 
fity  thereof:  but  his  Method  was  not  only  to  bring  Phy  tick  and  Surgery  toge¬ 
ther,  but  to  add  Pharmacy  alfo  to  them  as  a  third  thing,  without  which  the 
Healer  cank  be  his  Grafts-mafter, 

2 .  He  accufcs  him,  That  he  hath  exposed  all  the  DoElors  and  Apothecaries .  To 
which  he  replys  y? 

That  his  Accufer  hereby  owns  that  they  are  capable  of  being  exposed,  but 
he  never  defign’d  to  expofe,  or  thinks  he  has  expos’d  any  of  either  Party  but 
thofe  that  defer  ve  it  £  and  if  any  particular  Perfon  thinks  himfelf  touched,  kis  the 
Application  makes  the  Afs. 

3.  For  nfing  Chymical  Medicines  only ,  But  he  replys  y 
■  -r  I  '  That 

— i ,  1  *  — 


j 


(*> 

That  hetrevcr  profefs’d  to  do  fo  in  his  Book,  or  otherwife,  but  thinks  him 
no  very  wife  Man  that  fhall  Ipend  Time,  Labour,  and  Money  on  any  Ghymical 
Preparation,  where  a  more  ealiiy  prcparable  Medicine  will  do  as  well,  whether 
Specifick,  or  other:  But  yet  thinks  it  very  well  worth  his  while  to  work 
fome  even  tedious,  Chymical  Preparations,  knowing  that  there  areEfleds  in 
healing  to  be  wrought  by  Chymical  Medicines, which  no  crude  Simples,  or  Com¬ 
pounds  have  ever  been  found  fufficient  for.  But* 

4.  He  fays  he  is  no  Chymift,  not  knowing  that  Aqua  Regis  dijjolves  Gold  only 
from  the  Spirit  of  Salt  in  the  Sal  Armoniack.  Bathe  excufes  him.  That  the 
Experiment  may  he  toocofily  for  him .  To  which  heanfwers,  If  he  that  does 
not  know  that  Aqua  Regis  diffolves  Gold  only  from  the  Spirit  of  Salt  in  the 
Sal  Armon.  is  no  Chymift,  then  Dr.  P.  is  the  Man  by  his  own  Argument  will 
be  proved  to  be  no  Chymift ;  for  that  which  is  not  true,  is  not  known  to  be  fo  ; 
but  it  i$  not  true  that  Aqua  Regis  diffolves  Gold  only  from  the  Spirit  of  Salt 
in  the  Sal  Armoniac  y  for  all  that  know  the  Nature  and  Ufes  of  Spirit  of  Salt, 
know  it  is  no  apt  Menjlrum  to  diffolve  Gold,  without  the  affectation  of  Spirit 
of  Nicer,  which  of  it  felf  will  not  do  it,  .but  by  both  in  conjundion  it  is  rea¬ 
dily  done  *  but  the  Spirit  of  Niter  being  the  greateft  part  of  the  Diffolvent,  has 
undoubtedly  the  greateft  {hare  in  the  adion  \  fo  it  can’t  be  only  from  that  Parc 
which  of  it  felf,  or  only  is  not  fufficient.  Whatever  will  not  do  alone,  can 
never  be  the  only  thing  that  does.  But  fuppofe  Dr.  P.  ftiould  be  told  that  tho 
there  is  materially,  yet  there  is  formally  no  Spirit  of  Salt  in  Sal  Armoniac » 
that  Salt  is  not  Spirit  of  Salt  y  and  that  he  never  faw  a  true  Spirit  of  Salt  in  his 
Life :  I  don't  know  how  he  would  he  able  to  make  out  the  contrary.  But  the 
Author  of  Bellum  Medicinal  to  prove  againft  the  Dodor  the  Adion  or  Paftion 
of  an  animal  Subftance  with  Gold,  did  not  fay,  That  common  Salt  is  properly 
an  Animal  Subftance  (tho  it  is  hardly  ever  wanting  in  Man’s  Body)  or  that  the 
Volatile  Salt  in  the  Sal  Armoniac  was  the  efficient  of  the  Solution  of  Gold  in 
Aqua  Regis  (whatever  it  may  confer  towards  the  effed)  but  added  what  the 
Dodor  did  not  care  to  take  notice  of  in  his  Poftcript,  viz ..  That  Spirit  of  Urin 
(which  certainly  is  an  Animal  Subftance)  precipitates  the  diffolved  Gold  into 
Anfum Fulminant  \  in  which  Operation  the  Spirit  of  Urin  has  without  all  doubt 
fome  Adion  or  Paftion  with  Gold,  the  Calx  of  Gold  made  only  with  Aqua  Regis 
having  iio  fulminating  Property.  ^  ^  \ 

As  For  the  coftlinefs  of  the  Experimen tJVhether  the  Spirit  of  Salt  only  diffolves 
Gold  in  Aqua  Regis  ?  If  the  Dodor  (uppofes  8  or  900  Guineas  mu  ft  be  fpcnf, 
or  that  the  Gold  muft  be  diffolved  by  Pounds,  it  is  confcfs’d  the  Experiment 
might  be  fo  coftly  Were  better  being  ignorant  in' the  Matter,  and  skiTd  only  in 
fome  flight,  whereby  one  might  linger  fo  much  of  the  Metal.  But  the  Dodor 
I  muft  needs  fay  talks  here  as  if  he  were  noChymiftVand  could  never  fpaie  his 
*  .  f  ;  Gold 
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Gold  to  make  the  Trial,  for  Chvmifts  know  how  to  reduce  their  Gold  again 
with  very  little  lofs.  But  farther,  I  will  engage  to  teach  any  Man  how  he  may 
make  ten  Experiments  of  this  Matter  for  five  Pence  charge,  tho  he  fhould  not 
recover  the  Gold  ufed  in  the  tryal.  But  the 

Fifth  and  iafx  thing  laid  to  the  Charge  of  the  Author  of  Bellum  Medicinale,  is. 
That  in  his  P  offer  ipt  he  waives  the  DoSloPsSum  870  \.  too  much,  and  probably 
40  or  50  L  concluded  the  apothecary’s  Bill.  To  which  he  anfwers  5  He  will 
tell  the  Do&or  a  Story,  and  fo  leave  him. 

There  was  a  Gentleman  on  a  time  travelling  on  the  Rode,  and  he  fell  among 
Thieves  who  rob’d  him,  as  he  teftitied  before  ajuftice,  of  1317  /.  10/*  But 
whereas  he  was  fool i(hly  decoy’d  into  their  hands,  and  very  cowardly  fuffer’d 
himfelf  to  be  rob’d  by  Perfons  not  fo  well  arm’d  as  himfelf,  he  was  alham’d 
(like  a  Man  cheated  by  an  Alchymift,  or  a  Whore)  to  profecute  the  Felons  5 
and  fo  never  hir’d  in  the  matter,  or  fought  to  apprehend  them.  But  after  fome 
time  it  happen’d  that  they  were  difcover’d  by  another  Perfon  (hating  Villany) 
and  accus’d  of  the  Theft  5  but  when  they  came  to  anfwer  for  themfelves,  they 
pleaded  that  they  were  very  Honeft  Men,  and  were  abus’d  by  their  Accufcr,  for 
they  took  but  147/.  from  the  Gentleman.  You  iilly  Rogues,  fays  the  Judgf 
you  have  condemn’d  your  felves  by  acknowledging  the  Fa6t, and  a  Robbery  great 
enough,  there  is  now  no  need  of  farther  Evidence,  or  of  the  Gentleman’s  Telii- 
mony  for  the  larger  Sum :  Yet  if  he  can  be  prevail’d  with  to  appear  againft  you, 
the  Fa&  (hall  be  made  out  in  all  its  Circumftances  to  your  greater  fhame.  But 
what  you  own  you  took  is  enough  to  make  you  Rogues  that  deferve  to  be  hanged 
with  other  Villains  •,  God  give  you  Repentance,and  fo  Lord  have  Mercy  upon  you. 
But,  »  r 

The  Cheater  under  Friendship's  Guife  is  mrfe 
Than  he  that  bids  me  (land,  and  give  my  Purfe . 

This  Hero  plainly  tells  me  what  bed  have , 

And  gives  me  leave  to  fight ,  my  Coin' to  fave: 

Againfi  the  other  1  have  no  defence , 

The  [making  Rogue  hides  under  feigned  Pretence] 

Perhaps  he  frights  me  with  fuppoPd  Difeafe 
In  Embryo ,  [wears  he  feeks  my  Health  and  Eafe% 

Pretends  to  purge  the  latent  Matter  forth , 

While  he  imbezles  Strength  and  Money  both\ 

And  brings  me  down  unto  a  tabid  State f 
Then  Affes  Milk,  preferibes  to  makp  me  fat  “ 

When  raised  again ,  the  Humours  reabound , 

Then  Pm  advised  to  take  another  round. 

This  is  my  Doctors  friendly  Difcipline , 

l  loft  my  Strength  and  Healthy  he  gets  my  €dn*  FINIS* 
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